
Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1589  
 First name:  brie 
 Last name:  parkinson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 
$10.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1591 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Shaun 
 Last name:  Parkinson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 206  
 First name:  Ngawara 
 Last name:  Paru 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: I think the whanganui east pool should stay open because it is really important to 
learn water saftey skills and praetice our swimming with school it is also a good place to swim in the 
summer holidays. Whanganui east school age 10 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 845 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Lif 
 Last name:  Pas 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Possibly close for 1 or more days a week and/or reduce hours, but not close 
completely. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: The berms along Fitzherbert Ave, west of Kelsi St, isn't being mown 
by the Council.     These berms are not your typical street frontage strips of grass but multiple metres 
wide, resembling more of a reserve.    The adjacent property owners/residents often do not mow the 
berms, leaving them overgrown eyesores and fire hazards.     Property owners would be expected to mow 
small berms but the Council would be expected to mow large areas of public/Council land like this.     It 
also doesn't make sense that the mowing should stop at Kelsi St for the reason the developments past 
the point are more recent, when all the new property owners pay no less rates than older property 
owners.     Thank you. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 592 Not Speaking 
 First name:  David 
 Last name:  Pate 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Sell Pakaitore to local iwi for $1 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

2 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 944 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Ngareta 
 Last name:  Patea 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close Davis Library for one day on the 
weekend instead of a weekday (add $0.90 per 
property per year to the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Complete study during winter months 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: Make the process of application more inviting and simplistic for 
potential applicants 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 908 Not Speaking 
 First name:  prakash 
 Last name:  patel 
 Organisation:  Sargeant Gallery  Painter  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish  



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 603 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Diane Leslie 
 Last name:  Paterson 
 Organisation:  n/a  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Libraries are so important. They are more like a community hub, especially 
necessary in tough economic times. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: So many people love this pool and I think it is particularly important for east side 
families. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It would be a great shame to lose the Rep and I can't bring myself to choose 
option 1. I think this theatre adds an irreplaceable component to theatre in Whanganui which 
performances at the Opera House can't replace. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep  some of them? They do add to street appeal and lift the spirits. However, I 
guess they are expendable. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 

buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Isn't it possible that a buyer might close or relocate the glassworks? No way of 
knowing. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Rural residents must have a place to drop off rubbish.    Illegal dumping is already 
a problem, which I believe will increase without these drop off points. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Gonville Library is an essential community hub. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Perhaps they could be closed temporarily? 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Council gives a pittance to these worthwhile groups. By all means, increase the 
amount that Council can dispense. 

  
Further comments on service cuts: Thank you for  working so hard to maintain worthwhile services but 
also to realise some savings. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Infrastructure must be  maintained. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: I'm afraid option 1 might lead to costs blowing out and even greater problems for 
Council. However, good on you for thinking big. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments: Just do what is necessary. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Marae are important to the community, especially when people are in need during 
civil defense emergencies.  I would like to see our Iwi and Hapu partners validated with  these funding 
opportunities. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: WSLS provides an essential community service. Sounds like a new operations 
center would form the basis for even more life-saving measures. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: Construction of this walkway respects the significance of Pākaitore and its 
connection to the Awa. However, does it fall into the category of 'nice to have'? If it is essential to our 
relationship with iwi, then go with option one. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: This would be a fantastic community asset. It would mean benefits for schools in 
the area and more safety for pedestrians and cyclists.  It would attract locals and visitors. Do it! 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  



We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: It is hard to agree with this, as we do not know what assets will be sold. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: I am  willing to pay higher rates to maintain services that enhance community 
well-being and contribute to health and safety for all. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1198 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Nicola 
 Last name:  Patrick 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The library is a vital space for children, communities and people seeking jobs/using 
computers. Closing has a massive impact on community cohesion. Please keep it open seven days a week 
- it's a special space. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I thought they were funded outside rates - can this please be confirmed? 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Libraries are vital spaces, particularly in communities that are underserved in 
wider public services. This library is a key feature and offers a lot for children, people seeking 
employment and lonely people too. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: It's an incredibly hard time to be raising rates but these services are a 
vital lifeline for many in our community. There is potential for a false economic benefit through cutting 
library services that support children, people seeking employment, lonely and older folk, and more. 
Please don't cut our library hours. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 277  
 First name:  Anne 
 Last name:  Pattillo 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish  



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1090 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Charles Joseph 
 Last name:  Patton-Robson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 

new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Close the section of Taupo Quay between Drews Ave and Bates Street, and 
develop the street into a pedestrian area with limited vehicle access. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1459 Not Speaking 
 First name:  James 
 Last name:  Paul 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Public libraries are crucial in communities and should always be open 7 days. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 700 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Stuart 
 Last name:  Paulin 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We love the central library visiting nearly every Sunday. This is a great community 
space and Sunday availability is a valuable asset to the city. And the staff are all great looking and lovely :) 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Sad but necessary, consider grant to school(s) towards their own pool solution. Or 
schools share upgrade of girls college pool. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Without more detailed information on the building this is difficult to ascertain. 
Presuming a stable bank increases the value of the land. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Promote surrounding zoos at the info centre. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is part of the key attractiveness of Whanganui. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments: If buyer can make it a stable business - don't want to lose it. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Due to inflation 

  
Further comments on service cuts: Suck it up buttercup. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Consider other options that do not impact the actual road. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Widen the road for cars and bikes don't spend specifically on bikes. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: depends on the actual assets. Agree with general direction dependent on 
specifics. 



  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: * Well done with a difficult job  * concerned how central govt could/will pull the 
carpet out from best laid plans / prudent investment 
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 698 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Angela 
 Last name:  Paulin 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The library is the living room of our city. Very important for our health (social, 
educational, digital access, leisure, & my emotional health).  Please, please keep it fully open. It is 
available to everyone, especially important for those without homes or safe homes. We love our library 
and the staff who work there.  It's a great venue for community events + groups. We meet other 
homeschoolers there. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: It's a shame to close but it makes sense.  Consider making a one-off contribution 
to Whanganui East School - maybe they can bus to Girls College pool + contribute to expenses. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is part of our identity to tourists + visitors + provides a beautiful image of our 
city. Often promotional material has photos of our Mainstreet in bloom. 

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Important to keep. Hygiene + living standards. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Gonville is an important community hub, both for the immediate surrounding 
suburbs but also the whole city. Great place for meetups + community groups/clubs. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Lovely place to explore on wet days for young + old alike. Keep it open. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Increase necessary due to inflation. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 



which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Currently I would not (bicycle) ride to Kai Iwi beach, despite living close enough to 
cycle, as it isn't safe.  Consider widening the road - NZTA funding? 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Willing to sell assets with enough consultation on the actual assets. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 721 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Carol 
 Last name:  Payne 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I think this is fair and an sure users can make this adjustment. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: A shade covered outdoor pool at kowhai park would be great. Perhaps where the 
skating rink is and done/space rocket.  This would be a key activity as well as using existing play 
equipment. The benefit of having play all together and wouldn't take away from the East area. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Close it down and find another existing venue with limited modification required. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Although it's part of the lake activity what I do for visiting kids, it's pretty ugly and I 
would say in enjoyable for the birds.  Kids get enough of a bird experience from the ducks etc.  I'm not 
one for caged animals so let it go. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I'm amazed at how many out of town friends remember the baskets but it would 
be okay to limit the number eg space them out. It is something that draws the shopping blocks together 
and makes a region. 

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Other towns have cheaper or free entry rates for locals. This entices locals to take 
visitors without continued expenses of doing so. Perhaps the glassworks could do this here and other fee 
paying entertainment. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Same comment as before. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: While it's a fun 5 minute walk around I personally don't appreciate the full botanic 
experience. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Small groups are the backbone of what goes on in community.     Release more 
money in grants to assist the small players. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 

carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 



Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Use the current courthouse area with underground parking, views of the river but 
includes some permanent facilities at Pakaitori eg covered stage like Majestic square for all the events 
held there. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments: Let the acts speak for themselves without the frills. We just won't be seeing Taylor 
Swift any time soon lol. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Yes. I think it is important for young Maori to have the marae well maintained. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: An important service. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Dont see the need for a connection to awa, it's a hop skip and a jump away. For 
goodness sake, can't people look left and right now days. Plenty of people crossing opposite the market 
area, you don't mention that safety.  A high visible entrance structure to the park would be nice if that is 
what iwi would deem appropriate. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I grew up at Mowhanau. It's a destination to drive to.  Edge the roads a bit better 
for vehicles.  Focus on the mountain to sea trail in stead not yet accessible.  I don't think the number of 
user for Rapanui would warrant it. 
  



Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Yep. Do it. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 111 Speaking 
 First name:  William 
 Last name:  Payne 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: While I know everyone is cash strapped. I wonder whether a small modest entry 
fee of $1 to be too much? It would offset the running costs and for example places like the Whanganui 
Museum used to in fact have a modest entry fee. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I would like to see a break down in costs for the proposed 2 million in costs to 
invest in the pool? I imagine the pool was originally modestly built by local contractors and depending on 
the work required I feel it only proper to open costs for independent review to make sure that public 
projects are not being over quoted by contractors who see dollar signs in "government work". 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I would need to be more informed on the views of the organisations who use the 
theatre to know what they want before casting a potentially improper vote. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I vote to keep it open but I do so with restraint. The people have stated they want 
it open and I feel the cost to be minor compared to the the public disappointment in losing the facility. I 
also on a personal level want the birds to be well taken care of. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  



Submitter Comments: Like the Aviary I don't think the cost savings is enough to justify the reduction. We 
really do need to make our city a nicely appearing city and if the hanging basked allow that than $5 
dollars is a very modest price to pay. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I feel there is more that could be done with this organisation. Glass blowing 
classes are often sold out a year in advance. There is obviously a demand. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I do not live rural and am not informed enough on their needs to have an opinion. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Gonville library is in an area of lower economic status. These people need 
access to knowledge and a place of learning. I feel that access to educational facilities for poorer 
residences to be very important. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I also do not feel the savings are grand enough to justify the closure. It is really a 
nice thing within our city. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: These are causes that I think benefit the community. 

  
Further comments on service cuts: I don't think these cuts are enough to justify. Broken down to weekly 
costs we would only be saving at most a dollar or two. These are tough times but not that tough. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



  
Submitter Comments: Like it not we do need good infrastructure. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Go forth but proceed with caution. This may be great for Whanganui but needs to 
be done cautiously and with economic caution. Who ever runs this projects needs to be able to manage it 
very carefully. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: What do the people who operate the Opera House feel is best? I fully support the 
Opera House and feel culture is important within a community but those who operate the facility should 
be most informed on what they need. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I am not informed enough on the needs of local Marae. This should be addressed 
with the individual Marae. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Surf lifesaving is very important. Though I am not informed enough on the subject 
to give a good opinion on this. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I am voting no for now on this one. The cost does not compute in regards to what 
the outcome would be. While it may be a feel good project, as someone who is often in that area I don't 
see how said project could cost this much. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 

Something else (state below) 



feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: I am not familiar with the needs of people in that area. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I refuse to have an opinion until all assets that are proposed for sale are disclosed. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1029 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Craig 
 Last name:  Paynter 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Stabilise the Bank, sell the building to Repertory Theatre for $1.  Support the 
community organisation to restore the building to make up for all of the under investment over the last 
15 years. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The basket are a unique feature of Whanganui and add to the beauty of the City's 
main street which is one of the prettiest in the country. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  



Submitter Comments: Sell the glassworks to a private owner - no impact on rates 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Consider building a fit for purpose education/accommodation building for the 
flight school and sell the Oaks Motel allowing it go back into private ownership increasing the supply of 
available accomodation. 

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Implement a new counterweight flying 
system only within the existing stagehouse building 
structure (add $44 per property per year for 20 
years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Provide grant money, but get the Mares to pay their share of rates. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Provide half the funding and encourage the surf life saving organization to apply 
for community grants for the rest at not extra cost to the rate payers. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is a nice to have not a need.  It is further complicated by this being a heavy 
vehicle division root which would necessitate additional cost 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  



Submitter Comments: Hard to say without knowing what the assets are to be sold. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 880 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Donald 
 Last name:  Paynter 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: i believe the building should be saved and the best option is ti do the bank and sell 
the building bto the theatre to save it 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: realy inhance the look of the main street 

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: support the tram coming into town 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: council should not be a hoteller 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Implement a new counterweight flying 
system only within the existing stagehouse building 
structure (add $44 per property per year for 20 
years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: somewhere in between around 8 mil 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

2 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 559 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Colin & Diane 
 Last name:  Peachey 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: ask all shop owners to have their own, outside their shop/s at their cost 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 
$10.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: but all NZ citizens should be paying!! 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments: try and find additional sponsorship! 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: seek sponsorship! 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments: Depending on what the assets are that may need to be sold! 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 138 Speaking 
 First name:  Beverley 
 Last name:  Pearce 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: 1. Cancel Davis Library extension $2.5M  2. Totally unnecessary  3. Concentrate 
resources on supporting and enhancing Gonville, Hakeke and Castlecliff community libraries.   4. 
Moratorium on buying books/digital resources for a year 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Absolutely do not close. Critical for community and cultural wellbeing. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Option 2 options appraisal and point of entry business case. 'undertake remedial 
works establish a trust and sell the building to repertory theatre' 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: 1. I said to close the aviary last year.   2. It is not council business to operate an 
aviary.   3. Council got ambushed at the last moment last year. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I don't understand how it costs/saved $93,000 p/a, particularly if commercial 
shops contribute funds too. Does enhance main street. Put out tender again and see what reduction can 
be achieved. Put an upper limit on what council is prepared to pay, say $50,000 

  
New Zealand Glassworks Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 

ownership (no impact on rates) 



Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: If no impact on rates, then leave well alone. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: A critical community hub. Very well used. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Increase to $200,000. Make a significant contribution/pool of money. 

  
Further comments on service cuts: I haven't seen any reference to reducing staff numbers i.e 'back room' 
service as is happening at the national level. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: What is meant by 'in the future' yr 10 and ' sooner' = yr 5.  Obviously, the sooner 
the better, but what has to be put to the side to get core infrastructure in a reasonable state sooner. The 
only other significant projects are hotel/carpark and Opera house 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: You are not a developer!  Get the business case first. Council owned a hotel and 
sold it!! Again not your business to build and run a hotel so then option 2 seems best for the 
community/ratepayers. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Do it once and do all. Noting assumed rates impact is $17.3 million. If not then 
option 3. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: or $2 million. Vital community service. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I cannot believe you even suggest spending $830k to 'cross the road'! Who 
thought up that brainless idea! 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: Very busy road. Needs to be made safer. Do you need a feasibility study is that 
part of $2.4m. Again how come so costly 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 



and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Sell whatever you can 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 551 Not Speaking 
 First name:  graham 
 Last name:  pearson 
 Organisation:  Sustainable Whanganui Trust  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: We have used the Community room at the Gonville to delivery workshops and film 
nights for the local community.   We therefore suggest careful consideration needs to be given to what 
hours/days the libraries are used, before any reductions are considered.  Gonville library  We strongly 
support the retention of Gonville library.  It provides and supports much more than book reading.  
Community groups, educational events and learning opportunities for youth, are ones we know of. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We recognise that Whanganui East is home to some of our more vulnerable 
people. Closing this pool takes from these people and the schools that utilise that pool.  We do not think 
everyone has the means or income to utilise the Splash Centre. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks Don't know 



Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: We support a significant increase to your community grant funding – an increase 
of $100K.   This funding enables grassroots community groups to access funds which they often need for 
their survival. We know that groups intimately connected with our community are well placed to meet 
the needs of the district. We believe in supporting community groups to do what they do best. 

  
Further comments on service cuts: Disestablishment of Youth Council  We oppose the disestablishment 
of the Youth Council. Now is the very time we need to be utilising such opportunities to upskill our young 
people on governance and democracy.   A democratic institution such as WDC has a responsibility to 
educate it’s constituents on government and governance.  There are great examples on Council of earlier 
Youth Council members. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We think there needs to be significant investment in future proofing our city 
infrastructure. There are three options – we prefer option 2 ‘a significant increase’. Any other option feels 



like a tinkering on the edges.  This is vital, as demonstrated by the problems cities like Wellington and 
Auckland are facing.  Whanganui is fortunate to be well placed at the moment, and must stay ahead as it 
grows the population 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Council has identified marae need continued funding and we support Council 
helping marae to support their hāpu and the larger community. Marae are important, if our Māori 
communities are thriving, and vital to everyone in times of natural disaster. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: We support the connection of this area between Ka Iwi and Whanganui with a 
pathway on Rapanui Road. The pathway will safely accommodate cyclists, runners and walkers and horse 
riding. 



  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Town Centre regeneration  We urge the Council to reconsider continuing with the 
Town Centre regeneration project.  Having just relocated SWT’s Enviro Hub to Drews Ave, we are 
impressed with the quality of the business present, the foot traffic and general feeling of this street.    
Tide Bus  We are VERY disappointed you are not supporting “The Tide” bus service.   We believe this bus 
service is a terrific innovation and deserves your full support.  SWT has trustees living in Castlecliff and 
Aramoho and they find the service very useful  The service is used by others less mobile, many who need 
walkers or trollies.  We see people catch the bus at the outer Castlecliff stop to travel to Castlecliff 4-
Square or to Gonville Shopping Centre, library, and health services.  Others from within Gonville suburb 
travel to these local services or into town.  Making return trips with groceries and purchases.  Comments 
are made that busses are seen with “only 5 people on the bus”, but a single observation, as the bus 
passes, does not recognise those who have got on and off the bus along its route.  Such as those 
mentioned above, who are just travelling across their suburb.  Putiki climate adaptation plan   We 



support this plan as we acknowledge the need to future proof our city for the impacts of changing 
weather.    Support Bushy Park education programme   Bushy Park recently lost funding for their 
educational programme. We would like to see this programme continued. The joy and love of our native 
flora and fauna is a key component in growing children who will care for the Earth    Management 
planning for Waitahinga Block   We know community led groups are vital for environmental restoration 
and with the slashing of central funding for DOC we absolutely need for the community to step up and fill 
the space, thus we support WDC’s decision.    Sustainable Whanganui Trust Enviro Hub  It is disappointing 
Councillors did not see the opportunity for a 5 fold increase on investment that would result from a 
modest contribution to a bigger and improved Enviro Hub   On 1st July SWT will commence its third year 
of $40K annual funding from the Ministry of Environment.  In addition, the Enviro Hub currently has 
funding of $56K from Lotteries.  A significant proportion of which support the Green Bikes team to 
service WDC’s “Bikes in Schools” project.  A modest investment of $20K in 2024/25 (only half that being 
contributed for Central Government) would allow SWT to provide Whanganui with a expanded Enviro 
Hub, operating with a $100K plus budget. 
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 547 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Ian 
 Last name:  Pearson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish  



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 384 Speaking 
 First name:  Graham & Lyn 
 Last name:  Pearson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Reducing the hours of operation and/or closing libraries  Whenever we use the 
services of Gonville and Castlecliff libraries they are being well used by other residents.  Careful 
consideration needs to be given to what hours/days they are used before any reductions are considered.  
These need the back up of central library to deliver reserved books and to keep their systems going.  We 
strongly support the retention of Gonville library.  It provides and supports much more than book 
reading.  Community groups, educational events and learning opportunities for youth, are ones we know 
of. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We recognise that Whanganui East is home to some of our more vulnerable 
people. Closing this pool takes from these people and the schools that utilise that pool.  We do not think 
everyone has the means or income to utilise the Splash Centre.  This is Whanganui’s only outdoor pool, a 
different experience 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: This facility is not in our suburb and cannot be reached easily by a cycle or bus so 
is not somewhere we visit.    On the rare occasion we have visited it seems crowded and not all birds 
seem settled.  There seem some definite welfare issues here.     With the current tough financial situation 
getting worse for many people in Whanganui, young families are struggling to pay school fees, sports club 
fees etc. opportunities to enjoy acceptable open-air activities in all suburbs should be supported by WDC 

  



Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Visitors really love them. They are part of "Whanganui" 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: We support a significant increase into your community grant funding – an increase 
of $100K.   This funding enables grassroots community groups to access funds which they often need for 
their start up and survival. We know that groups intimately connected with our community are well 
placed to meet the needs of people in our district. We believe in supporting community groups to do 
what they do best. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: We think there needs to be significant investment in future proofing our city 
infrastructure. There are three options – we prefer option 2 ‘a significant increase’. Any other option feels 
like a tinkering on the edges.  This is vital, as demonstrated by the problems cities like Wellington and 
Auckland are facing.  Whanganui is fortunate to be well placed now, and must stay ahead as it grows the 
population 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: we think WDC developing a hotel is stupid.  if it was a good idea it would soon be 
picked up by a developer 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments: There is a need in Whanganui for a venue that is suitable for large live 
performances.  We have enjoyed many local school productions at the Opera House 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Council has identified marae needs continued funding and we support Council 
helping marae to support their hāpu and the larger community. Marae are important, if our Māori 
communities are to thrive, and vital to the whole community in times of natural disaster. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: We support Council’s decision to contribute to this community project.  The 
Lifeguards, many of whom are quite young, provide an amazing beach rescue service.  In addition water 
safety training is a vital service provided.  The opportunity to fully develop new community facilities at 
Castlecliff’s Rangiora beach, as part of the proposed Whanganui lifesaving building replacement, is a 
golden, once in lifetime, opportunity that must not be wasted. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: We support the connection of this area between Ka Iwi and Whanganui with a 
pathway on Rapanui Road. The pathway will safely accommodate cyclists, runners and walkers and horse 
riding.  We are disappointed funding for Manuka Street, Mill Road and Moston Road upgrades with 
cycling lanes was reallocated to fund a rural bridge.  We certainly hope this vital project will be funded in 
the near future. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: This depends entirely on the types of assets.  It is impossible for us to provide a 
sensible answer until assets are identified. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  



Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: We commend the Council for   We believe WDC and staff are doing a far better 
job maintaining our water and sewage systems than either Wellington, Christchurch, or Auckland.  We 
know some of our pipes are as old as those in these bigger cities.  Congratulations   The rubbish 
clearance team who respond to “snap and send” requests to pick up rubbish.   Dumping seems a 
continual problem in some of our more scenic spots     Increased Iwi relationships, particularly in 
relation to the Te Awa Tupua legislation.  Particularly we commend Kritzo Venter’s Three Waters delivery 
team for their engagement with the Mokoia Catchment Rōpu.  Participation in this Hapū lead project is 
very exciting.   Promotion of Whanganui as great place to live, 
bring up a family and work.   Supporting cycling with the continued 
development of shared pathways across town and along the river.     The effort Council staff and 
Councillors make to gather resident’s opinions.    Disestablishment of Youth Council  We oppose the 
closure of the Youth Council. Now is the very time we need to be better utilising such programmes to 
upskill our young people on governance and democracy. Young people will be the people who are faced 
with the decisions that we make now, they need to have a seat at the table.  Further a democratic 
institution has some responsibility on education it’s constituents on government and governance.  There 
are great examples of young people coming through to Council.  Others must have gone on to make a 
difference further afield.    Youth Hub  We hope you will reconsider the decision not to fund the Youth 
Hub  There seems to be very little for our city’s youth to do, outside the traditional sports, arts, and 
music/culture groups.  We believe a Youth Hub could meet the needs of young people and help those on 
the edge of society.  Reducing vandalism and tagging should be an outcome.  We see the equipment that 
Sport Whanganui has provided for Castlecliff skate park being needed and well respected by many age 
groups.    Tide Bus  We are VERY disappointed you are not supporting “The Tide” bus service.   We have 
observed that this bus service is very valuable, not only to us, but to many others less mobile, many who 
need walkers or trollies and often have limited vision. , and rangitahi from our local kura.  We see people 
catch the bus at the outer Castlecliff stop to travel to Castlecliff 4-Square or to Gonville Shopping Centre, 
library, and health services.  Others from within Gonville suburb travel to these local services or into 
town.  Making return trips with groceries and purchases.  People also travel to and from the hospital.  On 
a personal basis Graham found the Tide wonderful on a Saturday when his bike had a flat tyre while at 
the riverside market.  Being able to load his bike on the bus carrier of the Tide, quickly got him back to 
Castlecliff & home.  Comments are made that busses are seen with “only 5 people on the bus”, but a 
single observation, as the bus passes, does not recognise those who have got on and off the bus along its 
route.  Such as those mentioned above, who are just travelling across to the next suburb for shopping or 
sporting activities.    Social housing  We think WDC supporting this is much more important that 
supporting a hotel development. Building a hotel is a crazy idea, if it was a good commercial option, then 
a company experienced in this industry would be interested already.    Putiki climate adaptation plan   We 
support this plan as we acknowledge the need to future proof our city for the impacts of changing 
weather.  We are enjoying being part of the Mokoia Catchment Rōpu wetland development.  This work is 
establishing an important base for this community and hapu lead development which is taking place 
within the Te Awa Tupua legislation.  Working in the same way to reduce Putiki’s venerability to flooding 
is to be commended.    Support Bushy Park education programme   We would like to see this education 
programme continued. The joy and love of our native flora and fauna is a key component in growing 
children who will care for the Earth    Management planning for Waitahinga Block   5K to pull together a 
volunteer pest control and forest restoration group. We know community led groups are vital for 
environmental restoration and with the slashing of central funding for DOC we absolutely need for the 
community to step up and fill the space.  Castlecliff Coast Care has had predator control program since 
2020.  Sustainable Whanganui Trust Enviro Hub  It is disappointing Councillors did not see the 
opportunity for a 5 fold increase on investment that would result from a modest contribution to a bigger 
and improved Enviro Hub   On 1st July SWT will commence its third year of $40K annual funding from the 
Ministry of Environment.  In addition, the Enviro Hub currently has funding of $56K from Lotteries.  A 
significant proportion of which support the Green Bikes team to service WDC’s “Bikes in Schools” project.  
A modest investment of $20K in 2024/25 (only half that being contributed for Central Government) 



would allow SWT to provide Whanganui with a expanded Enviro Hub, operating with a $100K plus 
budget.    Coastal plan support  Te Mata Puha and Nga Ringaringa Waewae have continued to work 
extremely hard over this period and are not getting sufficient support from WDC and Horizons.  The 
continuing changes in Council staff supporting the project are unhelpful.  As members of Coast Care we 
also find these changes frustrating, especially as they are not communicated to us.   The efforts of these 
committed and dedicated people needs to be acknowledged, supported, and encouraged.     Fitzherbert 
Avenue and Manuka Street Traffic  Unfortunately, the job is only half done with the completion of the 
Fitzherbert Avenue extension.  An even greater volume of traffic is now using the far end of Manuka 
Street, which is hardly wide enough for two cars let alone passing utes, trucks, pedestrian, and cyclists.   
Excessive speeding traffic has arriving down Manuka Street into the 50 km zone has increased now they 
have right of way past Polson Street.  There is also a need for a shared pathway for dog walkers, runners, 
and cyclists.  This connection is needed throughout this area, as well as to and from Mosston School and 
allowing pathway connection to Rutherford Junior High.    Housing  There is a major expansion of housing 
along the Fitzherbert Avenue extension.  We see no development of parks, trees and playground facilities 
or “corner dairies”.  For a climate resilient and family friendly city, these facilities should be within 20 
minutes’ walk for young families and people with limited movement.  Can you please reassure us that 
planning includes such facilities ?    Traffic calming  We are pleased with the traffic calming efforts in 
Guyton and Cornfoot Streets and also Seafront Road.    Finally, it is good to read that Bullocks are reusing 
old concrete to make an eco concrete mix.  However, it would be great if Council helped them make a 
thicker hedge to protect us cyclists and the Awa from their dust. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 326 Speaking 
 First name:  Clive 
 Last name:  Pedley 
 Organisation:  Te Awa Community Foundation  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish  



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Te Awa Community Foundation welcomes the opportunity to work with WDC to 
support the Whanganui District to a sustainable future through investment of expenditure currently 
proposed, namely $100,000.00 increase for grant funding, into a designated community fund/funds that 
supports and benefits the wellbeing of communities in Whanganui now and into the future. The 
investment by Council in a community fund at this stage provides opportunities for generous people, 
families and businesses to join WDC by giving to the future needs of the community they know and love. 
TACF focus is on gifts held in perpetuity to support our local community and the causes donors care most 
about for generations to come. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Te Awa Community Foundation welcomes the opportunity to work with WDC to 
support the Whanganui District to a sustainable future through investment of expenditure currently 
proposed, namely $100,000.00 increase for grant funding, into a designated community fund/funds that 
supports and benefits the wellbeing of communities in Whanganui now and into the future. The 
investment by Council in a community fund at this stage provides opportunities for generous people, 
families and businesses to join WDC by giving to the future needs of the community they know and love. 
TACF focus is on gifts held in perpetuity to support our local community and the causes donors care most 
about for generations to come. 

  



Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  

 



Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: We look forward to working together with the Whanganui hapori for a sustainable 
future. 
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 545  
 First name:  Chrylah 
 Last name:  Peneha-patea 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I think the Whanganui East pools should stay open because it is really fun to swim 
with your friends, and family. It is also important to learn water safety skills or how to practice swimming 
with our school. Its also a good place to swim in the summer holidays if you're hot and if you live on 
Whanganui East side you could walk down to the pools. I also think its good beacause its close to where 
you live.  Whanganui East School, age 10 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House  



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 919 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Michael 
 Last name:  Penn 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Why close the pool to build a new one by the time a future pool was built costs 
would be unsustainable 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 453 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Heather 
 Last name:  Peoples 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The aviary is great to take visitors through and I love visiting the birds 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Winter garden is beautiful and a place we take all visitors. They love it 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

1 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Leave the aviary and Wintergarden alone. Fix the potholes and footpaths. So 
dangerous as they are 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1609  
 First name:  Carol 
 Last name:  Pericolini 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Tide bus service in it's current state passes the library and then goes past the 
library in town. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Redevelop the Pavillion into a Surf Life Saving Club and demolish the old building. 
Gift it to them and it will save money to demolish and or upkeep the Pavillion. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  



Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Need to build a Terminal for the Tide bus down on the reserve land if it is going to 
remain.  Next to the motor Camp and in a residential area is not the appropriate place. 
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 498 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Jo 
 Last name:  Perkins 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is one of the visitors and childrens favourite and it's original and needs to be 
kept. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 254 Not Speaking 
 First name:  David 
 Last name:  Perks 
 Organisation:  Regional Tourism New Zealand  Chair  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish  



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1037  
 First name:  Fiona 
 Last name:  Perry 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: If closing is being considered, then surely a feasibility study should be completed 
in the first instance. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I feel we need to retain the building if possible. Perhaps there is an opportunity 
here for a public private partnership. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I think we need to keep this facility open. Possible with a public private 
partnership. Have sponsorship options been considered. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Remove the baskets, I think that they have passed their usefulness. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: the same rules should apply as the main library, however if considering the Library 
closure it should be a different day to the main library. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I think is this an asset for the community and should be retained. The current 
fiasco surrounding the pending closure of the cafe and the purported attitude of council staff regarding 
the current leaseholder needs to be addressed. Surely retention of a lease agreement for the cafe would 
help to off set any costs involved for both the aviary and the winter gardens needs to be considered. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: I am not convinced by the councils proposal to build or be involved in 
building a Hotel and covered car park / car park building. I understand that there is pressure on 
accommodation at times. However, I do not believe that this is the best way forward, bearing in mind 
that we have turned over some of our accommodation for students at the flight school. Have we explored 
utilisation rates associated with this? What is the business case for council building a covered car park? 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Implement a new counterweight flying 
system only within the existing stagehouse building 
structure (add $44 per property per year for 20 
years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: With the proviso that other funding options are explored as well. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I appreciate that this has been initiated at the request of local Iwi. However, I 
believe the cost of the proposal is outrageous. If the proposal as been before council for some time then 
consultation should have happened prior to a budget bid being considered. What plans are in place to 
prevent a cost blow out? What is the long term plan to support traffic flow given the pinch points that 
already exist along the Pakaitore to the bridge. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: What do you mean by 'focus on road safety improvements..' and why are there no 
costs associated with this. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 



and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: assuming such assets can be sold and as part of the sale attract no further costs. 
What are these assets? 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 704 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Lucy 
 Last name:  Peters 
 Organisation:  No  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close Davis Library for one day on the 
weekend instead of a weekday (add $0.90 per 
property per year to the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: These are family and community highlights and one of Wanganui’s treasure to see 
them taken away would be a real shame as they have been enjoyed by many locals and visitors for years 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: It is not the ratepayers responsibility to fund the marae I don’t recall any of them 
housing families in the event of the 2015 floods also the central government already provide for these 
communities 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Why all the roading changes these spots have never caused any problems before a 
waste of money on something that functions fine as is 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 766 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Catherine 
 Last name:  Petersen 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 847 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Dylan 
 Last name:  Peterson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 
$10.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 381 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Lee 
 Last name:  Peterson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The library provides Important  information  and services that needs to be 
available  for users when needed and not limited to certain days. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It us important there is a place in the community that people can swim safely , 
learn to swim and a place families can gather and be together in the community.  If the facility was to 
close, what wpyld become of the site and who would monitor that. Presumably the  land is owned by the 
council so probably be left to deteriorate be vandalized abd dedtroyed and turn into another wasteful, 
disgusting  eyesore like the old Gonville pool  is now. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Maybe could look into moving operations into the opera house to increase the 
usage of that facility 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The aviary is iconic to Wanganui and should be kept open to enjoy , enhancing the 
Virginia Lake area to attract  visitors and provide safe place for locals 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: While nice, not necessary 

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Needs to be operated as a business and risks taken by owners  not subsidised  by 
ratepayers 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Provides important services to locals and this community facility should remain 
open 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Needs to be kept open to enhance the whole Virginia lake area 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Community organisation's are providing essential services and should be 
supported 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: This is a commercial venture  and as such should be left to private providers and 
the council should not become involved at all. A recent news item indicated that a local developer cannot 
find funding for a project like this nor an equity partner.  The should act as a warning that this is not a 
viable option nor a risk that the council should be using rate payers money for.  The council should  
concentrate on core services rather than invest in business ventures that are at the very least  ill founded 
and very unlikely to be in the best interests of rate payers.  Definitly not the best use if rate payers money, 
council needs to concentrate on services like improving the water quality that we drink 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments: Maintain asset for community use and enjoyment 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Maintenance and development  should be the owners  responsibility  and all costs 
met by them, just like individual properties owners are responsible  for their own repairs and 
maintenance 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Essential service for the safety and security for wanganui residents 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Needs further investigation as this is an outrageous  amount for a road crossing  
for the limited use it would get. Why would it not qualify fur NZTA subsidy? That should be a huge red 
flag to start with. Totally  disagree with oaying that amount for a road crossing 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Proper consultation needs to take place on a case by case basis 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1269 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Tracy 
 Last name:  Phillips 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close Davis Library for one day on the 
weekend instead of a weekday (add $0.90 per 
property per year to the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: I want to remind the council that even though you are working with a large pool if 
money guaranteed to you every year,  that this money comes from a lot of people in our community who 
absolutely struggle to pay their rates. We are in crisis mode. Please please no unnecessary spending on 
things that to the bulk of us have no meaning. Please think of the people who pay the rates who want to 
see them used fairly and conservatively.  Thank you. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 529 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Scott 
 Last name:  Phillips 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: closing only mondays is a good compromise. Mondays are most likely to be public 
hoildays too, so less days lost. Also there are enough online or other library's to cover. Maybe close some 
of the others on different days too, this might save even more 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: lets not spend heaps on the study either, do a quick look to see if feasible, then if 
looking good a full study. Water safety is important, and kids learning to swim is vital to or community 
wellbeing 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Whanganui is a heritage focused town, the council have dropped the ball letting 
this building get this bad, but it would be a disaster to see it demolished. Fix the bank them sell or give 
away, never demolish 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: seek out sponsorship. A naming rights sponsor good help heaps. "the Animates 
Wgi Avairy" win win 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Remove real plant baskets, fake plants are not that expensive, and cost very little 
to maintain, but still provide the same effect. Especially since the baskets are above head height meaning 
that close inspection of whether they are real or plastic isn't possible 



  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: what would a buyer look like? If it loses 192k a year now, who would buy it? How 
would they make a return on investment? Whatever a new owner might do, what if council did the 
same? Charge entry? Charge commision on pieces sold? I don't know what current funding looks like 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I think more details are needed to make informed decision on this. Many farmers 
just have rubbish pits? Can a rural rubbish pit for the community be an option? IE drill a hole and have a 
capped lid for rubbish, but only a certain size? 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: maybe make it Friday instead? So that they could go to Davis on Friday if need be, 
that way they are closed on different days 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: have a donations box on site? Make it availiable to hire as a wedding type venue, 
"closed of private function" type thing, this could be $1000 for a Saturday afternoon type cost, or just 
part of the garden closed at about $500, this is realistic pricing (I am a wedding celebrant so look into 
venue costs). Even an evening deal could work too. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It's tough for everyone, now isn't a time to give extra away. Some funding is better 
than none 

  
Further comments on service cuts: the durie hill elevator is a perfect wedding venue, in summer just 
after closing, Wgi doesn't have good wedding venues, and the returns are great ( the Paddock is a private 
backyard that charges $1000 fora half day, not even a toilet included). Charge $1000 to open the tunnel 
and lift for private functions for a few hours, after closing :) 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  



Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: is the courthouse and police station site viable? Who owns them now? Iwi? A joint 
Iwi council deal? 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: maybe something between 1 and 2, it seems like a lot of money $25k per marae 
per year? maybe more sorting water storage tanks etc, but spread to different marae over many years etc 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: lifesaving is just that, saving lifes, so very important for the community 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments: Yes do a crossing, but using gold plated cobble stones is silly. If it was made of 
Green dyed concrete or bitumen it would cost a fraction of the suggested cost, and still achieved the 
desired saftey and visual impact 

  



Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: road bikes don't go on unsealed pavement, so it would only be for recreational 
use, and it's too far for most "joy" riders to go, so likely to be under used. Revisit when ecomonic times 
(and more e bikes) are better 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: sell under used or under performing buildings. not parks or reserves. Also the 
access to council buildings is a privilege, some of the current council tennats should either pay more for 
their lease or be required to have their building able to be sublet by council to improve income 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  



Submitter Comments: study all assets, decide which don't pay well enough, and balance how good they 
are for the community. Also work on commercial naming rights and sponsorship. The Animates Avairy, 
the Loaders Winter Gardens, the Mitre 10 BMX track, The Bullocks Velodrome, The "new Hotel" castle at 
Kowhai park 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 620 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Bayley 
 Last name:  Phillips 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close Davis Library for one day on the 
weekend instead of a weekday (add $0.90 per 
property per year to the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 

new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1135 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Jacqui 
 Last name:  Phillips 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: PNCC have a number of community owned pools that were fundraised for by 
communities that are on school grounds and are run and funded in partnership with local schools, council 
and  through admission charges. I understand a number of schools use the pool in this area and a 
swimming club. You have a Whanganui East community that is passionate about retaining the pool which 
has been well utilized over the past summer. The costs do not have to solely be with council. Repairs 
required are probably in the mid range of what has been touted by consultants and the swim club.  Could 
repairs and maintenance be achieved at a reduced cost  to council by a community fundraising effort and 
local businesses providing services at low or no cost? I understand multiple schools and a swimming 
clunb use the pool and their were 10,000 + admissions. What would schools be prepared to invest 
annually as ongoing cost contribution to ensure the continuation of the pool for their area? Very short 
sighted to consider closing a facility that encourages physical activity, improves mental wellbeing, teaches 
a critical skill of swimming in an region where rivers and oceans are present and a danger to those who 
cannot swim. Consideration needs to be given to the likely social outcomes of the pool removal, with 
limited access to a cheap social activity for young people this increases the risk of antisocial behaviour 
and vandalism. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Insignificant rates rise for a potential capital return. However, this is only viable if 
the building is likely to be saleable at a sufficent return to meet the costs and given limited information 
provided, probably needs further investigation. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  



Submitter Comments: Keep the aviary open, this is part of a significant attraction for visitors and locals 
alike. We have Wildbase recovery centre at PNCC, managed from the outset by a Whanganui local, Chris 
Smith. A significant amount of learning has taken place at Wildbase that could be utilised in 
understanding what measures could be taken to met modern care standards  for the birds etc at 
Whanganuis aviary. In addition there are untapped opprtunities for gaining entry fees or dinations to the 
aviary.  What would it cost to set up an online display that offers easy ways to donate to running costs? 
Again multiple options exist here that do not appear to have been considered. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Mid way point, the hanging baskets are certainly commented on and and vibrance 
to the streets. Could these be more spaced out and decreased in number or put out only over the period 
of specific events, such as vintage weekend and only  maintained until they need replacement? Again we 
have either  all or bnothing there are mid range options here to be explored. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Sensible to look at whether a commercial operator could operate this without the 
need for council to support, while recognising that this facility is a major attraction for Whanganui. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Sensible as long as these are being adequately utilized by local residents. Review 
drop off points if any  low utilization sites. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: As with the aviary, what options have been investigated for attracting donations 
towards the upkeep by visitors? I take visitors to the area to these facilties and would be happy to make 
donatons towards the running cost. Given vandalism and theft issues with cash donation boxes and 
dwindling cash usen electronic option coudl be useful. i.e an online video a pay wave donation option etc. 
Are there local businesses that would support the set up and running of these at little to no cost to 
council? 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 

$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Agree, Community services are needed more than ever and costs have risen 
dramatically. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Infrastructure investment is critial, for water, roading etc. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Council should not be a business operator, this comes with considerable cost and 
risk,I'm veryam concerned this is being considered. Talk with major hotel providers and provide a case to 
attract them to invest in the region. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Option 4, upgrade facilities to meet long term community need and ensure 
Whanganui attracts major entertainment events. However, again, why does this need to be entirely with 
council? You have a number of community organisation that use the facility, you have the option of 
corporate sponsorship and or the provision of discounted or donated services by businesses. Whanganui 
Council need to move to a community partnership model around major projects. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Marae can be the backbone of support for communities in times of crisis, such as 
major weather events like flooding etc. Provided all in our community are welcome in time of need  this is 
a good investment.I would like to see how Marae can assist or be supported to provide housing for those 
in their iwi in need 

  



Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Certainly this is an essential community service. While I agree this needs to be 
funded, again how much can be done by community fundraising, corporate sponsorship in partnership 
with Council contribution. Could council consider dollar matching potential sponsorship or funds . What is 
available through lottery grants etc. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: While safety is an issue, this is more nice to have as its benefits are limited to 
specific community. Can the Kai Iwi community make a start on this track themselves or obtain funding 
from other sources? i.e horizons, community grants etc. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 

3 



being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 
  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: It would appear funding is being put into playground maintenance and 
improvement but Anzac Park does not feature in this. Given the significant attraction Anzac park is for 
Whanganui, it would be worth investigating what maintenance and improvements would add to the 
attraction and how that could be externally funded. or sponsored. Whanganui needs to  be seen as a 
great place to visit and raise children if it is to continue to grow.  Econcomic investment and goals appear 
sound bar the hotel proposal whcih is an unsuitable activity for a council. PNCC tried this also and needed 
up with significant cost and no hotel. This is a private enterprise activity best undertaken by people for 
who this is their core business. 
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 388 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Willow 
 Last name:  Phillips 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1518 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Billy 
 Last name:  Philp 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Remove all Traffic Lights and put in "Roundabouts". With roundabouts there is 
"No" or very little on-going costs. Traffic lights have a 24/7 power cost and servicing. Each time a set of 
lights needs repair a small roundabout is put in place and the traffic flows smoothly. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 

new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: The last government gave the Maori organisation billions of dollars for all sorts of 
things. It is time to stop supporting just one culture and let them fend for them selves just as the rest of 
us have had to do. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: The crossing is not needed as very few people cross in that location. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Once again Council is providing services for a minority group. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 514 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Kiri 
 Last name:  Piahana-Wong 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Winter Gardens is one of my favourite places in Whanganui. I visit there with 
my family at least once a week. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Provide more funding than set out in Option 1, eg. $2 million. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 813 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Gillian 
 Last name:  Pickett 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Very important for kids to swim and learn to swim.  Too many water related 
incidents in this country 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Provide better “koha” facility, more visible and explanation of “helping to fund 
winter gardens”.  Or install “user pays” system, tho this is an initial cost and admin needed to run it = cost 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Council are not hotel operators, source professionals to facilitate this business. A 
good accommodation provider is definately needed in Whanganui. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House  



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Whilst Marae are important, can they not amalgamate a few to reduce the 
number from 20.  This is what sports clubs do when numbers decrease and facilities become too 
expensive to run 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Ridiculous!   Whenever there is an event there, the road is usually blocked off 
anyway.  And the rest of the time people can cross the road safely.  I walk round the bridges regularly and 
have never seen masses of people trying to get across the road 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 697 Not Speaking 
 First name:  J 
 Last name:  Pickett 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Essential to have 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Water wisdom/ capability saves lives 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Arts need help 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: 1960s jail thinking 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Fabulous for everyone 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 
$10.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Supporting a business that could support itself or close down 

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: No direct benefit to most rate payers 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Money better spent elsewhere 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Stop the curbside recycling. We have our recycling centre. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1139  
 First name:  Mary 
 Last name:  Pickett 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Contract it out to a supplier 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep them in the first two blocks only 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 764  
 First name:  Barry 
 Last name:  Pickett 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish  



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: A simple feasibility study would probably indicate that in order to be feasible an 
occupancy rate of +/_ 70% would be required with an average room rate of $250 AT LEAST.This is pie in 
the sky dreaming. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1131 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Tuera 
 Last name:  Pirikahu 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 285 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Elisabeth 
 Last name:  Pitkethley 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Alternative more affordable options as described in 1news report "Raised 
pedestrian crossings ditched in Auckland after critism" Tues, Apr 30  These included flashing inground 
lights activated by pedestrians  driver feedback signs, high friction surfacing, kerb build-outs or central 
Islands. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1389 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Rachel 
 Last name:  Plank 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep the theatre 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 174  
 First name:  aizayius 
 Last name:  pomana 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: the Whanganui East  Pool should stay open because if splash centre is closed we 
can not swim. It would be really sad because we love Whanganui East Pool 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1318 Speaking 
 First name:  Hayden 
 Last name:  Potaka 
 Organisation:  Whanganui Maori Tourism Organisation  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: And additional investment in Maori Business 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  



Submitter Comments: More information is needed here 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: There is a bigger discussion around this development 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Needed 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Just block off the road all together 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Needs to be directly discussed with Maori organisations 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 15 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Ivy, Amelia & Tamara 
 Last name:  Pound, Richmond & Tims 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The roads and footpaths are okay at the moment. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: We think number two is a good ideas to get a buisness to build it because we do 
need another hotel and we don't have to pay for it. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



  
Submitter Comments: Because lots of people like the outside of the opera house & the other things in 
the opera house is fine. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: because we think the marae is fine how it is. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: So that we keep the kids safe in Whanganui. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments: So it is easier to get to the markets and other places near there and so its less 
busier. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: So that it will be less dangerous for people 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments: because if you sell something thats important to your town then you won't be 
able to get it back. 
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1105 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Robbie 
 Last name:  Power 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1161 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Joe 
 Last name:  Power 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I believe this to be a very sensible and pragmatic option. If it means a cost saving 
to council and assist with rate increases then it has to happen. A 6 day operation for a library is plenty 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 726 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Rosemarie 
 Last name:  Pratt 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close Davis Library for one day on the 
weekend instead of a weekday (add $0.90 per 
property per year to the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Invite public donations, fundraising or investors in the arts to contribute as it is a 
historic building (if they want it saved that is) 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Fundraising and donations from groups or public who want to see it stay open. It is 
a drawcord to our city and enjoyed by all ages. Could there be s donation to go through it or some way to 
contribute to costs in some form....those that want it open will have ideas. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: In these economic times,  definitely not! Not a council role! 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 

with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Fundraising by interested groups, or sponsors could be invited. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Leave things as tgey are under finances improve. It works so no need. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

2 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 393 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Derek 
 Last name:  Prentice 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Mainstreet are ripping the council off 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not councils job to fund such work 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Government grants should be enough. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is a crazy idea. Why would any one place such an obstacle along the only 
route for heavy traffic to cross the river. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: We cant afford the project. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: We have to limit or forget about the nice to haves and focus on the basic needs. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1190 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Elizabeth 
 Last name:  Preston 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: As a teacher, l believe that the community needs places to gather and read, every 
day of the week. Limiting access will make the community poorer- poorer in terms of community 
spaces!!!! 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I commented earlier about community spaces, in terms of the library - the same 
issues apply here! People in Wanganui East need outdoor spaces for their children- and having a place to 
gather and enjoy summer, is vital in terms of keeping children active and off their devices. Closing any 
outdoor spaces will make for a poorer / less connected community. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: How sad it ll be if all the historical buildings and community spaces are 
demolished. What kind of town would we have - money might be saved, but at what cost to our beautiful 
and historical town. Carry out what repairs are needed…. and let the community use it! We will all be 
richer for it! If you close down and demolish everything, it might save money- but the town and 
community will lose it’s sparkle and vibrancy. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Once again a well loved community space - what is the point of closing everything 
down and forcing people indoors. People need spaces to gather and to  enjoy  our beautiful town- why 
would visitors even come to our town, if there was nothing to see and nowhere to go! Keep the bird 
aviary - do what you need to, to update it and keep it pleasant for the birds. Please don’t demolish 
everything which is good and special about Whanganui. 

  



Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The hanging baskets provide a wonderful atmosphere - please keep them. We 
want to live in a town which takes pride in itself and values the aspects which make it special. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: A buyer will more than likely change what is already working well for Whanganui. 
Why risk that happening. It’s a place that visitors love to come to…l think if you get rid of all that makes 
Whanganui special, there might be more money, but at what cost to the community? 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: It seems to be working- definite keep this going 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is a community space- and the community, especially the children deserve to 
have a library that is open every day. You might save money , but it ll come at a huge community cost. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Another community space that is at risk of being destroyed! These spaces are 
loved by children and families, especially visitors - why even think of closing something which provides 
pleasure, adds beauty and makes Whanganui unique. Keep it! 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: These projects make Whanganui a better place to live in… and for that reason 
alone, l would support the increase 

  
Further comments on service cuts: Please don’t destroy/ diminish the community spaces - children and 
families need these spaces and places, especially in this age of devices and disconnectedness. Money 
might be saved- but this would come at a huge cost to the people of Whanganui - and visitors who love 
what we have to offer here. 
  



Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 



feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Families live here… and we need spaces and places that will benefit those 
families… l feel so strongly about maintaining / improving what we have, rather than diminishing what 
makes Whanganui special and unique. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 356 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Elizabeth 
 Last name:  Price 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: There needs to be a cheaper option.  It's shouldn't cost that much.  Are there 
multiple quotes? Is the standard too high or inflexible.  There should be a cheaper option for a group of 
birds to be looked after. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The hanging baskets are really important for creating a beautiful city for people to 
live in and visit. Again though, why so expensive to maintain the baskets are there different options being 
looked at. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Chronicle said that the vintage weekend drew 5000 from out of town.  The 
city obviously coped with this.  The hotel will only provide 60-80  rooms. Costing $55 million.  That is 
close to 1 million per room! How can that be justified when things like Gonville Library, Whanganui East 
Pools and the aviary are going to have cuts?  The city has recently increased by 6000 people.  Surely 



making the city nice for those people the task of the council rather than fund through ratepayers a hotel 
that proportionally very few people will benefit from. There are far higher priorities. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: This cycle way will be great for the community and be an attraction as well as this 
is a safety issue as currently it is not safe for cyclists. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 

Don't know 



assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 100 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Douglas 
 Last name:  Price 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The amount added to the rates each year ($2.30 per property) is infinitesimal. It's 
great having a library accessible on weekdays and weekends when on the spur of the moment you decide 
to visit the library. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: An extremely valuable asset and important for children to have access to "learning 
to swim" facilities. Its location is also relevant. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Obviously - 60c per property annually is not a huge burden on ratepayers -  and 
the building has meant a lot to Wanganui residents over many years. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: A great asset and attraction to visitors to our city. Kids love it. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Visitors always comment favourably on how attractive the Avenue looks. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Very popular with locals who appreciate and use this facility. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Another asset that Wanganui residents and visitors enjoy. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: We need community organisations. They help make a city what it is - caring for 
and looking after its residents. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: We certainly don't want our assets to deteriorate - lack of reasonable 
maintenance is a recipe for disaster and increased belated and inflated expenditure. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Was a bit in two minds over this one. Maybe go in partnership 50-50 with a 
developer. 



  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Important to maintain this icon in pristine condition, Upgrades never get cheaper 
so the sooner you start the better. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Marae are important and we need to value them. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: With the increased use in Castlecliff beach it is very important that we assist and 
encourage training and development of lifesavers. Suitable, comfy and adequate facilities are essential. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Don't see any change as necessary. An ordinary pedestrian crossing would be 
sufficient. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 213 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Julia 
 Last name:  Price 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 

new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 711 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Liz 
 Last name:  Price 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Add a small fee  for seeing the Avairy at the gate 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: The staff could all take a  Decrease in waves and thin out of staff and make them 
accountable for wages paid 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

1 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

1 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 687  
 First name:  N 
 Last name:  Price 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close Davis Library for one day on the 
weekend instead of a weekday (add $0.90 per 
property per year to the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: People b4 profit 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: Im not a rate payer so unsure on options as I also don't use these places 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Maybe turn it into the one they have at esplanade PNth 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish Don't know 



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Gonville Library is a connected hub its the breath and lifeline to many in the 
community. Closing it could mean mental health decline, people isolated and disconnected. Many catch 
up with people there. There are many connections with the staff and the people who come to the library 
for socialization and education. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Winter Gardens provide a really nice environment  seeing the blooms and 
other plants grow, its a very eco. and sustainable place, its also nice when its decorated during the events 
(easter, xmas).   There's not alot of things to view in Whanganui, so closing down areas that give people 
pleasure and enjoyment should be considered. Those who don't drive can only view those in the city as 
well. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Community events are a great place for people to come and enjoy these. It 
provides a wholistic overview of the welfare of people, at the same time people meet up and enjoy the 
atmosphere and engagement of each other. 

  
Further comments on service cuts: Cutting services is not my prefered option. You PROVIDE a service 
then you takeaway - What's the purpose of that?  We need a council that sustains our town, in a sobriety 
way, by giving and providing an eco, friendly, wholistic framework, without the city and eco environment 
it will die.  PS: The council need to get working around the areas that have serious need of cleaning up 
the environment around Talbot St. I recently went there and I was appaled by the buildings left there and 
children able to access them, the buildings are broken left desolate. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: don't use the service 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: don't use the service 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 



Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

2 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: I'm not sure if there is a service but a service for those who don't drive can go visit 
places out of the city, ie gardens etc for day trips. 
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1554 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Abbie 
 Last name:  Priest 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Isn't this building a heritage building? So can't be just demolished! 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Why propose closing something that attracts so many families and visitors !! 
Would be a real shame 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: Most of the things that are being proposed make Whanganui iconic!! 
Disappointed at the proposed closures changes etc. I read a document that talked about a hotel being 
built in town which ratepayers would be paying for? This seems crazy and don't agree with it! 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Would be good if the potholes etc were fixed correctly the first time and then it 
wouldn't cost so much as wouldn't need to keep repairing them! 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Ratepayers should not be paying for this...should be built by someone other than 
council 

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1496 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Eileen 
 Last name:  Pritchard 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I don’t want any closure of libraries, the amount of freely assessable educational 
and leisure activities are to be enjoyed across all ages and walks of life. As a rate payer I’m very happy to 
continue to pay this small increase for such an important service to our community. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: A feasibility study sounds good but can result in going nowhere and wasting 
ratepayers money. Applying old fashioned common sense to debates and discussion could achieve the 
same. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Invest in stabilisation and continued use as a theatre, some of the costs could be 
paid back from revenue collected on sales of ticketed seats. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not into caged birds. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Let business owners contribute to baskets if they want them. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 

buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: I have never been in the winter gardens, so need to go there before commenting. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1153 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Jan 
 Last name:  Procter 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Put an outdoor pool along side the splash Centre 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 
$10.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish Don't know 



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 863 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Madeline 
 Last name:  Prowd 
 Organisation:  I am submitting as a member of the 
community/individual  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: NZ Glassworks is a unique, public access facility that is a major asset to the 
Whanganui community and NZ as a whole. Having an accessible facility for glass artists to hire to make 



work and a retail outlet for high calibre NZ made artwork and homewares is essential for the continuation 
of glass making within this country and essential for education opportunities (in a climate of defunding 
and slashing pathways into craft based mediums across the country and world). Closing this facility would 
have major detrimental impact on the artist community as a whole (not just glass practitioners), and the 
tourism appeal of Whanganui. Having NZ Glassworks remain under Council ownership is a huge asset - NZ 
Glassworks has huge potential to increase revenue for the Council and offers a unique and exciting visitor 
experience unlike what else is available in NZ. Retaining NZ Glassworks as Council owned highlights the 
value of arts organisations like this within NZ. I cannot state strongly enough how vital it is for NZ 
Glassworks to remain open and accessible for artists and member of the public to visit, utilise and learn 
about the medium of glass and its vitality within NZ. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park  



Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  

 



Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 370 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Carole 
 Last name:  Pryce 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Spend money on worthwhile maintenance not stupid hairbrain ideas  judder bars 

etc. How about investing in rail bridge walkway 😒 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Should be private enterprise nothing to do with council 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 



  
Submitter Comments: Utilise memorial hall without spending more rate payers money on opera house 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Use the round building at beach. Price to rebuild absolutely ridiculous. Great 
service provided by lifesaving but prob be another art gallery blowout in pricing 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Don’t need it: is there someone in council trying to justify their job with all these 
outrageous notions around the town 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Stop spending ridiculous sums of money around town for unnecessary items   
Example Art Gallery!!! 
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Start looking after pensioners that have given their life to Wanganui & now 
struggle to live with increased rate because of council over spending: Art Gallery a joke when money 
could have been channelled to help everyone not just a few artists in town 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1391 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Nicky 
 Last name:  Pryce 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Great community asset and only outdoor pool left 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Only services a small amount of the community. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: So many visitors are attracted to the aviary. Has bring joy to so many kids and 
families over the years. Would be very said to see this go. There is nothing else like it in Whanganui. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 
$10.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: One of the many attractions at Virginia Lake. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: All this excessive spending on speed bumps around town is unnecessary. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I feel this won’t service the whole Whanganui community 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Hugely important service to have. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Unnecessary. It’s fine the way it is. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Would be good to see something implemented for the disgusting state of the 
Anzac Parade Freedom Camp area. What an eyesore coming into Whanganui. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 419 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Sally 
 Last name:  Pugh 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep the building and listen to those who use it. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep the aviary. Reduce wages by cutting jobs; ask for volunteers and let the 
public sponsor birds. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1009 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Andrea 
 Last name:  Pugh 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I love to visit the library on Sunday 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: A visit to Virginia lakes wouldnt be the same without going through the Aviary 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I go to knitting at Gonville Library and the facilities of this library are welcoming 
and some where you can have a coffee and chat also feel safe 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is always lovely to go round when you are visiting virginia lakes 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: This survey should have been sent to every rate payer as it effects everyone who 
pays rates 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 5 Speaking 
 First name:  Michael (Mike) 
 Last name:  Punch 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: I have insufficient information. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: As this theatre is becoming less fit for purpose closure of the facility is inevitable. 
It may be possible for the build to be sold to a private developer to upgrade and maybe turn into 
apartments thus saving council expense and retaining another piece in the heritage building aspect of 
this precinct. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: This is probably something that was originally set up by enthusiastic volunteers, 
many of which have probably moved on, I have found it is a pleasant stop when entertaining visitor to 
town. Perhaps it could be sold to some existing tourist business as an attraction. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: I favour keeping the hanging baskets because they add a pleasant vibe to the town 
centre on hot summer days and are one aspect that encourages visitors to the city to return. 

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Same comments as for the aviary. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is core council business. A need to have not a nice to have. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments: Council has no place in commercial business. I am unaware of any successful 
commercial enterprise run by any council that has been able to sustain profitability and it is common for 
these enterprises to consistently run at a loss. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: While I see some merit in a few selected Marae being supported as the centre of 
their community (I understand that Central Govt has provided support in the past). With modern 
transport there is probably less need in much the same ways as there is less need for rural community 
halls nowadays. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: When Pakaitore Reserve is getting a lot of use the roads are normally closed to 
traffic. While some raised crossings are proving valuable in busy areas, it seems that they are now 
becoming a status symbol and are now becoming a hindrance. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I have a preference for option 2 as some of the anticipated outcome of option 1 
will most likely be achieved by option 2. A possible better priority could be something like this to Kaitoke 
because of the size of the community it would serve, and also may receive funding from Transit NZ. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  



We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: There are probably assets that are now surplus to needs.  Provided the sales are 
managed in an appropriate manner I have a belief that surplus assets and unprofitable ventures should 
be sold. NZIPA being an example. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: There are three questions that should always be asked whether governmental or 
private when considering any expenditure 1/ Do we want it? 2/ Do we need it? 3/ Can we afford it? And a 
fourth regarding investment. Will I be prepared to invest my own capital in this venture? 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 144 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Sonia 
 Last name:  Puru 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 
$10.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1545 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Denis 
 Last name:  Quickfall 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep it open this year but do a feasibility study to look at all options going forward 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Look at other options eg sponsorship, more community involvement with 
volunteers. There are a lot of people in this city who want it to remain open - with an upgrade (not the 
deluxe version proposed by the so-called expert). It could be funded outside of rates. Needs to be looked 
into. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Nice to have but...... 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments: We shouldn't be funding the glassworks. It should not be a burden on ratepayers. 
If it needs additional funding they should be finding it elsewhere. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Urban households pay for rubbish removal. We should not be paying for rural 
service. Maybe it could be a targeted rate 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We seem to have a lot of library options in the city. It would be nice for all these 
suburbs to have their own, but realistically we cannot afford the luxury 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: In better times I would agree that this should be increased. We are not in a 
position to do so now though. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This should not be coming out of our rates. If central government wants to fund it, 
great. Otherwise it should be up to fundraising 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: I know this is a long-Term Plan, however the average rates rise for householders in 
excess of 12% this year is going to be tough for a lot of people. I know you have said the average increase 
is about 10.4% but that isn't the average for homeowners. That figure includes rural and business. In 3 
years time you might get a completely different reaction to many of the suggestions. Time will tell - 
hopefully we will have resolved many by then. Thank you for allowing me to have my say 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 199 Not Speaking 
 First name:  John 
 Last name:  Quigley 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Close for 2 days a week. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Sell even more assets to further lower rates. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

1 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

1 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: The rate increases are unbelievable over the last few years and what is sought.  
Well above CPI.  Expenditure by council seems to be ever free flowing.   The rates need to fall.  Why don't 
you consider combining some administration with Horizons.  There must be some efficiency that can be 
gained. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1677 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Andrew 
 Last name:  Quirk 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The library shouldn’t be open 7 days a week for such a minimal service 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: This pool only services very few people. The cost of upgrading and compliance is 
huge and should not be included as part of the LTP 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Although this is a heritage building, the cost of maintaining and earthquake 
strengthening is too high. We already have one theatre which anyone can use. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Birds should not be kept in a caged area. This is what bushy park is for 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: For a very minimal cost, these baskets are nice to see for our visitors being in the 
Main Street of town 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Why are residential ratepayers paying for rural rubbish 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Didn’t even know this still existed. We only need 1 main library 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Nice place for kids etc to visit while at the lake 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Everyone uses these facilities on a daily basis. Why can’t certain sections of 
footpath replacements etc go out for tender instead of using just 1 provider 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Council should not be even thinking about touching a private investment like this. 
There is too much risk. 

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments: This should not have even been touched in the first place. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: It is not up to general public to provide for Maraes when 99% of the public don’t 
step foot on these properties. They should be fundraising instead of asking for public handouts 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Great cause. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This road is dangerous 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

1 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1356 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Tiana 
 Last name:  Raaymakers 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I think we'd all miss the Cockatoos. Maybe demolish the current aviary and 
replace it with a small modern facility. Maybe just 2 types of birds, and a couple of lizards too. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: If a buyer can't be found in 18 months please close it. 

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Do rural properties get free rubbish disposal? I understand the reasoning but it 
costs so much! Would partnering with a private waste company reduce council costs? If the rural homes 
pay the company for the pickups and the council pays the company for the extra time and petrol would it 
be a little cheaper? 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I believe Gonville community needs this facility 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Maintaining is perfectly acceptable and I wouldn't complain about a decrease 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I've heard that some of the poor quality roads and structures etc. are that way 
because the companies weren't paid enough... 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I like the project but it might be best to use someone else's money 

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Hopefully central government will decide to give another grant so we can lower 
local contributions 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: $120,000 for a crossing and entrance. It's a cool idea but I don't think it's worth 
doing financially 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This trail won't get enough use and the maintenance costs will be awful. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  



Submitter Comments: I'd probably only be happy to sell $6 million worth of assets. It really depends 
what they are. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1186 Not Speaking 
 First name:  William 
 Last name:  Raaymakers 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close Davis Library for one day on the 
weekend instead of a weekday (add $0.90 per 
property per year to the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: should close on the Sunday 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: replace with a smaller scale aviary or animal enclosure, maybe including some 
birds and reptiles perhaps 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 
$10.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: close one day during the week or if it is open during weekend, close it one day 
during weekend. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: depends on what assets we are to sell 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

2 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: make redundancies in the council and middle/upper management (focusing on 
the ones that aren't actually achieving work for the city, but rather there to simply get paid). eg. reduce 
councillor number from 12 to, say 8 without increasing their individual salaries. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1057 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Karen 
 Last name:  Raaymakers 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Close it for 2 days. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 
$10.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Absolutely NO!!! 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 995 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Michael 
 Last name:  Raaymakers 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Spend less on computers, a library is for books. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Close the Pool. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Have a small entry charge for the Aviary. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: Get rid of all parking meters. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Improve road layout and have safety barriers for pedestrians. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

2 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Get rid of ALL parking meters. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1664 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Charlie 
 Last name:  Rae 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 409 Speaking 
 First name:  Clare 
 Last name:  Raisin 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Look at aligning to a school pool fir outdoor swimmin. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We need to maintain existing amenities. The Bird aviary is an important branch to 
our leisure and visitor amenities, in that it provides a different experience. As visitor numbers increase 
with our renovated Sergeant Gallery, we need to have other amenities available for visitation. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Whanganui city was the first to introduce this main street decor. We need to keep 
and maintain the flower baskets as they provide floral beautification to our unique historic buildings. 
They provide a point of difference to other city mainstreets; flower baskets with historic buildings. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 



  
Submitter Comments: Seek a partner, retaining 51% ownership. This way you keep the Glassworks in our 
city. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: These gardens offer a varied experience to resident and visitors showcasing plants 
ad well as garden art. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Thus proposal while visionary, lacks detail to be considered. Research on demand 
should have been done before including this in the draft plan. Secondly, property development is not part 



of council's core business and I doubt the council has the expertise required to follow this through to a 
successful outcome. Develop a register of homestays for large events like the Masters Games to cope 
with increased visitor numbers. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: This aligns with closing the Repertory Theatre -put money into renovating one 
theatre only. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I strongly feel that the Council does not provide any funding for Marae upgrades. 
The government through Nanaia Mahuta handed out $100 million to upgrade maraes across NZ. They 
have also received millions of dollars in treaty settlements, some of which should surely be spent on their 
maraes. If maraes get funding, why not churches and schools, eg Presbyterian churches? They have halls 
with kitchens and toilets which could be used for civil defence and emergency purposes. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Thus is a worthy project that serves a wide proportion of our community, 
particularly the Young. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: We are strongly against such a large sum of money, $830,000 being spent on a 
crossing to a little used reserve. This reserve gets nowhere near the visitation that Kowhai Park gets, and 
that doesn't have or need a crossing. Unbelievable. I go past Pakaitore regularly and have rarely seen 
many people in the reserve. Definitely not a need to have, nor a nice to have. It is a luxury we as a city 
can't afford. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: This project will encourage more people to ride their bikes around Whanganui. I 
would also like to see a continuation of the track alongside the railway line by Pak n Save go right along to 
the river. What a safe pathway through the city streets that would be. 
  



Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: It is difficult to have an opinion on this when the assets to be sold are not named. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: I commend the efforts that have gone into this draft plan, and the work being 
done by Mayor Andrew Tripe and Rob Vinsen. The Council is a business with social responsibility. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1233 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Amy 
 Last name:  Rakus 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 

improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 160 Speaking 
 First name:  Keith 
 Last name:  Ramage 
 Organisation:  Whanganui East and wider community. From a 
meeting hosted by Whanganui East School Board that I am the presiding member of.  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The representatives of the community (not just Whanganui East residents) who 
attended a meeting on 9th April wish that the Whanganui East Pool remains open.   Attached is a 
document of 50 comments from this meeting. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House  



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 385 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Rachel 
 Last name:  Ramage 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: A feasibility study is very costly for little benefit. I'd rather pay for this than the 
extra's you have put in for rubbish and recycling which I can do myself easily. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 550 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Keith 
 Last name:  Ramage 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep the pool open while completing a feasibility study completing the minimum 
work required until a long term plan is agreed on. Not enough capacity to provide for school water safety 
instruction with only the Splash Centre open. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Do we have other underutalised facilities that could provide theatre space in 
replacement? 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Partner with the community to provide the facility at a lower cost. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments: Doesn't seem like core council business. But don't close it without looking at ways 
to keep it running. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Is this included in the rural rates rather than for everyone? Seems crazy that we 
will be soon paying $240pa for recycling and food scraps pick up when many of us have no need for this 
and do it all for nothing currently (recycling and home compost) 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: Why are we adding curbside recycling and future food scraps pickup 
at such a high cost when we already have a city based service? User pays for rubbish pickup. This costs 
our family of 5 less than $70pa. Where is the value in $240pa? 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  



Submitter Comments: Carpark for Whanganui? Plenty of parking in our city. People just need to be 
prepared to walk a block. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: Would need to see a cost benefit analysis. What shows and at what cost are we 
missing out on? How many per year? 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: How do we know the future of Government funding, it changes every 3 years. 
Need to review in the future again and discuss when we get to that point. Also why doesn't the 
$80million Treaty Settlement get used for this purpose? 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Better to not do this than have a small saving in closing a library fro a day per 
week... 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Nice to have. As a cyclist I'm happy to bike that way but have other routes I prefer. 
Don;t think it would increase my usage of the route. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 



Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Very hard to agree to with no detail 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Still cannot beleive the cost of the kerbside recycling and future food scraps 
collection. It makes no difference for those already managing this themselves and surely the quality of 
the recycling will see so much more recyclable product in the landfill as it will not be cleaned well 
enough. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 521 Not Speaking 
 First name:  DEMELZA 
 Last name:  RANGINUI 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: If we remove the hanging baskets will these be reinstated at a later date? 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 16 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Annabelle, Elektra & Moses 
 Last name:  Ranginui, Hübsch & Harolins 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I think it would be good for our future. And would be better for another or diffrent 
hotal. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 



  
Submitter Comments: I like the way it is it's a great memory. But we could do some upgrading a bit 
though. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: I would really like to upgrade them. And life guardes do their job longer so more 
people may live. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments: It would be way better if that part of the road was safer, for everyone. It's better to 
be safe than sorry! 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Just close down the trail. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 740 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Leanne 
 Last name:  Rapson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 217  
 First name:  Te Weri 
 Last name:  Ratana 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: it is the only place in wanganui with a diving board for me to do manu bombs 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish  



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 95 Speaking 
 First name:  Phillip T 
 Last name:  Raweti 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Didnt know it opened on weekends 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Open summer months 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Hang it! 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Most people enjoy them 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Enough fly tippers around already 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Closed monday wont hurt? 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: we need life savers 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Dublin St Bridge!! 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Long as carparking isnt flooding 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: More if possible. $$$ = lives 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 801 Not Speaking 
 First name:  David 
 Last name:  Rawlinson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Developing a hotel is well outside the remit and skill level of the council. It should 
not be done by the council. It is a recipe for financial disaster. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: $830k is extremely poor value for money for a road crossing. This should be put on 
hold and revisited in future when economic conditions are more favourable. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Put on hold and revisit in the future when economic conditions are more 
favourable. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: It's impossible to comment on selling assets without knowing what assets are 
going to be sold. Some exploration needs to be done and further information should be provided before 
asking ratepayers to comment on a half-baked proposal. 
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 305 Speaking 
 First name:  Dean 
 Last name:  Raymond 
 Organisation:  Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga  Central 
Region  Area Manager  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 44 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Nadine 
 Last name:  Rayner 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: There's very little for children in Whanganui East. I feel strongly that the pool 
should remain open and be adequately maintained, particularly for the children. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I am on the Repertory Theatre committee (vice president). Repertory Theatre suits 
our needs very well. We are all agreed that subject to the stabilisation of the bank, which needs to be 
done anyway, we would buy the theatre for one dollar and maintain it properly. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep the colour and life in the avenue. The flower tubs outside the council offices 
are full of weeds. Shame! 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Don't know 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1191 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Sheryl 
 Last name:  Read 
 Organisation:  None  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Have it leased & run by a business,  or funded via lottery grants/community 
fundraising.  This site is used by a wide variety of people (age/interests/variety of families etc)- prefer it 
kept open due to community history & now only public outdoor swimming pool in Whanganui. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Use a multipurpose building with several rooms/storage sheds for storage of props 
etc 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is used by many people across age range, interests, & economic status. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Very important to community, used for many groups, & wide range of age and 
interests 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Reduce funding, but base funding on overall good to most of people in 
community- multiple age ranges/ interests),  the general well-being of our Wanganui Community.  Focus 
on upkeep of less facilities, using those of multiple purposes more for more groups. 

  
Further comments on service cuts: Investigate selling some of the buildings of only one use (especially 
those needing earthquake strengthening/ in need of much repair), that could be transferred to multiuse 
facilities. Focus on upkeep of less facilities, and use those facilities more often. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Third option, but large percentage of funding comming from external sources, & it 
being used a lot more often, by a wider range of people- small changes to make it more multipurpose eg- 
housing repertory theater groups. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Always keep in mind how often a service is used, by a wide range of our 
community (age range, demographic's/ interests).  If low level of use, by small slice of wanganui 
demographics/interests- then combine in multiuse facilities(selling off) /reduce services etc 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 821 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Scott 
 Last name:  Redding 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 
$10.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

1 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

1 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: “The reopened Sarjeant Gallery will be a major drawcard and driver of economic 
uplift for our region.     There has a been a significant investment from Whanganui individuals, central 
government, private trusts and philanthropists from throughout Aotearoa plus ratepayers to pay for the 
Sarjeant Gallery Redevelopment.     It's crucial that the gallery is fully resourced at this time to fully utilise 
the one-off opportunity of the re-opening to ensure the best return on everyone's investment, and to set 
the gallery up for future success and potential fundraising for on going programmes to be delivered at a 
high level.     As part of the $1.5 million of savings across WDC proposed in the Long Term Plan to achieve 
a 10% rates rise, the Sarjeant Gallery's budget for the reopening year and following years has been cut by 
$200,000 per annum from what had been planned.     These cuts risk the gallery being under-resourced at 
this critical time, which could mean the reopening opportunity isn't fully utilised, and this could also 
result in the risk of budget blowouts if costs such as energy, which are unknown at this time, aren't 
generously budgeted for.     I consider that Whanganui District Council needs to keep the Sarjeant budget 
at a level that allows full leverage on the reopening opportunity and to seriously reconsider making any 
proposed cuts that will negatively impact the successful operation of the Gallery going forward”.     
Signed,    Scott Redding 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 121 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Isham 
 Last name:  Redford 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Libraries are already critically under funded. They are one of the remaining places 
in society where people can go and simply exist for free. Accessing services and assistance that the library 
is not funded for yet the staff are able to provide an exceptional service. Closing the library for even one 
day a week will disproportionately affect the most vulnerable and poorest members of our community. I 
simply cannot see the cost/benefit for the sake of $2.30 a year. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Swimming literacy is an important part of a healthy community, especially in 
Aotearoa. The East pool is a strong community asset that should be looked after. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It makes sense to sell the building given it's heritage status and use as a 
community asset but council should no invest any further money into the building itself. If the community 
wants it then it should be compelled to invest in its future. Whanganui Rep could be given priority 
consideration for a purchase but it should not be palmed off for a nominal fee. Again, if the community 
wants it, it will make it happen, Council should not be compelled to fund this any further (other than 
through regular grants/funding etc).     I am a member of both Rep and AmDram and if it comes down to 
it, funding for the Opera House is a much more solid investment. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not sure why it was propped up last year, Council does not have the funding nor 
the expertise required to continue with this venture. 

  



Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: It has always struck me as odd that several private companies operate within the 
District. I would like to see a single tender for the whole district negotiated. This buying power would 
increase rates but be a net benefit for households as it would be lower than an individual contract. It 
would also reduce the number of garbage trucks on the road. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Libraries are already critically under funded. They are one of the remaining places 
in society where people can go and simply exist for free. Accessing services and assistance that the library 
is not funded for yet the staff are able to provide an exceptional service. Closing the library for even one 
day a week will disproportionately affect the most vulnerable and poorest members of our community. I 
simply cannot see the cost/benefit for the sake of $1 a year. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  



Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments: The RWOH is a landmark attraction and has the ability to drive increased 
economic and cultural benefits to our town. I support he increased funding of the new fly system. The 
building is a taonga to our community and I think its potential to impact on a wider range of our people is 
yet to be realised.     If Hospitality upgrades are sought perhaps the option of a private partnership to 
operate a license could be found in order to improve these facilities. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: This makes perfect sense. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 



feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: This town (as well as the broader Aotearoa) has a very strong narrative of 'car 
first'. One only needs to look at the commentary on WAN in relation to any topic of cycling or the Streets 
for People project. We need to shift this narrative and the only way to do it is to build the infrastructure 
first because the mindset will never change otherwise. Our deference towards the car (on of the least 
vulnerable road users) over pedestrians, cyclists, runners etc needs to stop. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Exploring the selling of assets is one thing, especially where those assets are costly 
with no apparent return, but crunching down on what those assets are and how different people will be 
impacted will be critical. I would like to see council clearly and transparently consult on what assets have 
been selected and why. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

2 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  



Submitter Comments: I understand that council is shelving its mahi in the digital equity. Understandable 
considering the budgetary constraints and yet unforgivable in an increasingly digital-first world.  Our 
communities are finding more and more than they are required to go online to complete tasks that 
previously were done in person or by phone.     Many councils now require people to engage and perform 
tasks or access services through digital channels and be able to do online banking and payments. This 
covers a variety of activities: from registering your dog annually, applying for a building consent, to paying 
your rates or submitting on a local bylaw or long term and annual plan consultation.     Digital 
technologies are intended to make the cost of providing council services lower and so lower the 
increasing rates our community needs to pay. This is the same for other services like government forms, 
telecommunications, health and banking. But this can have consequences for those who cannot go online 
to the level expected or needed, resulting in poorer wellbeing outcomes for our people left behind. Many 
of our libraries and community organisations are left to support people by delivering digital inclusion 
initiatives created by digital transformation and the removal of face-to-face services on decreasing 
budgets and resources - and you are actively consulting on cutting library services.  22% of households in 
Whanganui report having no access to the internet - over 1/5th.    As with most thinks it is the vulnerable 
sections of society that will miss out: seniors, low income households , Māori and Pasifika. The gap is 
already widening, please don't jack it open further.             
https://www.digital.govt.nz/dmsdocument/113-digital-inclusion-blueprint-te-mahere-mo-te-
whakaurunga-matihiko/html#appendix--groups-at-risk-of-not-being-digitally-included 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 930 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Simon 
 Last name:  Redgate 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep the 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Need to invest in heritage building infrastructure such as the Rep Theatre ,The 
Opera House , and The Whanganui Musicians Club   Earth without Art is Eh ! 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1184 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Elizabeth 
 Last name:  Redit 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1240 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Paul 
 Last name:  Redmond 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The library does a very good job. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Council shouldn't be involved in a hotel or carpark. Council would have had 80 
beds if the council hadn't bought Collegiate Hotel for flying school 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 



  
Submitter Comments: All arts money and more has gone into the arts gallery. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: What assets are the council looking at selling, council should have named what 
they want to sell but it's what we've come to expect from council and C.E.O. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  



Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: How can we make decisions when we don't know what service cuts are going to 
be made. You should not have touched the 3 waters money and I'm not impressed with the way you went 
about the new rubbish collection. I love the way you think money grows on trees. 
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1238 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Suzanne 
 Last name:  Redmond 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Our library is used by many people it is sad to see less books being purchased. 
Why cut purchasing new books? 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Try and sell the pool or leave as a going concern 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: Is the current street cleaning to be continued at the present level? 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Council should not be involved in ownership of a hotel or carpark  If the Council 
had not purchased Collegiate Motel for the flying school, we would not have this accommodation 
shortage 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 

with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: The Arts money has been spent on the Art Gallery - which has completely blown 
its budget. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: What assets are the Council proposing to sell? This needs to be made known to 
the Rate Payers before a decision is made. 



  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: What service cuts are the Council proposing to make?Ratepayers should be made 
aware of them.  Why is the Council considering investing in Community Housing? This is not an area they 
should be involved in, it is a government responsibility.  The Council should be open and transparent. This 
did not occur when they agreed to the large loan they took. Rate Payers have to pay this for many years! 
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1597 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Tina 
 Last name:  Redpath 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: No 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 297 Speaking 
 First name:  Trudy 
 Last name:  Reeves 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Cut costs elsewhere such as online books and subs. keep the physical library open 
to children, homeless and the elderly. The library as a venue is important to so many in the community. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Once again a facility for the youth targeted in a cost cutting exercise. Just don't. 
Invest in the children who can learn to swim and be outside. Keep the pool. Cut down the summer hours 
at the splash centre and force people over to the East pool. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: If the council can spend millions in Drews Ave and talk about retaining Heritage 
Buildings by private investors, there needs to be some answers around how this rate payers asset/ 
building was allowed to fall into ruin. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Cover the wages with volunteers, and some staff. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The people have spoken. Keep it. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 

$10.30 per property per year) 



Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: This does not benefit the wider community in the way the aviary does. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Dont see why this is a service. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Much needed community asset 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: keep the funding. increase the rents at for community groups that use rate payer 
owned facilities. I was a LTP meeting at the Museum where Councilor Helen Craig said groups are paying 
only 10% of market rate!!! Here is an opportunity to keep rates down. 

  
Further comments on service cuts: Keep a focus on the youth of this town. They are being sadly ignored. 
Libraries, youth council, pool. They are the future. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Its shocking how much each area and service is not talking to each other. Wasted 
time and effort before anything gets down. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: This is a vanity project of the current mayor? Is this instead of the commonwealth 
games he thought he could bring to whanganui that he used for his mayoral campaign. Just NO on this 
one. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments: No. This is not needed. We will NEVER get the ROI for this one. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Double that money. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Save lives. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Why a colonised looking cobblestone crossing. Back to the drawing board. Terrible 
idea. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: thats a lot of money spent on shell rock, so put the focus elsewhere 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  

Something else (state below) 



Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: What assets are these? it seems negligent to ask this without exact details, not an 
honest question to ask. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Way too brief, not enough detail, not enough consultation from all the councilors 
who said they would be out there listening. Too much focus on the small trite cuts. And not enough detail 
on asset sales or suggestions on where else to make cuts.   I would like the recycling to extend to 
commercial properties immediately, for those which are "residential" in nature or offer accommodation. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 429 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Nicola 
 Last name:  Refoy-Butler 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close Davis Library for one day on the 
weekend instead of a weekday (add $0.90 per 
property per year to the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: There are few activities for kids and families in Whanganui. Closing the pool will 
only leave one pool facility in Whanganui and while Council says there will be a feasibility study for 
another open air pool, the reality is that this will take along time as will building another pool at 
significant expense. In the meantime, whanganui is left without an open air pool and yet another empty 
vacant lot likely to be ruined by graffiti. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: They make the mainstreet more attractive 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This does not seem to have any benefit to the community particularly given 
Council are proposing to get rid of a community pool. This pathway seems like an unnecessary use of rate 
payer funds. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1443 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Lydia 
 Last name:  Reid 
 Organisation:  Not applicable  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I strongly feel it would be a backward step to close the library one day a week. 
There are already very few places to take children on the weekend or a Monday in whanganui 
(particularly when raining) and I think there will be lonely and low income members of the community 
who will loose out if the library looses hours. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Strongly support the closure. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 

with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

2 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 710 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Hadleigh 
 Last name:  Reid 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I would be interested to see options and wonder if there could be an outdoor pool 
added to the Splash Centre 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This would likely depend on patronage etc. but I do think that libraries and pools 
need to centralise like other clubs and facilities have had to do to remain relevant and sustainable. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Possibly some reduction in the level of service. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I can appreciate this is a tricky one but I do not think Council should be increasing 
this.  $1m a year is significant already. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I would like to think that if it is a good idea then someone will want to do this.  If 
there isn't any interest then I would assume there isn't a good business case? 

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Royal Whanganui Opera House is a real gem for Whanganui and certainly 
should be preserved, treasured and used.  That said, I cannot fathom how $14m + could be spent on this.  
Just seems ridiculous.  This is certainly not the time to be spending money like that with a minimal ROI. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I'm a bit in between on this.  I see the value and importance but I believe the 
Council's support can be thorough koha when visiting Marae that host specific events.  Treaty settlement 
and government funding should be supporting the greater needs.  Most of the above reasoning should 
also be applied to churches and other community halls should you decide to proceed. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: This seems like an excessive cost and at this point in time may not be justified.  I 
am generally in support of this at the appropriate time. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: A good idea but again, may not be the time to do this.  Worth a good look though. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Some difficult decisions will need to be made.  I think that we need to start 
reducing costs generally but I know it is easier said than done...  All the best! 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 537 Speaking 
 First name:  Fergus 
 Last name:  Reid 
 Organisation:  I'm submitting on behalf of myself, and my business 
- Whanganui Tech Services LTD  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments: This is my take on options as a career long event technician, theatre worker and 
technical services business owner involved in Whanganui's event industry, currently working in venues 
and theatres around NZ. Previously working at RWOH for 4-5 years and was the one to make the current 
WDC CEO aware of issues with the Opera House. That notification was part of what started this in regards 
to RWOH's rigging & stagehouse structure.    Option 1 & 2 are a waste of time. Option 4 is really what's 
needed but unjustifiable in current economic climate.     Option 3: The only realistic way forward given 
the options on the table. This option fixes the rigging problem, and beyond. It is the only feasible long 
term solution, in the sense that it sets the RWOH stage structure up for many years to come, improves 
(leaving heritage and community out of that) on what was before without creating other issues such as 
limiting floor space. It'll increase the likelihood of the venue being hired, provided the hireage fee doesn't 
go up substantially.    It's important that this plan accounts for the building of retaining walls at the back 
of the building to deal with sand encroachment from Cooks Gardens hill (similar issue to Rep Theatre), 
and an area is allowed there for a future aircon/heating plant to deal with well known issues regarding 
heating/cooling of the stage area and auditorium (If that can't be included in Option 3).    Regardless of 
the option chosen, there are significant issues with the operation which will continue to plague this 
venue and the others, after this work is completed. Fixing the structure of RWOH is well and good, but 
serious damage is being done to Whanganui's reputation as a touring location and relationships with 
national touring operators, local hirers and volunteers are in an extremely bad way. Considering the 
shape it was in a few years ago, it is a great shame to see how far reputation has fallen. For the sake of 
making this consumable, I will not go into detail on these issues, however I would be happy to speak to 
councilors about this. I highly recommend speaking with long term local users of RWOH, as they will 
speak to the issues mentioned, rather than just hearing it from me, an ex employee.    Finally, a significant 
amount of money could have, and can be saved in the future by using local contractors and retailers for 
the supply & installation of technical equipment. At the moment you are buying hundreds of thousands 
of dollars worth of equipment (eg lighting fixtures and audio equipment) at retail price from out of town 
businesses. This is a great shame given that there are local suppliers connected to the exact same 
distribution networks, who would gladly offer significantly better pricing given the opportunity. Yet WDC 
seems to prefer out of town businesses who are not locally minded and have no desire to support you 
beyond making the sale. What a waste. I thought that council was supposed to support local businesses. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: WSLS is an important service. My business was one of those to sponsor the 
"Running of the balls" during this years Vintage Weekend, fundraising for WSLS to build a new life guard 
tower for Castlecliff Beach. Quite a few other local businesses also took part in sponsorship and thanks to 
a great fund raising effort, WSLS achieved their target and then some. This goes to show that the service 
is widely valued by Whanganui people and businesses. With the potential closure of Whanganui East 
Pool, it is very important that we retain what swimming and water safety programmes we can. One of the 
draw cards of moving too or living in Whanganui is its known as a good place to raise a family. These 
services contribute positively to that reputation. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing Something else (state below) 



Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: I agree that Pākaitore Reserve is a significant historic site... however a raised 
walkway between that and the river seems like a total waste of money. How many people currently cross 
from the river side to Pakaitore? How many people travel by boat to Pakaitore? I have never seen the foot 
traffic to justify this project. The entrance to the park is pretty clearly defined by the current paths leading 
into the area, none of which feed into the area from the proposed route. Would a pedestrian crossing not 
provide the link to the awa? Given the economic climate, I feel this project should be dropped. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: Option one is valid but thought should also be put to making the road safer/wider. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: Without knowing what assets are up for sale it is hard to support this idea. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 

4 



and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 
  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1573 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Jane 
 Last name:  Reid 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1561 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Mitchell 
 Last name:  Reilly 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close Davis Library for one day on the 
weekend instead of a weekday (add $0.90 per 
property per year to the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: Don't sell assets. Short sighted approach 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Stop with the big ideas. We can't afford it and no one will remember the mayor or 
councilors that sell out assests 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1679 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Emma 
 Last name:  Rennie 
 Organisation:  N/A  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The aviary brings people to Whanganui, please do not remove and close it down. 
We need more inviting things to show for in Whanganui. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Decrease the amount of hanging baskets 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: No 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 645  
 First name:  Hugh 
 Last name:  Rennie KC 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish  



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 544  
 First name:  shaqaila 
 Last name:  reweti dalley 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I think the Whanganui  East Pool should stay open because it is really important to 
learn swimming skills and safety skills and also practicing swimming with our school. Its a good place to 
swim in the holidays too.    Whanganui East School age 8 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1247  
 First name:  Michael 
 Last name:  Rewiri-Thorsen 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Save this theatre, it has changed the lives of tens of thousands of people over the 
last century, and a full rebuild would lift the community. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1521  
 First name:  Tania 
 Last name:  Reynolds 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: We have a pool, or our population base we dont need another one.  Pay more 
lifeguards, we have a beach 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Money well spent, do not spoil this area by removing it. If you remove it you (the 
coucil) will just spend triple/quadruple the amount putting something else we do not want in there 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The council should not be in the business of owning businesses 



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: If it is such a viable option, approach the chain hotels and get them to build it. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: More important things to spend money on 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

2 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 552 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Robert BRIAN 
 Last name:  Rhodes 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I believe a new quote on stabilization of the bank has been obtianed which will 
allow the work to be done then sell to a trust who will have to run at a surplus .Rates ..?.. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: this one of the visitor attractions which we need as little new businesses are being 
attracted to our city. I would like to see the aviary enhanced. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: A major visitor attractions. Get a whanganui person to attend to these. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: users pay. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: a great attraction .very nice . 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: ok but not a parking building only an open level sealed space.  The Hotel single 
storied is the best option. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Something else (state below) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: replace the worn equipment with the same st little cost. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: no you are wanting to delete many features of our city which don't add up to this 
stupid spending . 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: what is really so wrong with the present building and we don't want a community 
area. DUNCAN  Pavilion is under used. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: you must be mad all of you . AUCKLAND is busy removing these raised crossings 
and they have them where there 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: The most stupid idea.Tanya Bailey of Putiki Iwi thinks its a bad idea perhaps just 
pait it on as done by Maori in the past. Would inhibit fire and heavy vehicles . 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Social Housing  This is really a govt responsibility. The present portfolio of about 
274 units should be producing a good cash surplus  as all landlords are making heaps so the papers as 
labour and the media keep telling us.WHAT IS THE SITUATION.?    Kowhai Park playground   More features 
could be added at the Dunlin Street end BUT leave the rest as is.  4.1 Million for playground replacement 
requires full community discussion so delete this.  Who wrote this BULL SHIT some one from Palmerston 
North I assume.  This park is the icon of Whanganui.You ask anyone who has been brought up here and 
moved away ,the first thing they want to see on any return vist is our unique KOWHAI PARK.    Public 
Toilets    2.8 million and your looking at cutting real community facilities  A JOKÈ.    RECYCLING     WITH 
CURB SIDE RECYCLING and Low Cost Bins establishing a new depot for all recycling the public in Maria 
Place Exrention  which is costing at least $500.000 a year can be closed.  As for residential food waste 
recycling  a JOKE ,YOU SAY WE WASTE 30% OF WHAT WE BUY AT THE SUPERMARKET  WHICH MEANS 
FOOD IS TOO CHEAP.     ALL COUNCIL STAFF SHOULD LIVE IN WHANGANUI OYHERWISE THEY ARE NOT 
ONE OF US.    WE NEED WHANGANUI BASED ENGINEERS NOT IN CHRISTCHURCH .EMPOY AT LEAST TWO 
UNIVERSITY GRADUATES TO START  WITH IN WHANGAUI TO DO ALL THE STRAIGHT FORWARD CONCENTS 
BUILDING FROM THERE.    GAS UTILITY  WHAT IS THIS EXPENSE FOR .........    THANK YOU TO THOSE THAT 
PREPARED THIS DOCUMENT  I ENJOYED BEING ABLE TO BE INVOVED. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1345 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Bruce 
 Last name:  Rhodes 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Replace changing rooms only. keep pool open 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is an unessary expense of little use to anybody. It would make sense to spend 
this money on sealing the Kaikope rd. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1553 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Jill 
 Last name:  Richardson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Option 4, Fix bank and provide some additional funds to upgrade toilets etc 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not impressed with it currently.  Some better choices and presentation would help 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We will all have to tighten our belts 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I don't approve of selling off assets. Its a short term gain but long term loss. 
Possibly sell off something that the council shouldn't have owned to begin with. Limited sale. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 112 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Lorraine 
 Last name:  Ridgway 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 588 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Gene 
 Last name:  Ridgway 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 132 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Janet 
 Last name:  Rishworth Penn 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: This to me is a sensible idea. Gives users a more flexible time frame to be able to 
visit on weekends. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is a great asset for the wider community of Whanganui. Feel more publicity is 
needed to give more awareness of this facility before and during the summer months 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: already been supported by the community feedback. This should stand. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Hanging baskets gives street appeal. Whanganui is one of the not many 
Mainstreet shopping experiences in New Zealand and has a great reputation. Great to be unique and 
noticed. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Close for a day is the best option, Gonville library is a great community facility. I go 
regularly and its always busy and humming. A lot of people cant get to the town facility 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: We as rate payers certainly dont want our money to be invested in this crazy idea. 
We cant afford it. We all are bearing coping with increase. If you havent got it dont do it. 

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Not knowing what assets are in the portfolio, we cant make an informed decision. 
Pensioner housing would be on my list to sell. Have been told this is not sustainable. 



  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Would like to see a survey in place re How are Pensioners coping in regard to 
increased costs i.e. basic living, health, welfare, home maintenance, social, isolation. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 431  
 First name:  Peter 
 Last name:  Roberts 
 Organisation:  Whanganui Bird Club  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Aviary is an attraction which has been part of Whanganui for many years and 
many generations have visited and enjoyed seeing the birds.  There are a range of things that could be 
done to improve the Aviary and resources are a well-worth spend for future. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 723 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Brittney 
 Last name:  Robertson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1643  
 First name:  Jodi 
 Last name:  Robertson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: As this is the only public outdoor pool in this area, if the pool is closed it increases 
the risk of drownings in the river, as that’s where the kids will swim. The splash is to far away for a lot of 
these kids to travel too. Also whanganui east pools has provided the opportunity for local kids to learn to 
swim and water safety (such as myself), which is an essential skill. Also it will cost the council less to fix 
whanganui east pools than the splash centre. Ether way, if it’s the east pools or splash the council will 
need to spend money! So doesn’t it make more sense to continue to provide the kids with the option 
that could save their life one day, rather than take it away, and they end up swimming in the river where 
there are no life guards. As a parent myself, I know which one I would rather have. In all good conceince 
which one would you rather have? 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 
$10.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1257 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Susan 
 Last name:  Robertson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Return the library to a place of learning and quiet. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is the public face of our main street and all efforts should be carried out to 
retain the hanging flower baskets.  First impressions count. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: An essential drawcard in the city.  Much prefer that this enterprise be retained in 
Council ownership than some of the other suggestions. 



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Another drawcard for visitors to the city. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Council has to be held to account for the choice of ridiculous trees planted 
within the CBD.  They are totally unsuitable in size and must contribute to the destruction of drains and 
footpaths, let alone putting the onus on building owners to remove leaves. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: It is laughable that the WDC (or a subsidiary thereof) sold the Collegiate Motor Inn 
and is now trying to encourage the building of a hotel to attract visitors.   What will Whanganui be left 
with to attract said visitors? 

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Tear the old girl down.  She has reached her useby date and is no longer fit for 
purpose.  In addition, she is very uncomfortable and unless new seating was included in any plan, I'm not 
interested. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: If these marae are privately owned, they should be privately funded.  I have no 
objection to the Council providing equipment to be used in an emergency situation.  Upgrades should be 
done by the owners, as is the case for other privately owned properties. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Option 1 is an absolutely appalling suggestion.  The WDC would be better off 
building more pensioner housing, instead of a "vanity project" such as that proposed. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: I would suggest that staff numbers at the WDC need to be brought to account.  
While I respect their input, they are not contributing in a financial sense to the city, they are an overhead. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 161 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Gary 
 Last name:  Robins 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close Davis Library for one day on the 
weekend instead of a weekday (add $0.90 per 
property per year to the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: Reduce  the middle management  in council. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1527 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Shea 
 Last name:  Robinson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Pricing is a bit out the gate aye. For my line of work (heavy vehicles &over 
dimension loads) would make this tougher. Already restricted enough. Less parking for UCOL students…. 
Paint zebra crossing at tram shed where it’s already a raised area. Any additional raised crossing is  going 
to make it harder 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 661 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Joan 
 Last name:  Robinson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Surely we have this wonderful library. Don't we try & encourage young people to 
read.  Possible by using a wee bit of your hotel-carpark fund. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Build a new outdoor swimming pool before you close the Wanganui East pool. 
Secondary school used that pool for their interschool sports. Being a distant swimmer, I swam there every 
week day between 2.30 3.15 because of the lovely length. Volunteers would be glad to help.   "Funded by 
your flash hotel complex funds" 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Build a new theatre before you demolish the very much loved theatre being 
smaller & cosier than the Opera House.  "Funded by your flash hotel fund"  Young actors love Repertory 
Theatre. The committee maintain the inside - the timber is good (not pine). I believe they built a brick 
wall behind the theatre. Not quite the thing to stop a slip in a weather event. You build it please. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Families come from far & wide weekends & holidays to Virginia Lake - over 
summer families meet there at the playground for take-aways or children's birthdays.   "Take it away from 
them" - use volunteers. Sure they need to be thinned out after spring - but you can't just let them go. Are 
they sold?  Do your birds eat outside cabbage leaves? Mine don't - they eat morning & evening. Great 
dishes of stuff there not necessary.   One daily tangaro everyday during the season brings birds to my 
garden.   Fund with St Johns' Hill rates. Please retain. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 

per property per year) 



Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: They are special to Whanganui. The Bristols set them all up. Don't you drive down 
the Avenue? Don't you have a garden? Mrs Bristol was a Hunterville born & breed. Died before her time. I 
think of her every time I admire the hanging baskets.  Funded by our rates please. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Brings quote 37,000 visitors to Whanganui.  Does it have a donation box? & a tin 
for 'buts"? 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: You get "big" rates from rural people. I used to keep the drop off point Brunswick 
Rd Tokomaru East tidy. Ring the Council reception & somebody very kindly came out & contacted the 
owner on bags no sticker. When I left the drop-off point was closed - I see they have "bins" Western Line - 
give bins to Blueskin-Brunswick Rd - we used to say it was town people who came out to dump rubbish. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Don't you want to encourage young people to read & people to gather. Other 
groups meet at the Gonville Library. Use volunteers.  Funded by Gonville people's rates. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Do not close the Winter gardens. I wonder how Nicki feels about you even 
thinking about it & Robert with his rustic house. Give her more money. Paid by St Johns Hill rates.  What a 
wonderful asset. It is not advertised at all.  Never mentioned as the thing to take your family to at the 
weekend. Not even mentioned in the "Whanganui Book" that comes out annually with the fountain on 
the front. (Metal container outside) a donation box inside for "butts" 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Yes - please increase that fund.   Paid for by rates. 

  
Further comments on service cuts: Now these bins for recycle. We have a wonderful recycling centre - 
very busy. We have lots of back sections in our streets. Imagine the bins imagine the plastic bottles cans 
& paper blowing in our wind.  More rubbish for Council Volunteers to pick up. 



  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Use rate money from each suburb to spend in their area. Definitely try & keep our 
footpaths & road up to mark. Use 2024 rate money. Encourage our residents to pick up rubbish outside 
their homes & clear the storm water grates so that plastic pieces aren't going out to the fish in the sea. 
Put tins fo "butts" in each suburb. Advertise them. That the Council empty not volunteers please. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Well isn't that great. We have nice motels in Wanganui. what happened to the 
"impressive" motorlodge in Liverpool Street. It looks tired.  For one weekend a year - 10 days once in 4 
years use Hospice for leftovers. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Our Opera House is something so special. I'm so sorry you haven't kept it up to 
scratch. Have you seen the rubbish on St Hill Street footpath between the Opera House & your Council 
building - get out there you people & add to the Volunteers who pick up rubbish. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Please please. Castlecliff beach gets more dangerous as it builds up the coastline. 
The "chief of the service" has a wonderful group of young people occupied.   Council members drive 
around looking for graffiti to be painted out. The graffit all removed. I have "nearly" Council green paint 
around the seating at Westmere lake & picnic table (wonder what it looks like now). Paint out Linsey R 
walkway. They don't come back. 



  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Just a simple zebra crossing. We all know what they are for. Please no raised 
pavement.  Funded by city rates. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Reduce the speed for traffic to 80km. Then the cars will be travelling at 100km per 
hour. Cars absolutely fly past Basin Reserve. 80km works well between Levin & Otaki on the No 1 
Highway. Same for Blueskin-Brunswick Road. Cars fly past the Brunswick Hall. That should be 80km. 
Country road then you hit the No3 & its 80kms.  No Council faces at the London Street & Carlton Ave 
"6road" roundabout at vote time please - locals can't read them (just a distraction) No3 highway people 
not interested. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 

5 



lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 
  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Cut out any idea of a flash accommodation building & covered carpark. The rates 
have got to go up (that is how the country is) but we want a Council that will spend it wisely & invest a 
litte.  Remember to use Volunteers but appreciate them.  I was a volunteer 10yrs and Basin Reserve, 
Westmere Lake, Virginia Lake. I pick up RUBBISH keep the walkway between Lindsey Cr & Fitzherbert 
shops clear of rubbish, 10yrs+  Now the Railway fence through the city - outsiders coming to a funeral at 
Dempsey & Forrest's Chapel must wonder at our Councilers seeing the broken down Railway fence. 
Supply some good material. Volunteers would do the work. I can still paint out graffiti! 
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 340 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Peter 
 Last name:  Robinson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish  



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: I have not been able to add comments to earlier answers so I give 
them here.  Library. This to me is an essential part of being a city. Access should be easy and not 
restricted to just limited hours. Once that starts it will lead to less use which will create reasons for 
further cuts.     Aviary. Not an essential item. Would be better to spend the $ on improving prospects for 
our native birds to flourish in our city. Peter Frost is someone who could give good guidance in this 
regard.    Whanganui in Bloom. I was part of Mainstreet when this initiative was introduced by Diana 
Winn. It was a great initiative and gave Whanganui something attractive and different. Times have 
changed. Other places now have hanging baskets and floral displays. Time to do something else. My 
suggestion is to light up the Central city area. Starting with the town bridge. Whanganui downtown is 
very dark at night. The new generation feature lighting systems are economic to buy and to operate. 
Make Whanganui the city of lights. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

Something else (state below) 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: This covers my above answers which I could not put in the comments section.  
Opera House and Repertory Theatre. I would like a business case done before making any decisions about 
committing money to Opera House upgrades. What would best suit Whanganui as a performing arts 
venue. If this is an upgraded Opera House then do the job properly and spend the money to make it a 
first class facility. If it is something else to attract shows and users then pension off the Opera House and 
commit the funds to the "something else".    Hotel. Council should not get involved in establishing and 
running a hotel. If competent and experienced private sector operators are not willing to do it in 
Whanganui then ratepayers should not be put at risk for something which is not a core function of 
Council.  If Council is committed to doing it regardless then a simple solution would be to return the 
Collegiate Hotel complex to public use and find other facilities fir the flight school students.  Having said 
that I would support Council acting as a facilitator in acquiring land, ensuring zonings are correct and then 
finding a private sector operator to buy the site and do the development. This is what Council did for the 
Trafalgar Square development. And, as a more recent example, Whangarei Council has been doing with 
Fire Brigade hill in Whangarei. Creating a site and facilitating an operator to come in to do the hotel 
development. In Whangarei's case it is for a 100 bed 4 star hotel by Copthorne/Kingsgate.    Final 
comment relates to pensioner housing. Council rentals are at least $100.00 p.wk below market. That is a 
subsidy by general ratepayers of around $2million a year. Except it is really a subsidy being provided by 
Whanganui ratepayers to Central Government. If Council sold the portfolio to another entity - such as a 
housing charitable trust - the tenant would be able to get accommodation supplement from Central 
Government. Councils do not get this benefit so, if Council continues to hold the portfolio Central 
Government continues to be able to leave the subsidy costs with the ratepayers. Please look at this as I 
consider there are ways it can be done with no disadvantage to tenants but with the subsidy element 
moved from Whanganui ratepayers to where it should belong: Central government. 



  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 478 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Robyn 
 Last name:  Robinson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Review purchase of new books and focus on educational children's non fiction. 
Reduce fiction. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep the pool with only minimal investment. Keep it simply for play and swimming 
lessons. Slides and entertainment areas not necessary and we have the Splash Centre for that. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Sell off the asset. Check the market for interested parties before spending money 
on retaining wall. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Is it possible to house the cockatiels only. My experience as a grandmother is 
children love the interaction with cockatiels but not much interest in other breeds. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We must keep the high profile in the Avenue as Whanganui is known for it. We 
were the original city to develop the tourist attraction. Watering system is well installed o keep flowers 
watered. Such a waste to discontinue. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 

ownership (no impact on rates) 



Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Library is close to main library with online options. The Tide bus service is much 
improved. Several organisations now have amazing book sales. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Can a donation box be installed to encourage people to show their appreciation. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Its too easy for some organisations to ask and expect donations instead of 
fundraising. There are other organisations who fund events etc like Trusts, GrassRoots, Lotto etc. 
Ratepayers have other responsibilities. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Local council should not get involved in seeking operator all costs money. Leave it 
to the private sector. Move pilots from Collegiate Motor Inn and reopen it as a MOTEL. Whanganui lost 
many beds with past council's decision. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: The tiled area crossing by grassed area works well. The $800k costing is ridiculous. 
These funds could be spent on other proposals discussed in the Long-Term Plan. High traffic value trucks 
included. Poor planning. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: How much funding will be spent on study? Why is it necessary? Can't a small 
section be done over a period of time. Costs will be higher by 2032. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 



and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Do not get involved in social housing. It is a central government issue. Art gallery 
must have a small entry fee. great to have cafe on site but set a reasonable lease for operator so mark up 
on food etc is affordable. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1594 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Mel 
 Last name:  Robinson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: Obviously dont want our rates impacted, but I see the kids and families that go 
there, and the joy it brings to them. Could the cost increase to enter?  Or could you get more businesses 
and schools involved to pay to use etc? 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Rural rubbish drop off points are a nightmare, rubbish is just left all over the place 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments: Turn them into revenue generating assets 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: All I am asking is everyone on the council stop, take a moment and reflect on 
companies around NZ doing it right. Making money themselves instead of relying solely on the people.      
We are sick to death of rate increases, people cannot afford it, but yet you sit there expecting this to be 
the only solution. You never take a moment to say, crikey, how can we start making money to help our 
community. Your 'go to' is just increase costs! It has to stop.     My suggestion is you go to ACC's website 
as a starting point. https://www.acc.co.nz/about-us/our-investments/our-impact-investment-funds     
Have a read of what they are doing to make money to enable them to pay for the cost of injuries in NZ.  
Start thinking outside the box. You need to start investing, work smarter! It has to start now. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 40 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Graham 
 Last name:  Robinson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Our grandchildren love going down to the lake and seeing the different birds 
there. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: They are an icon item in our city. I don't see why you want to rip them down when 
the watering system is all in place. They have looked great for around 30 years and lots of other city's 
have followed us. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: If people want to live in the country, rubbish is their problem, Not the rest of the 
city. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The city Library is not far away. Why could the Library Bus not cover Gonville? 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: A great assett for the city. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Times are tough and we have to save where we can 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: With the fate of 3 waters still unknown we need to maintain what we have to a 
reasonable standard. Boost maintenance once we know what Central Government is going to do for us or 
not. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Rate payers should not be contributing to a Hotel. We would not be so bad off for 
accommodation if the Council had not bought the Golden Oaks Hotel. 



  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments: The powers that be, should not have destroyed the existing fly system until 
funding was available to replace it. Sometimes PC is over the top 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: They do a great job for the community 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: The AA* was successful in having a raised crossing cancelled some 3 - 4 years ago 
at this point, the main reason for one then was to piss the truck drivers off. It is a safe route for the heavy 
transport to use. * I am on the Wanganui AA council 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: Could we get some funding from NZTA? 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Again, what is 3 waters, (or 10 waters) going to do for us? 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1500 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Christine 
 Last name:  Robson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: There are a range of library services to utilise and therefore being one week day 
should not in my view impact the access to this resource. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The more centrally located  outdoor pool would increase attendance and align 
itself well to the already well designed Splash Centre. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: In some ways sadly as I don't like to see our range of heritage houses diminish. I 
think this is the most practical solution and it also allows us to invest more in the Opera House which is a 
huge attraction for tourists and outsiders associated with the Opera School. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I think gone are the days when birds are kept in cages.  I think the youth of today 
will acknowledge this. Moving forward the Rangitari are more focus on environmentally issues and caged 
animals maybe part of this. Option One is best. The lake will still attract many visitors. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I think when these baskets first went up, we needed them to beautify our town 
and undo some of the negative press Whanganui had. Now the cit has come into it own with a range of 
attractiveness. The heritage buildings, parks and the amazing Awe. Considering the cost savings with this, 
we can now say haere ra to the baskets. 



  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: We are a seaside city.Swimming is what we grew up with here. Feeling safe ( and 
watched over in the height of summer)in the water, in my view is a fundamental right. Surf Life Saving 
jobs are a great option for our Youth. The jobs encourages and grows responsibility and ownership in the 
people who become Surf Life Savers and this contributes to positive health and wellbeing. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: Cycling contributes to increased health both physically and socially. At the 
moment in my view, the road to Kai Iwi is narrow and potentially unsafe for cyclists. The trail will make it 
safer for the range of cyclists we have in Whanganui. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 



Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Option 1 for Infrastructure.  I think the council have thought very carefully about 
this plan. I agree with a majority of these options and think that there are only a few that need further 
thinking about. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 21 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Cushela 
 Last name:  Robson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: At the very least  Increase  funding for current non-fiction and widen fiction buying 
choice, put on more library events.  NO - option 1  Definitely NO - option 2  This is a heavily used facilities 
by all age groups both connected, isolated, high/low income, the nerdy and the challenged. Everyone 
enjoys the library as a point of connection, socialising, services, little cafe facility, newpapers, audio books 
etc. We ae also an aging community of ratepayers. Many people of all ages and stages prefer the tactile 
reading experience of physical books. The death of physical books is false as book sales show. Libraries 
are fuel the sale of books as reference, gifts and readable entertainment. They are a core essential for all 
school aged and younger kids.   A simple addition would have been to include - how many rated 
properties so we could see time cost of savings.   There are also many visual subject books for less 
reading focused.  Interloans $10 each for thinkers (very poor non fiction across current humanities 
subjects, and a lack of science so I must interloan.  Disestablishing Youth Council is so provincial. Where 
else do we have such a youth focus for council input 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Reluctantly   1 - you could provide a free shuttle to the other pool  2 - you could 
provide free access passes to low income  3 - families. we are a country close to seas/lakes/rivers in 
nearly all areas. Swimming is a life skills just like getting licenses and theory. At schools is seen as a basic 
need. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: YES.  No - option 2  NO - option 3  Past its used by date. Nothing to recommend it 
architecturally  Unsafe - I would hate to be there in an earthquake or fire events. Pokey narrow access. 
Positively dangerous. Nostalgia is not a reason to keep this wreckage of no artistic merit. (Yes their shows 
are good)  Use other venues in good repair. What about making the concert chamber more fit. Or foster 
cooperation with amdram. Use opera house house downstairs - myriad purposes.  Any venues we keep or 
repair should be fully used. 

  



Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Birds should be free. If caged they need to be in zoos with large facilities that are 
state of the art.   A birds nature is to fly, caging for any reason is unreasonable to me, especially if done 
for human pleasure! Enhance open air sanctuaries.  Enclosures for any exotic birds have no place. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep but how can price be adjusted down.   What is cost per basket per year?   Do 
businesses pay anything towards cost? They do make cities look lovely and empty shop spaces are less 
impactful with colourful baskets through the city centre. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep this iconic business if possible in part ownership 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: KEEP otherwise debris in greater quantities will enter our rivers etc. vermin will be 
encouraged also.  Have another look at where they are sited and if empties frequently enough. otherwise 
you are still encouraging dumping. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: So why arent you giving us the total saving for each option to inform my decision - 
sloppy. Dumbed down form. The social good would be to trim daily hours but be open 5-6 days a week. 
what about change in winter/summer hours to more tightly fit traffic flows so reduction doesnt harm 
anyone. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: KEEP BUT ADAPT COST. A beautiful facility. This is a big cost but it does give joy 
and visitors to city enjoy it to.  Does the winter garden have any supervised volunteers? I imagine there 
would be people who would love to be involved in such an initiative. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



  
Submitter Comments: I think disestablishing the youth council is beyond appalling. so short sighted. No 
one I know agrees with it.  Keep our city one that people on limited incomes can still enjoy - sometimes 
this is the main quality in peoples stressed lives - public pool, library, winter garden, lake, beach, 
playgrounds, kowhai park, art gallary, museum, public events in majestic square, op shops and 
volunteering in between other workloads and part time work and family illness. 

  
Further comments on service cuts: Things are going to get a whole lot worse for those with less 
choice/low income/differently abled, families, anyone marginalised, those with sudden health changes, 
couples and kids with one income, the suddenly unemployed.   I raised kids on a low income despite bein 
well educated, practically skilled, it took all my wits to be about me.  The redoing of the towncentre etc 
really cleared and brightened the city aspect 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We have 3 more cyclone gabriels or 5 CG coming in the near future by which stage 
nearly everyone will be wanting to be protective.  Addressing now will save money 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: OPTION TWO 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: As tourists will also love this facility and sargeant gallary will bring them  Our core 
facilties  - alexander library  - war memorial hall  - opera house  - museum  - sargeant gallery  - cook 
gardens  - our parks  - pakaitore reserve  - basin reserve  - virginia lake  -boadwalk etc 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Option 1 - with climate issues accelerating  as employment changes which will 
heavily impact everyone  well being and social impacts of these 2 issues  social cohesiveness/emergency 
response facilities/stamina will be enhanced by option 1 

  



Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Option 1 is  good start. Can people with successful funding ability outside help as 
mentors for fundraising which is engaging? We are good at this in whanganui 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments: Yes option 1   I believe this will become a much more important place as 
whanganui continues to evolve. Supporting tangatawhenua and te tiriti  - sensible  - healing  - safer   - 
encourages egress into and out of any events 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: Its alot of money but once again if we are to be more of a place for domestic and 
international visitors. we must dot the I's and cross the T's 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Better to do now as that interest debt will only grow. I would prefer not but im a 
realist we must thoroughly consult though 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 

4 



being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 
  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: I live on superannuation alone. Increased rates will have a heavy impact on my 
smaller income however - quality of life, all our community facilities, esp those that are free to all must 
stay as much as is humanly possible. Our public points of connection must be fostered. Defunding the 
social side of our communal life is an own goal in my opinion  At 70 I will sacrifice other things for our 
communities wellbeing and see how I can manage the higher rates - infrastructure must be robust. 
climate change is here now. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 506 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Regina 
 Last name:  Rodewald 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: People can manage 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Bushy Park is close 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 934 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Hannah 
 Last name:  Rodgers 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1358 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Casey 
 Last name:  Rogers 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1542 Speaking 
 First name:  Grant 
 Last name:  Rogerson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Without a proper financial breakdowns, it is impossible to see where the money is 
going to be spent.   Insufficient information is provided with the LTP.  Please supply the financial reports 
complete under the POI Act. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This building is a historically significant building built in 1882 and has a rich history 
which requires preservation for the future. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Again the financial information is lacking. I am aware that wages are $150,000 per 
year. But these wages are not clear if it is just the aviary or the whole lake wildlife included. I am aware 
that there is very little staff activity in the aviary and assume that the real wages involved is much less 
than what is being quoted. Again a POI act request for a financial breakdowns of the wages for 
maintaining the aviary. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Appears to have no financial gain if sold. Retaining is the only option that protects 
our interest until it can be sold and not require council funding. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: All rural residents can use low cost bins to pick up rubbish from the main roads for 
as little as $5.00 per empty. Residents not living on the main access roads that are currently serviced by 
low cost bins would need to drop bins at the nearest pick up point. Problem solved and low cost bins gets 
a larger customer base. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 



Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: This option is not a viable business proposal that a council should be involved 
with. The proposed spend is excessive and will have little interest in commercial operators to take on such 
a huge debt with no guarantee of a profitable return. I will provide a simple business plan to show how 
uneconomical this would be. I propose that the council look at providing low cost emergency housing to 
allow motels and hotels to stop being emergency accommodation and return to be able to act as short 
term accommodation for visitors to Wanganui. With over 30 motels plus hotels, caravan parks and home 
stays there will be enough accommodation to meet our needs into the future. Also I request under the 
POI act information on how motel/hotel and other accommodation is currently being used for emergency 
housing. This is the number of rooms that are being used for emergency housing needs. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Work on the Opera house was only recently completed. The scaffolding should be 
returned to the hire company and maybe if scaffolding is still required for this length of time it should be 
purchased outright. Would certainly be cheaper to buy it outright and when finished it could move to the 
next job or it could be sold. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  



Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments: Council does not own a large number of parks and reserves. The land is 
administered by council but includes crown land, gift of deed from residents and as such can not be 
disposed of. I have documents that prove this from a prior attempt in 1998-9 when the council sold 
Gonville Domain for full emersion Maori school to be built there. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Last question is improperly worded so that council can put long term plans like a 
motel in the same context as core services. This question should be removed immediately or have long 
term projects removed and put in a seperate question. It is deceptive and misleading. 
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1452 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Jasmin 
 Last name:  Roman 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish Don't know 



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 228 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Brydee 
 Last name:  Rood 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: So many people are struggling with the rising cost of living. Why does keeping the 
services the same still contribute to a 10.6% rates rise? 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Surely there are more sensible ways forward. Feasibility studies needn't close a 
service while they are made especially when the pool is closed for many months a year anyway - so there 
is plenty of time conduct a study during the months of usual closure.  It should not be an investment only 
to conduct a feasibility study.     In the long term I think the pool should be made more accessible to local 
adults too. It would be a significant improvement to lightly heat the pool in cooler months and stay open, 
have dedicated lanes for those of us who like to swim laps that are available in the evenings. Add a 
heated spa & sauna. These improvements don't need to cost millions. More of the community would 
utilise the pool to come & swim if these simple conditions were met. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Why does this still equate to a 10.6% rates increase to close a service? Surely 
removing the aviary should help bring costs down? Instead we are all facing an increase & yet here we 
are loosing services. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  



Submitter Comments: Again, why does it still equate to a rates increase to remove the flower baskets? 
Why does it cost more to continue something? 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Again - Why does it still equate to a rates rise of 10.6% if you continue to provide a 
service the same as before? 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 

carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 



Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Building a commercial hotel is a commercial business venture it is NOT for the 
council and ratepayers to pay for. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments: Again, I have to ask - Why is it costing an extra $3 per person per year to do 
nothing and make no improvement? 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Why is there not a 3rd option to simply look after the building that we have 
already and not let it fall into degradation?  Clearly we are being presented with 2 extremes. It doesn't 
need to cost millions to give the building a decent coat of paint and take care of important maintenance 
work. Where is the middle ground here? How much was spent conducting a feasibility study? How about 
instead using that money towards better maintaining the facilities we have. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: How does it cost $830K for a raised pedestrian crossing? Where is the 
transparency breakdown of the proposed spending? I'd support a pedestrian crossing but NOT at that 
cost, it is excessive and especially out of touch when so many of our community are struggling. Paint a 
zebra crossing, or a rainbow crossing, or commission a local artist to design a wonderful visual landmark 
crossing, raise the road even - add signage. But how does this equal $830K? 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I cannot condone selling off assets without knowing the impact of this and which 
assets would be sold. You're asking people to choose an option blindly this is both uninformed and 
unacceptable. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

2 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 665 Not Speaking 
 First name:  John 
 Last name:  Rose 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 280 Speaking 
 First name:  Joan 
 Last name:  Rosier-Jones 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is core Council business 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: See attached.  Suburbs are important parts of the city as a whole. The pool at 
Whanganui East is essential for local children to learn to swim; for a cool recreation area in summer. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is a heritage building. It is an important part of the cultural landscape of 
Whanganui.  If Repertory own the building they could apply for funds to help maintain the building from 
LOTTO etc.  Repair the bank at the rear of the building, then sell to Repertory for token cost. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This not core business for Council 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 

with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Nice to have but of little citywide value. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: All users is the operative here. It's a great nice-to-have item but not under present 
cirumstances. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: Option one is too vague. Exactly what does that $16mill represent. 
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: How can anyone answer this question? CORE services. "Stick to your knitting". 
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 765 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Lynnette 
 Last name:  Ross 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The aviary is a huge tourist attraction as well as to passing through traffic.  The 
people of Whanganui are always visiting this place especially those with children 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Whanganui was the first city to instigate the hanging baskets and because the 
infrastructure is in place, it is not a costly option to keep this going. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The winter gardens are iconic to the city of Whanganui, and again they are a huge 
tourist attraction to visitors and passing through traffic, as well as to the residents of our city.  If the 
Council retrieve some of the accommodation given out to the Flight School, these could be reinstated as 
motels.  There is no need for the Council to provide a hotel, that can be a private enterprise. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: Pakatoire gardens are wanting the Council to provide a crossing to 
the river, but because this is a road for emergency vehicles.  these vehicles will not be able to  to reach 
their destination quickly 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This road needs to be left open for emergency services and a pedestrian crossing 
was disallowed previously by the Saturday market. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  



Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1425 Not Speaking 
 First name:  - 
 Last name:  Ross 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1590 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Bianca 
 Last name:  Ross 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish Don't know 



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1479 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Benjamin 
 Last name:  Ross 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 
$10.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 

new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1307 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Christine 
 Last name:  Rothman 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close Davis Library for one day on the 
weekend instead of a weekday (add $0.90 per 
property per year to the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: No 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1619 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Martin 
 Last name:  Rothman 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Long overdue. The Springvale pool is not that far away. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Long overdue. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: My take on this is that confining birds in this way is out-of-date, and it is a form of 
cruelty to animals. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The hanging baskets have trivial benefit. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The main library is not far from Gonville. Other suburbs do have libraries. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Unlike the aviary, the winter gardens have a broad appeal. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: To answer this question, I would need to know where the funding goes. I am 
suspicious about it. Could it be something of a slush fund, and a source of baubles given out by 
councillors to special interest groups? 

  
Further comments on service cuts: Comments on the budget cut backs    A financial crisis is also an 
opportunity – to cull sacred cows.    The suggested items :  closing the Wanganui East pool, the bird 
aviary, and the Repertory Theatre building, Youth Council, removing the hanging baskets, closing the 
library for one day a week, but what are the reasons for exempting the Winter Gardens, and Glass 
Works? All these cuts add up to $23 per property (.4%), which is not much.    Then there is the biggest 
item by far - recycling, which is new expenditure - 6 times the cost of what your cuts would save. The 
recycling must be postponed. It is wrong to burden rate payers with an extra $143.20 (2.4%) at a time of 
falling real incomes. If you go ahead with the recycling but keep  the cuts, your cuts are a facade.    Be 
brave. Put off the recycling. Enhance Whanganui’s reputation as a good place to live and work.    I sent 
the above to various councillors and got following reply from Charlotte Melser: "There are already 
contracts and infrastructure in place that would have significant financial and reputation implications if 
we pulled out at this stage.  On top of that, there are Central Govt mandated timeframes to adhere to in 
terms of diverting waste from landfills."    In reply, I say it should still be possible to defer the recycling. 
Note also that the central government has changed and the new one is unlikely to as strong on recycling. 
What are the financial implications? Consider the financial implications to the many citizens who are 
struggling to subsist. Move it out to future which may bring better times.    The truth is this: the Council 
proposal, as it stands, is a pretend austerity budget. If you go ahead with it there will be a reckoning at 
the next election.    Martin Rothman    Martin Rothman  45 Aiken Road  Whanganui 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 



Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Infrastructure is the core responsibility of local councils. It is not sexy. Much more 
important than recycling. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I tried the link to the consultation document - dead end. With regard to the 
Council taking the lead, does this involve out sourcing to consultants, lengthy deliberation, and 
incentives? Surely, if there is a compelling commercial opportunity a private party will step forward to 
make this investment. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: Again, no link. I don't know enough about theatres to have an opinion. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: It seems to me that Maoris have been getting plenty of government subsidies for 
many years. This is not a priority for local government. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: No link. A worthy cause that benefits a lot of people. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: No link. A bauble to the Maoris. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 



  
Submitter Comments: No link. Calls for a feasibility study. Normally, the actual cost would be much more 
than the initial estimate. Saying yes, is giving a blank cheque. It is hard to see such a project being used by 
many people. Definitely not appropriate in these times. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Times of recession are normally not the best time to sell assets. Please provide the 
community with a full list of all the assets. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: I would like the the Council to provide to the local newspapers, how  councillors 
voted on all matters, with a request that this be printed. At present, we get only minimal coverage in The 
Chronicle. This step would create accountability allowing voters the cast their ballot according to their 
preferences. It would strengthen local democracy. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 



 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1300 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Belinda 
 Last name:  Rountree 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 858 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Clare 
 Last name:  Rowan 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The pool is the only option for swimming on the east side of town and services 
primary schools in the area 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The council should not demolish a heritage building. The bank will need to be 
stabilised before the area can be used for another purpose 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The aviary is a great place to take children and visitors 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The hanging baskets greatly enhance the look of the city and are part of the 
tourist attractions of our area 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 

new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is a "nice to have" project but cant go ahead when other social funding is 
being cut 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: It is a difficult time to juggle finances and I wish the council all the beat as they try 
and undertake this task 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1607 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Lee 
 Last name:  Rowe 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Libraries are an important social investment. Closing the library on any day is a 
retrograde step as many people in the community will be disadvantaged. People use the libraries in so 
many different ways such as finding information, writing job applications and CVs, applying for rental 
accommodation, attending programmes for social interaction, increase literacy and digital skills. It is 
important that these services are widely accessible across the week. Please do not go ahead with the 
proposal to close the library on any day. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Please continue to invest in the swimming pool. $22.40 per household is a 
reasonable cost. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: There is no need for an aviary unless it is for looking after endangered native birds. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Removing the hanging baskets is low hanging fruit so please go ahead. They are a 
nice to have but Whanganui has so many other beautiful gardens and natural beauty that the baskets are 
not needed. 

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1472 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Paul 
 Last name:  Rowe 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 

improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: If investment is going to be made lets get all done at the same time rather than 
come back in another few years to do more when we could have done it all at the same time.  Waiting to 
do it separately could end up costing more money, 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 404 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Rachel 
 Last name:  Ruby 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Look at alternative options. Pretty sure I saw recently that wage costs are $150k 
from $190k cost.  Surely this can be reduced. Volunteer options? 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Again, could you look at volunteers (elderly, rest homes) to help with the baskets 
to cut on labour costs? 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1618 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Christine 
 Last name:  Ruokonummi 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Let's not lose something locally vital to children's safety, being taught to swim. 
This location should be kept available to everyone in whanganui. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: We should no longer keep publicly housed and caged birds.  Not for human 
pleasure. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Baskets have dwindled, I would like to see them permanently within the city.  Do 
not remove. I am happy to help pay within my rates. The baskets add a beauty to our lovely town 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Don't know 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 173 Speaking 
 First name:  Peter 
 Last name:  Russell 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The weekend is important for community use. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Cr Anderson is correct. Children will drown in the river if the WE Pool is closed. 
This is an equity issue...the chlorine drenched Springvale pool is too far away. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This design was ambitious at the time but obviously no longer fit for purpose.    I 
think we could be putting resources into native birds if we must do birds. However the aviary has been a 
long time popular free attraction. So I reluctantly support its improvement. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The baskets really dress up the street and would be missed. Why don't vacant 
Avenue etc building owners get a nice big charge on their rates for the flowers ? 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Humans are pigs 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Survey the users on their prefences 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Marvelous and under promoted treasure 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Increase it, funding is hard enough as it is 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I fear option one will still be treading water 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: "The hotel and carpark would only proceed if the business case demonstrated that 
there is demand and that the projects are financially viable i.e. that the hotel and carpark will be able to 
provide returns to offset rates by 2038/39. "    Is that meant to be a joke. Option 1 What happened to Will 
only proceed with ratepayer support ??? Sounds like this dream scheme has already been decided ? 



Hello ???  Will start offsetting rates in 20338 ? Seriously are we supposed to swallow this nonsense ?  If 
there is a need then find an investor. Cr Vinsen is correct. The WDC is not in the hotel business. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments: go back to the drawing board on update required, restrict goals...this isn't Covent 
Gardens 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: If the Government is supporting the marae now, they should continue...WDC  (and 
LGNZ) should lobby the govt to that effect 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Give them the resources they need, lives will be saved...just like the ...Whanganui 
East Pool... 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Iwi have very patiently requested this for years, do it. However the budget is 
ludicrous ...try halving it 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Would have supported but for the over budget...do all these things have to be 
gold plated ? 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 



Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Where is the detail ? What assets ? For relief of debt is it ? Where are the figures ? 
Not a nice pot for a new hotel at all ? Giving a bit more headroom for big borrowing is ? This proposal 
should be thrown out in it's current state. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Yes the last two options "Drag the circle" on service cuts and long term 
investments are dumbed down so as to be useless...nice slider though ) 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1279 Not Speaking 
 First name:  John 
 Last name:  Russell 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 29 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Hugh 
 Last name:  Russell 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We need to keep these facilities and upgrade otherwise it's lost forever. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Its a great asset enjoyed on many occasions by my family growing up. Great for 
visitors stopping at the lake. Its a great part of the park. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: A great part of what makes our small heritage city 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I feel without these drop offs we will see an increase in fly dumping. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Another lovely asset which once again makes up the park. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Council needs to stick to core business   Past track is anything to go by ie Flight 
school. That being the reason we are now short on Hotel Rooms  We'll need a new Dublin st Bridge First. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I feel funding could be better used for the magority of rate payers   Not sure about 
the 800k proposed raised crossing on Taupo Quay 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I can't see this as good use of rate payers money. I have lived here for 48 years and 
rearly see people crossing the road from or to Pakaitore Reserve. Do you have figures to support the 
crossing or is it just a nice to have? 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is the sort of idea we need more of. Great for all sorts of people. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Council needs to be prudent with large new projects not have runaway debt 
levels. 
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: I've lived in Cracroft Drive 15 years and paid footpath rates with everyone else but 
still no footpath. Any reason. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1511 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Margaret 
 Last name:  Russell 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 848 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Gayna 
 Last name:  Ryan 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Can the council support a conversation with Girls' College about hoe their pool 
could be used by the community over the school holidays and on summer weekends, with Splash Centre 
managing it? Until a new outdoor pool is opened 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Option 2 allows for people/groups outside of council to  think beyond the council 
lens/limitations as to possibilities for the building. for just .60c per property per year. The building has 
been serving the community for over 120 years, and deserves our support. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is a small, unattractive enclosure, well past its use by date. Money would be 
better spent on predator proofing areas in and around Whanganui (e.g Balgownie wetlands) to encourage 
native birdlife 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Surely sponsorship can be found, and/or it could be a community project to plant 
them, may be schools could be allocted say 10 baskets each to plant up. I understand watering the 
baskets is an ongoing expense, not sure who pays for this currently, is it Mainstreet? 

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 



which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments: I would like to see option 4 full upgrade but given the current economic climate 
this would be overkill, especially considering what the city has just been through with the Sarjant. 
whatever option is chosen , PLEASE upgrade the heating and ventilation. I have been to numerous shows 
in the summer, along with school events, and a full house alongside climate change make these events 
very  uncomfortable. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 



and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Please don't spend $3.3 million on the tram . . . if it's not going to be useful in 
terms of meaningful public transport for ratepayers, then the money should be spent elsewhere. 
Ratepayers should not be required to pay for the hobby of a handful of people. let them make it work 
commercially, or not. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1371 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Jessica 
 Last name:  Ryan 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Every year you try to close the pool. Every year the community screams nooooo. If 
you were to close the east pools we would need another complex like the splash centre built. The splash 
is to busy and to noisey as it is 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Stablise the bank. And uograde the current building to met the earthquake 
standards. Isnt it a heritage building? Shouldnt we be trying to save and preserve it 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Please provide a full breakdown on how you believe it will cost $190,000 a year to 
keep aviary open. Thats $520 a day to feed and clean the aviary?? 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep the rubbish drop off points but charge the rural properties for it. We pay for 
our own rubbish disposal in town which for my house is $33 a month. Why shouldnt the rural properties 
contribute to their rubbish disposal 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Implement a new counterweight flying 
system only within the existing stagehouse building 
structure (add $44 per property per year for 20 
years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Nope not our job to pay for the Marae upgrades. How nice it would be if we could 
afford to uograde our houses with generators and back up water supplys. Iwi get enough money from the 
government. They can use that and fundraise themselves to upgrade their Maraes that over half of 
Wanganui cant actually use 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Build a cheaper building. Why does a new building cost 7 million. Get more qoutes 
and find smeone to do it cheaper 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Cross the road without the need of a fancy overpriced crossing. We have been 
doing it for years. Im sure we will survive without the crossing 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

1 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Cost of living crisis is very real. People are struggling without massive rate 
increases to pay for new projects to 'future proof' now is not the time to upgrade wanganui. Now is the 
time to focus on trying to survive. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1194 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Jamie 
 Last name:  Ryan 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  



Submitter Comments: Seek central government funding 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Please include a Cooperative a Living Rule like the one used by Tasman Council 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 962 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Maryjane 
 Last name:  RYAN 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close Davis Library for one day on the 
weekend instead of a weekday (add $0.90 per 
property per year to the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish Don't know 



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Hospital car parking is more important 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

1 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

1 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1204 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Graham 
 Last name:  Rye 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is not a high use area, in my opinion there is no need to spend valuable 
resources on this project. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1501 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Peter 
 Last name:  Rzoska 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish  



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I and many others use Gonville Library constantly for obtaining and returning 
books. Also great cups of coffee. Many community groups use Gonville Library for meetings and 
instructive groups. The staff there are very helpful with any enquiries and the computers for use are 
invaluable.  Please don't take it away from us all. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Don't know 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 488  
 First name:  Susanne 
 Last name:  Sabbage 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Close the library one hour every day (e.g start an hour later) 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 395 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Mihi 
 Last name:  Sadlier 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Create a safe swimming spot as part of the port project. Down by the boat ramp 
where families are swimming already. Eg. a man made beach area with children’s area and swimming 
equipment similar to that of Southbank, Brisbane and Gold Coast parklands, Orion in Brisbane. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Sell off the building instead of demolishing or donate it to a good cause (at their 
own cost) . 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: How does it cost $190,000 per year? This is a tourist attraction for both children 
and adults. As it is, Whanganui doesn’t have a lot of attractions that people can interact with, especially 
wildlife. Look for investors and volunteers. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: $93,000 a year? Look for investors, include the community and local gardening 
groups, businesses to help maintain the hanging baskets. Reduce maintenance roster or staff. 

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Do rural drop off points have rubbish bags with rubbish stickers on them that the 
public have to pay for? Seems like a double negative. Paying rates for a rural point and for a rubbish 
sticker!! And at $9.50 per household? Please consider providing rural rubbish coupons included in the 
quarterly rates notices as an alternative. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Investors and volunteer groups and individuals 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1528 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Thomas 
 Last name:  Saldana 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Closing it one day during the week is better, that way it's still open on the 
weekend. Students and workers can't get there during the week. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Councils are supposed to regulate, not own, businesses. Frankly, this is not 
something the council should ever have been invested in to begin with. 



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: Council should get back to its core focus of local regulation, 
infrastructure, pest control, etc. The council is a government body, not a person, so it should not be 
investing in businesses.    Also, put a complete end to all wasteful projects, like for example narrowing 
roads to make space for stupid 'ornamental' clutter, or that ridiculous kumara chip which clogs up prime 
real estate near the city bridge. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The water quality in Castlecliff is obscene, there is so much contamination that it 
damages our plumbing. So this is long overdue for heavy investment - even at the expense of all other 
council spending, if necessary. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  



Submitter Comments: The Council is supposed to be a governing body, not a shareholder. Stay in your 
lane. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Fix the water quality before you do anything else. It's so bad that it's causing 
damage, and it's been this way for so long that half the people I speak to just think it's normal.    
Remember that governing bodies, such as town councils, are supposed to regulate the market, not 
compete within it. Stay in your lane. The council should not be owning things like pools, theatres, or 
hotels. They should be run by private business. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 809  
 First name:  Andrés 
 Last name:  Salinas 
 Organisation:  Gilberto Andrés Salinas  President  Friends of the 
Sarjeant Executive Committee  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: The iconic New Zealand Sarjeant Gallery Te Whare o Rehua Whanganui, which has 
been redeveloped with significant investment from diverse sources, is expected to attract a lot of visitors 
and contribute to the economic growth of the region. However, due to budget cuts proposed in the Long 
Term Plan by Whanganui District Council (WDC) to achieve a 10% rate rise, the gallery's budget for the 
reopening year and the following years has been reduced by $200,000 per annum from the initially 
planned amount. This decision could lead to the gallery being under-resourced at a critical time, which in 
turn may result in missed opportunities and budget blowouts in the future if unknown costs such as 
energy are not budgeted for generously. Therefore, it is suggested that WDC reconsider the proposed 
cuts and maintain a budget that will allow the gallery to leverage the reopening opportunity and operate 
successfully in the future.    Yours sincerely,    Gilberto Andrés Salinas  President  Friends of the Sarjeant 
Executive Committee 
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 109 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Lynda 
 Last name:  Sammons 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The closing for one day is not a hardship. What should be in place is a fee (0.50c 
per book borrowed) in place. As one of the most prolific readers, I would happily pay to borrow books. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This pool is a vital social component of the infrastructure of this suburb. Many of 
its residents are in a poor financial state and the pool provides an essential facility for life enhancing 
swimming skills and community involvement.   Schools should pay in order to help maintain the pool. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Repertory Society has been the council's tenant for 83 years. The are an 
essential component of the arts community. Housed in a supremely, acoustically, magnificent building, 
this is a much used and loved building that contributes much to the ambience of the city landmarks. To 
honour all of the promises made so far to ongoing committee of rep is the honourable action to take. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: I am ambivalent about the future of this structure. For the council to present the 
public with a zoological alternative is ludicrous - at best it presents as an amateur backyard structure, that 
we cannot afford. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Nice to have, but not necessary. 

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: A continuity of the history of Whanganui's stunning art outlet. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Another essential facility in a poorer community, who benefit greatly from all 
aspects. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: These iconic gardens with their nearby toilet facilities are the crowning glory and 
point of attention when visiting our beautiful Virginia Lake. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Absolutely agree - everyone applying adds to the rich cultural fabric of Whanganui 
city life. Each unique aspect has immense value when added to the whole scene. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Essential for the general mobility and wellbeing of all Whanganui citizens and 
visitors. 

  
Hotel and Car Park Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 

carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 



Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: This is not council business leave it, encourage support for enterprising operators. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments: Those who can afford to travel to larger centres for specific productions, have, and 
will always do so. To spend vast sums of money, for a couple of shows each year is not possible. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Fantastic opportunities for the whole community and its visitors to really 
showcase this aspect of our cultural life. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Essential - that we have to fundraise - have such a vital service managing budget 
to budget 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Quite unnecessary. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: Essential for all who use this vital section of our city. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 

Something else (state below) 



and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Please advise the public what these assets are. Very hard to have an opinion when 
no information provided. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Given the enormous public expectations of our council, it has to be recognised 
that services cost. But where social enhancement is at stake, cost should not be the determinant e.g. WE 
Baths, Gonville Library. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 838 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Margaret 
 Last name:  Samuels 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Davis Library is the main library in Whanganui and needs to be accessible 
every day for borrowers of all ages for all the materials available there. Many subscribers can't afford to 
buy books, newspapers and periodicals and these are important resources. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Whanganui East pool is important for the individuals and communities in 
Whanganui East. Learning to swim is important and many children in Whanganui East aren't able to travel 
to the Splash Centre or can't afford to do so. Schools in Whanganui East regularly use the pool,so perhaps 
they could contribute to some of the running costs. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Repertory Theatre is a vital part of Whanganui's cultural life. There is no other 
theatre of a similar size available for smaller productions. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The hanging baskets give Whanganui an attractive unique character. Many visitors 
comment on how attractive the main street is in contrast with similar-sized towns. This initial appearance 
can be significant in attracting new residents as well as repeat visitors.  I would like to see the baskets 
developed and cared for by local businesses. 



  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: The NZ Glassworks is a unique attaction and many visitors to Whanganui come 
here to participate in course at the glassworks.   It is also an important part of the cultural life of the city. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Gonville Library is the heart of the Gonville community. It is a "community 
centre" in the full sense. As well as being a library, it also regularly hosts many community groups of all 
ages. This is needed now more than ever. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Our infrastructure must be maintained as well as improved. 

  
Hotel and Car Park Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 

carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 



Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Implement a new counterweight flying 
system only within the existing stagehouse building 
structure (add $44 per property per year for 20 
years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Whanganui Opera House is unique in New Zealand and must be maintained. It 
could then be a unique boutique facility and attract high quality events. Larger shows are unlikely to 
come to Whanganui even with enhanced staging as such productions usually go to only 4 or 5 NZ centres. 
We should play to our strengths and offer a unique opportunity. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Provide all the necessary funding to develop a new facility which could have a 
number of community uses. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I support restoring the link between the land and the awa but the stated costs 
seem high. I'd like these to be reviewed and alternative plans developed. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: I don't know enough about the situation to comment. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  



We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: I think the community consultation and meetings have been excellent. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 264 Not Speaking 
 First name:  OLIVER 
 Last name:  SANGSTER 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Proposed Davis Library closure one day a week, “i.e. a Monday”. The consultation 
document notes “this will impact on residents who can only access the library on a certain day.”   The 
document does not provide any particular reason why Monday has been identified as the potential 
closure day (versus any other weekday).    The Davis Library is a valuable community resource for parents 
to take their children to while caring for them. Parents who work part time to look after pre-school 
children often take Mondays and/or Fridays as their non-working day (either side of the weekend). If the 
library were to close every Monday, this would disproportionately impact on parents who do not work 
that day and opportunities for their children.   I suggest a variation of Option one, closing the library one 
day per week, but rotating the closing day so it doesn’t fall on the same day every week. This would 
presumably have the same cost saving as option 1, but doesn't unfairly impact people who don't work on 
Monday (vs other days).   I also recommend the library stay open all each day during the school holidays 
(other than standard Christmas/New year closure), as many families will take their children there during 
holidays – it’s a great rainy day option.   I do not support closing the library on weekends (Option 2) as 
more people are likely to want to access the library those days. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets Don't know 



Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: same comment as for Davis Library above - rotate the closing day so it doesn't fall 
on the same day every week 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Winter Gardens is a tourist attraction on the main highway - a reason for people to 
stop in Whanganui rather than pass through- we need to keep these assets going so as to not diminish 
Whanganui's reputation as a tourist destination 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments: Whanganui seems well placed compared to many councils across New Zealand. 
Continuing investment is essential to not 'kick the can' and increase future costs for ratepayers. Many 
councils are dealing with that failure to invest right now with >20% rates increases just to 'stand still'. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I support the option B, of council finding a private developer to build a hotel, 
rather than the council building and owning it. The council should put effort into working with the visitor 
accommodation sector but not carry the financial burden of developing a hotel itself.   Using council debt 
to finance the development carries opportunity cost to the council, as that debt won’t be available for 
other types of council investment in the future.   I also think the carpark and hotel developments should 
be decoupled, rather than bundled – it is possible to explore one without the other.  In tandem, alongside 
dealing with a private developer on the hotel and/or carpark development, the council should increase its 
investment/sponsorship of events that will attract high wealth tourists to the district (and therefore 
improve the business proposition for a hotel development being private-sector led). E.g. Taranaki 
Regional Council’s support to major events such as the Festival of Lights and WOMAD attracts people 
from far and wide, including internationally. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Supporting Marae development is an important way of showing support to Maori 
as tangata whenua of this land, and recognizing the positive impact these facilities give for the wellbeing 
of residents generally (e.g. during emergencies, cultural wellbeing). 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: If we don't invest in this, and then see an increase in drownings at Castlecliff 
Beach in future years, we will regret that decision. It might also be worth continuing investment in 
swimming lessons at the Splash centre (and potentially subsidising for those for whom cost is a barrier). 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  



Submitter Comments: I support improvements to pedestrianize Whanganui CBD and its surroundings. Its 
a great space to walk around, and attractive to out of towners (e.g. the waterfront market). 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: Rapanui road is terrifying for cyclists - a narrow country road with cars going 
100km/hr. I cycled along it once before out to Kai Iwi beach, and wouldn't recommend it without 
widening and/or cycleway/shared pathway extension. It's the only way in and out of Kai Iwi but a great 
landscape for cycling, so I would highly recommend it be made safer for cyclists. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Depending on the assets. I'm not supportive of selling off the council's existing 
suburban green spaces/playgrounds as they are few and far between as it is. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  



Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Great work on the draft LTP - its tough but Whanganui seems to be in a better 
place than the majority of district councils around New Zealand - let's not squander our good current 
position by underinvesting in the future. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 372 Speaking 
 First name:  Marion 
 Last name:  Sanson 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is not a unique situation.  Costs will continue to increase: energy particularly 
fossil fuels, costs to keep infrastructure in good repair, emergency managment.    Cutting on services is 
not a good approach as WDC will run out of things to cut. Rates have been kept too low for too long.  A 
larger rates increase is needed. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Option 1 was my preferred approach on the previous consultation.  There will be a 
cost in re-homing the birds. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Possibly those running a shop in the vicinity would be interested in caring for a 
basket. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 

buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Can't be left as it is.  The full upgrade sounds the best investment. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not clear where the central funding will take Marae upgrades to by 2027.  Can we 
look at this again closer to 2027? 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Prefer to do the feasibility study and then come back to the public. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  



Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Whanganui Youth need an avenue for their voice in local government.  I note that 
the Youth Council has been disestablished.  The process behind this decision concerns me and that many 
important decisions which impact on the resilience of our infrastructure, community assets and 
environment are being made now by people who will no longer be around when the effects of these 
decisions will be felt.  I am asking Council to consider a process for consulting with young people and 
finding a way that they can have an effective voice in Council. 
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 739 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Natalie 
 Last name:  Sara 
 Organisation:  Na  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: . 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: . 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: . 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: . 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Many people comment on these including us when we lived in Auckland 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: . 

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: . 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: . 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Shouldn't even be considered to close 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Still have some community funding but limit it 

  
Further comments on service cuts: . 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: . 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: . 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments: . 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Why are we paying for this? 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is something the community funding should be used for all 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: We don't need this crazy idea 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not urgent 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments: Sold to whom? 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Please take on the public's commentary. Also renew the lease on the cafe at 
Virginia Lake 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1151 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Shirley 
 Last name:  Satherley 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 58 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Carole 
 Last name:  Saunders 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: If closure is the option, maybe consider reopening in the future or if another 
vendor would be prepared to purchase it and take over. Its part of Virginia Lake and (but is costly) its 
unique! Children look forward to watching the birds. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: These always look so colouful and vistors love them but if maintenance is an issue 
they arent a necessity. Maybe consider the idea on a smaller scale in the future 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Winter gardens are a unique asset to the city. My friends and I visit often when 
walking around the lake. Out of town visitors find them amazing. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Its up to the Maraes to provide their own funding for upgrades!! we dont get 
support for upgrading our own homes!! We have to pay out of our own pockets!! 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is totally unnecessary!! 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Hopefully we dont have to sell too many assets!! 



  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 780  
 First name:  Dinelle 
 Last name:  Saunders 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Would be great if some insights were provided around how this might impact staff 
but more so whether there is a particular day where numbers are lower. If there was a day that was 
significantly less busy then maybe it  could be a consideration, overall I think costs should be cut 
elsewhere. This library is a main hub of the city, it provides a warm, safe space for so many people 
impacted by the cost of living. It is a place of connection. The people who work there are wonderful and 
the last thing Whanganui needs is for people to be losing wages. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: How much will a feasibility study cost? Should that not have been done prior to 
the potential closure? What happens to the pool over this time, will it be demolished? How much will 
that cost?   What are the plans for the future developments, how much will a better facility cost and what 
guarantee do we have that it will be sustainable and maintained so we are not back at this point with a 
new facility in 10 years time?  Whanganui East has little in the way of entertainment in their 
neighbourhood for our rangatahi, what will they do if they are not at the pools? There is a potential 
financial barrier to swim at the Splash Centre instead, and the enjoyment is not the same, the rules are 
more restrictive for those who want to take calculated, safe risks which is extremely underrated and yet 
an imperative part of their development. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I have often heard people commenting from out of town on how nice they are. 
Taking away plants is a bit ridiculous. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Again, no context around if there are days that there is a significant reduction in 
numbers so can't really judge this however as a community hub it seems like a bad idea to close it at all. 
Our libraries are so important to our elderly especially. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This seems like a case of 'build it and they will come' which has not worked for us 
in the past. How busy is a high quality hotel going to be utilised when there is not the likes of Vintage 
Weekend on? What insights do we have to prove this will be viabl? Why should we pay for more parking 
when we don't struggle at all for parking currently - Whanganui is a very walkable/bikeable city, we 
should be encouraging that. If someone chooses to come and build, all power to them. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Given the current rates of drownings in Aotearoa this is a natural path to take. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 810 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Anna 
 Last name:  Savage 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

1 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1061 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Beth 
 Last name:  Savage 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Most of the ammenities for youth are located in central city or Springvale area. I 
think it's important to provide a space for our rangatahi in the summer.   From what I understood from 
the public meeting held at Whanganui East school, I think it's important to have each school that uses the 
pool to contribute their MoE funds to the use of the pool.  Consider other organisations that could 
sponsor or contribute to the funding or repairs needed. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It speaks to the livability aspect of Whanganui. Also can we work with Mainstreet 
to help share the cost? I believe we can save some money by not replacing annuals in the roundabouts 
on Dublin. Use perennials and stop the waste of time and money replanting 2-3 times per year. 

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is a community hub and hours are needed to remain as is. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Our community organisations provide essential assistance to the people of 
Whanganui. Increase the transparency of reporting outcomes, and require recipients to be collaborating 
with other local agencies 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Is there a mix of Option 1 & 2? Just wondering what assets are in the mix for the 
$16 million. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Thank you to all of the staff and councillors for coming out to local events and 
meetings to listen and seek input from everyone. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 426 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Martha 
 Last name:  Sayers 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The quotes for maintenance are hugely over priced. Another quote from another 
non council entity will show it will only cost $100k max to upgrade 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Get the businesses that have them in front maintain them or get sponsors 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Some properties have to contract private firms for rubbish as no collection points 
close by not council collection 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: Cap councillors salary and use what would be a raise to fund the 
community 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: We don’t need a hotel or underground carpark. The water table is too low  and the 
small businesses will not suffer 

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 679 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Jenny 
 Last name:  Saywood 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Prefer the Library to be open in the weekend as not all can access it during the 
week. Monday appropriate day t be closed, 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It is really important for children to have access to a pool as lots of schools are 
closing their pools and children need to learn water safety given NZ's poor record of drownings. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It would be sad to see the building demolished. If the bank was stabilised it may 
make it a desirable property for some one to buy and spend money on it   It may even attract a 
philanthropist interested in theatre and Repertory could keep going. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The changes already made have diminished this as an attractive place to visit.  I 
was dismayed visiting it recently with grandchildren. I suspect that this was planned so the demise would 
be a natural conclusion.  If it is to be kept it needs to be upgraded and the number of interesting birds 
increased. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is part of Whanganui now. Visitors always comment on them. PLEASE DO NOT 
REMOVE THEM. 

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep it within the Council. It is an asset. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Imperative that you keep this going. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: If it is a saving, one day closure is appropriate. Not the same day as Davis Library 
though! 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Never been a fan. However if the aviary goes and this does too the top area of  
Virginia Lake would not be quite the same. The walk around the Lake though is really the  important 
experience! 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: It is important to keep offering this funding to organisations that offer services to 
Whanganui community. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Whanganui is growing and the infrastructure is not keeping up. Gt North Rd is an 
example of too much traffic coming on to it from new  housing  developments. The older part of 
Whanganui needs attention too,leaking pipes, run down footpaths. 

  



Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Ownership of accommodation  that is available  we already have is causing 
problems.  The Grand for  instance and Purnell House.  Does the Pilot School need all the buildings it 
appears to be occupying?   Heritage House could be developed perhaps? 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is an important building in keeping with Whanganui's reputation for Heritage 
buildings. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: We have seen that in tiems of disasters Marae come into their own providing 
shelter and sustenance. Given Whanganui's history and the story around the Awa, we need to support 
and highlight our Hapu Iwi connections. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Given Climate change, swimming in seas and activities around our shores will 
diminish unfortunately. Money could be well  spent in other areas. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments: We must maintain our history and connection with Hapu. Iwi and the Awa 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: We need to encourage cycling, running walking. This could attract visitors and 
create a safer environment. 
  



Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: AS long as there is consultation with community and due diligence done on 
prospective buyers, 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Bite the bullet.  Cannot put it off any longer. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 617 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Rebecca 
 Last name:  Scanlan 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1115 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Adrienne 
 Last name:  Scanlan 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I feel that with one day a week closure is very acceptable and with the  library bus 
doing suburbs people should be able to adapt to this without too much inconvenience 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: No comment 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Historic value is worth preserving seeing we are know for our history and buildings   
This facility really adds to the community seeing so many age groups use and enjoy it An important part 
of our Wanganui Story 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: If not closed then perhaps  roster schools and volunteers to participate in 
maintaining it 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Don’t the business owners pay a fee for the baskets , They used to . 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 



  
Submitter Comments: Council needs control of this wonderful facility , in private ownership it may not 
stay the same as it is now 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: We definately need further accomodation but would prefer it wasn’t Council 
owned 

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments: The opera house is wonderful, at present it is sufficient for the time we are living 
in where money constraints govern sensible spending . leave as it is 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Wanganui hazards  that might be experienced  in the near future don’t justify all 
Marae being upgraded so best leave as is 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is very important to fund by council 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Would be absolutely appalled to see this happen , trucks coming along river bank 
to go out to port would find it challenging , perfectly easy to cross the road  at several different points as 
people do to access Waimarie ,River Market or Wairua riverboat . I feel it would be dangerous if traffic 
held up there at anytime 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Absolutely don’t support this suggestion Road to Kai iwi is dangerous enough ,it’s 
not a thru route and cycle ways have proved to be extremely expensive 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 183  
 First name:  Amette 
 Last name:  Scarfe 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: The following below applies to all sections of this paper. May i suggest you consult 
the papers produced by the commissioners who managed the Kaipara District Council for 4 years prior to 
2016. They saved $80,000,000 in 3 years without cutting services and did not have to increase the rates. 
Rationalizing subcontractors featured. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House  



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 248 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Trevor 
 Last name:  Scarrow 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Close it on a different day than the Davis Library, probably a weekend day as it 
attracts less working people anyway. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Option one but without the carpark. It will become a white elephant and is 
unnecessary as long as there is enough parking for the hotel itself. We are not Wellington or Auckland we 
don't need high density undercover parking and it will not be used, just as Palmerston Norths covered 
carparks have flopped. 

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: It should be Central Govt or treaty settlement funding 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: A lesser amount toward a much cheaper facility. It is underutilized and a large 
shed like Coastguard have would be sufficient 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Spend the money sorting out an alternative arterial route or replacing the Dublin 
Bridge. Another expensive impediment to heavy traffic on Taupo Quay is the worst idea to be floated this 
year! Make a long term plan for bypassing Taupo Quay that trucks will actually use! 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: We can't afford it at this time- it's a nice to have not a must-have 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 



  
Submitter Comments: It's a short term and short sighted solution. Seek better returns by changing 
assets, but don't sell the family silver for short term relief 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1571 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Renate 
 Last name:  Schneider 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Monday seems to be a slow day in town anyway 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Should be assioted with the splash centre. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: As an amature theater, it gives great pleasure ro people. Maybe combine with 
amdram 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: None 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It does give people pleasure and makes our town centre colorful. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: City of design 

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Important to keep green. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: None 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: It is,a lovely place to during winter. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I think community needs this support otherwise we will be a boring city 

  
Further comments on service cuts: Nope 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Future proof is essential. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Ratereduction for hotel, offering council land etc 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments: It is a national treasure 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Part of our culture, emergency planning 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Important, we live on an island with lots of beaches. Essential like ambulance 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments: The reducing of traffic and safety. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: No 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Depends on asset. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: More attention to longterm environmental goals. Attention to quality and 
effenciency of work. Quality control. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1097 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Lidy 
 Last name:  Schouw 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 101 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Ben 
 Last name:  Schrieber 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Don't know 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Waste of money. Don’t fund this 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 522 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Eileen 
 Last name:  Scott 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Would not like to see the library closed for a day on the weekend. One week day is 
best. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We need this pool to remain open. Being a coastal city, every child needs to learn 
to swim. Keep our kids safe. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The aviary Is an asset to the Virginia lake park area. Constantly being visited by 
locals and visitors passing through our city. Keep this open. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Wanganui led the country in having hanging baskets in our Main Street. They are a 
nice to have but a necessary one. They add to the look of our Main Street. We have a beautiful city keep 
it this way. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 

ownership (no impact on rates) 



Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: The glass works is a wonderful asset for our city. Definitely keep in council 
ownership. A great tourist attraction. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Rural residents need somewhere to drop off rubbish. There is enough illegal 
dumping of rubbish here. In the city and surrounds. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I am a user of the Gonville and Davis library. The Gonville library is used constantly 
for community events as well. Please keep open 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Winter Gardens are a tourist attraction in the Virginia lake area. Instead of 
being a free attraction, maybe consider a gold coin donation for entry. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: While there are many organisations, that need community grants, we need to be 
realistic and maintain the current level of funding. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 

carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 



Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Wanganui desperately needs a hotel and car park. However, the city would be 
better off seeking an outside operator. The ratepayers should not be funding this venture. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is a beautiful building. Keep front of house as is. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is vital 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: No no no a shocking waste of ratepayer money add a pedestrian crossing if need 
be but not at the cost of nearly $1 million a painted one maybe? 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 

Something else (state below) 



and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Not comfortable we need to know what assets are to be sold. Consult rate payers 
first and listen to what we say. This has not happened in the past. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Please do not make decisions behind closed doors. Keep our city moving. It is a 
great place to live. 
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 518 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Brian 
 Last name:  Scott 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Any weekday... 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Splash centre cannot handle all swimming alone.. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: A must have for the Virginia lake reserve ... Maybe run by volunteers?? 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This feature put wanganui on the map... Why take it away 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: A great tourist attraction and used by world class glass artists. 

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Rural folks have rubbish too... 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Easy access for local pensioner housing. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Donation for entry maybe?? 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not council business... Seek an operator or developer 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments: Let's retain its “royal” heritage 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is a must for our community 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: What's wrong with a painted crossing? The same as outside the hospital... 
$830,000 - no way !! 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not comfortable with this question until we have a list of possible assets to go... 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1289 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Dionne 
 Last name:  Scott 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Is there a way for people who want to enter the Ariary to pay? There seems to 
always be people going through it, young and old able bodied and disabled. This seems to be a popular 
place for tourists to stop while passing through town so why shut down something that could generate 
some income to support its maintenance? 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Don't know 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 7 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Robert 
 Last name:  Scott 
 Organisation:  CCSDisability Action Whanganui  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish  



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Decorate the road if you want,  put in a regular crossing if it's really needed, but 
dont waste 800,000+ dollars on a White elephant 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Be brave and business like - an asset is something that generates income/value to 
the community.  We need more land freed up for building homes withing the current city boundary and 
we need the council to reduce the debt 
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1068 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Chris 
 Last name:  Scott 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Gonville Library is used daily by Te Kura students for their education. A 
number of home schooled students. Students enrolled in face to face schools use it after school hours. Its 
a vital hub for the Gonville and wider community. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 

with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Marae are a vital resource for all the community, especially at times of disasters 
when then provide safe shelter and care for all in the community 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1446  
 First name:  Catherine 
 Last name:  Scudder 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish  



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1585 Speaking 
 First name:  Tom 
 Last name:  Seaman 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Close for 2 days a week. Take an immediate aggressive cost cutting approach and 
you can always come back to closing 1 day a week if other savings allow. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Its a sad position of a valuable community asset. But we are faced with costs for 
repairs resulting from lack of past repairs and maintenance. Close this facility. Sell the land to private 
developer for housing development to create a one-off sale plus on-going new rates. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Sadly this has to close, we can't afford it. Aging failure of regular annual repair and 
miniatous. Like many iconic building we should be keeping we can't afford this and need to act now. Sell 
the land to a private developer for housing. Create a one-off sale price boost plus on-going rates. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Close, demolish and grass the area. Its a small cruel for the birds which needs a lot 
more funding to make it work properly. I know its a vote catcher but councillor must step up and close it 
and offer lower rates. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: The hanging baskets are iconic to Whanganui and feature in photos and 
advertising. We must try and keep these. If we can fund this from savings elsewhere then to stick to my 



"cut" if we can't pay for it they have to go. I'm proposing not to spend $55m on the new hotel (see 
below) us that saving to put here. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Sell ASAP to a private buyer or close. I know Whanganui has a glass reputation but 
if it's not commercially viable then it has to go. IF the Hotel project is abandoned then savings from that 
wasted $55m could be used to run the glass works which are already visitor attraction. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: If these are removed then people will only dump there rubbish somewhere else 
and council will have to fund it's clean up. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Close the Gonville and Castlecliff library. There is now a good regular bus service. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: We don't have enough money to really run these now and the displays are pretty 
"timid" and not special. This saving would be better spent on the hanging baskets. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is all valuable stuff in it's own way, but it is not core business, it is nice to have 
vote catching for councillors. It needs to be cut to the bone at this time. 

  
Further comments on service cuts: Anything that is not core infrastructure should be cut. push back to 
central Government and its Departments to tell them to fund it. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



  
Submitter Comments: This is core council business. Not doing repairs and maintenance and upgrades 
leads to big projects no one can fund later. Drop the hotel project and put some of that saving here. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: STOP this is not council core business. In fact I challenge the very idea councils 
should be doing this type of work at all. The council should facilitate private business powers and 
developers in this projects 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments: Fund this by not doing the planned hotel development for $55m, plus. The opera 
house is essential iconic building and facility. All repertory to use the facility and a much lower cost than 
full commercial shows. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I'm torn on this. Maree provide an essential community service and often central 
points of gathering in emergencies. But they are privately owned. Would council fund my roof 
replacement, of course the should not as it's privately owned. This situation comes about because over 
the long run there has not be regular repair, maintenance and upgrades. It's now back us into a corner. If 
this is funded there has to be caveats added. Maree must have in place annual repair, maintenance and 
upgrade plans that a self funding and monitored. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: Again another example where frailties have been left to run down because of lack 
of annual maintenance, repair and upgrades. I'm inclined to say no to this expect they do save lives every 
year. Can Council provide a 30-year load subject to the building having a funded annual repair, 
maintenance and upgrade plan that is self funding and monitored? 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: We simply can't afford to do this right now 

  



Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: We simply can't afford to do this work even though it's important. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Sell! Target the money created specifically to infrastructure and nothing else - no 
vanity community projects. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Most of what's proposed "nibbles" around the edges of cost cutting. There are still 
far to many nice-to-haves. What's need now is painful cuts to take pressure of people living in the city 
who are faced with lower wages, fixed incomes, ricing costs and rates. "nibbling" around the edges by 
elected officials to try and minimise vote loss is not why your elected. The cuts need to much more 



aggressive with social services and grants added back in when funding allows. Many things cut will have 
undesirable consequences but we cannot fund what we can't afford.    Where are the cuts or 
disestablishment of Whanganui & Partners? Most Councils attempting these types of originations (for 
good reasons) provide very little real outcome for the money spent. Councils job is managing 
Infrastructure the job of business development if for private sector. How much would be saved by 
disestablishment of Whanganui & Partners?    The council putting money into the development of a hotel 
is an idealistic dream. It will go well beyond $55m. Yes continue to find private developer who will do the 
project. but abandon the council funding this.    All local floral societies and orchard societies to freely use 
the Winter Garden space for meeting, shows and space to put their plants.    WiFi is defiantly NOT 
needed at Castlecliff play area. The area is focused on people playing and directly interacting with each 
other. If anything we should put in WiFi blocker. Lets encourage people to get off devices and play.    We 
cannot afford to extend community housing, push back on central Government and start making them 
uncomfortable. The stock we have must be maintained, repaired and upgraded otherwise we should sell 
the lost to community housing organisation. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 358 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Mark 
 Last name:  Seconi 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I think the Davis Library could be closed on Sundays & Mondays. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Whanganui East Pool is an important part of 'learn to swim' programmes and 
water safety education. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: It is always sad to see an historic building come down. But as a town we have 
saved other important landmarks that represent our history. The Repertory Theatre is tucked out of the 
way in the corner of town and its removal would not jeopardise our towns heritage credibility. As time 
moves on, volunteer organisations such as this can suffer decreasing membership. Here might be an 
opportunity to focus plays and drama productions into one united location such as at the Amdram 
Theatre. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Aviary is specifically not an essential visitor attraction and the discussion to 
retain the aviary is very much based on emotional feelings.  The complete Rotokawau Virginia Lake 
reserve would still be an amazing attraction without the aviary.  Once the aviary is demolished and the 
site grassed over with some pretty trees and a nice wide concrete pathway running through, people will 
soon move on with life and the aviary will be a happy memory. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Close the avairy but keep the Winter Gardens 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Option one is the most responsible thing to do.    The Wakefield Street Overbridge 
should be closed to road traffic and 'singled' so that cyclists and pedestrians can still use the structure. 
The residents of Wakefield St would appreciate the easing of continuous road traffic past their homes. 
Road traffic from Number 3 Line should be sent down Eastown Road all the way to State Highway 3 
beside the river. Most of Eastown Road is next to a railway corridor, whereas Wakefield Street is 
residential on both sides of the street.     Meanwhile, on another note, Whanganui District Councillors 



should encourage the National led government to not privatise or mothball the Marton - New Plymouth 
Railway or the branch line from Aramoho Junction to Castlecliff.  Encourge the Central Government to 
keep the rail network in tax payers' hands and support new container traffic growth and put long distance 
log traffic back on the railway. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: In the aftermath of the 2008 Ressession, local moteliers & hoteliers met together 
on PS Waimarie to share concerns and discuss the issues. One Hotel owner described his business as  
'hemorrhaging'.  The market climate meant that hotel spaces in Whanganui began to decrease leading to 
the postion that we are in now.  It could be a risk for the Whanganui Council to invest in a Hotel. Its 
success would be vulnerable to the economy. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments: I would go one step further and move the flow of road traffic around Pākaitore 
Reserve. Demolish the court house and ease the road curve there. Cut through the Computer Centre 
carpark to ease the curve there. Extend Pākaitore Reserve completely over to the River Corridor. Expand 
the shared pathway through the site and leave partial road access for visiting vehicles and maintance 
trucks. Leave a space for a potential riverbank tramline. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 



feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Keep up the good work on growing the local shared pathway network. There are 
still notable gaps for those people who like to go 'round the bridges' . An easy graded pedestrian bridge is 
needed across the Matarawa Stream near Kowhai Park. The Aramoho Bridge walkway needs widening 
and surface work sooner rather than later. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 786 Not Speaking 
 First name:  K 
 Last name:  Segers 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It is not because there are several library spaces that they are accessible by all - 
that is the point of having a branch & hubs in addition to the Davis Library. It seems very drastic to close 
for a day and the impact that has on both library users and staff. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Important community space and safe haven for many with good books and great 
coffee. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 

new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not necessary in times where we all need to tighten our belts. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: Question can't really be answered without knowing which assets exactly. 
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: I'm not very supportive of service cuts and would prefer lower investment in the 
long-term. 
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 680 Not Speaking 
 First name:  D 
 Last name:  Segers 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Don't see this as helpful towards savings. Libraries are such an essential service 
and too many people rely on access to the space for socialising, reading, book-borrowing, computers... 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Splash has plenty of space for an outdoor pool + establish a proper fulltime 
swimschool with free access for every primary school child. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: it would be sad to see the Rep go...maybe stablising the bank & sell it sounds like 
the more sensible option 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: It is a nice thing to have but not something of this day and age. Birds don't need to 
suffer for our entertainment. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Another nice thing to have but not a need as such - ask shops and option 2 voters 
to adopt a basket and let them pay for the care & maintenance of it 

  
New Zealand Glassworks Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 

ownership (no impact on rates) 



Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: This is a very popular place with out of town visitors and glass-artists 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: As said, libraries are important and need to be prominent and accessible for all in 
low-decile areas more than anything else. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: People are important, maybe try to find some savings that don't 
impact people and people's enjoyment. It is beyond me that all these small amounts of money can't be 
found away from services and spaces we like most and that are within reason. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Yes, this is a definite "NEED" more than a want and it is good to spread out the 
investment over a longer period. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

Don't know 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: I can see the value of a hotel but I'm not sure now is a good time to make such an 
investment. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Yes, once again an essential service which has saved lives in the past. You can't 
actually put a price on people's lives. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is not an area high in foot traffic. It really is not a good time to spend our 
money on vanity-projects when you are proposing cuts to services!  Please get your priorities right, not 
many want yet another raised platform! 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: I like the idea but not sure if we need to spend that kind of money at this point in 
time if we can improve safety for all without any impact on rates. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 

Don't know 



and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: A list of which assets would be helpful 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

2 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: First the "needs" of the community and only then the "wants" of the council 
please?! 
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 241 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Philip 
 Last name:  Sell 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close Davis Library for one day on the 
weekend instead of a weekday (add $0.90 per 
property per year to the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: An outdoor pool is essential. More cost effective than building an outdoor pool at 
springvale park. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Whanganui is well known for the hanging baskets. We used to have the 
Whanganui in bloom festival. Removing them is a backward step. We don't want to be known as 
Whanganui in gloom. To keep cost down maybe the shop/building owners pay for the baskets & council 
through mainstreet pay for the upkeep & maintenance 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Leave the hotel for the business sector. Not the councils job 

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not an essential project money better spent elsewhere 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Do not spend anymore money on the art gallery. Just get it finished. No more 
fancy ideas. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1529 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Kate 
 Last name:  Sellar 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Let a business sponsor the aviary 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: I can't believe hanging baskets cost that much. Keep them and fill them with fake 
plants, or succulents that don't need looking after. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: only have it open at the weekend 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Stop getting ripped off by contractors. Everybody knows wen they quote for 
council they elevate their pricing. Time to play hardball and stop giving these people contacts. More 
shopping around, harder negotiations and keep an eye on the work. Stop redoing new work. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: If no operator can be found, do nothing. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 

with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 502 Speaking 
 First name:  Hayley 
 Last name:  Sellars 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: *Sell to Rep or Whanganui Performing Arts for $1 - with a commitment to the 
heritage fund for refit.     Our historic small theatre holds significant cultural (arts) value, representing the 
architectural, social, and artistic heritage of a community. Saving such a theatre preserves a tangible link 
to the past, providing future generations with a sense of continuity and identity.    The theatre offers a 
platform for local artists and performers to showcase their talent. It enriches the cultural landscape by 
hosting a diverse range of performances, including plays, concerts, dance recitals, and film screenings, 
thereby enhancing the quality of life for residents. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keeping the colour and vibrancy, by once-a-year commissioning some sort of 
sculpture or mural. 

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Alternative closed day to the Davis Library. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Look at breaking up major roading contracts to smaller contracts, who do the work 
anyway for tier One companies. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 



which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: I 100% support a full upgrade, however the management of the theatre needs to 
be investigated. As a long term hirer of the theatre, pre covid the pricing, staff, client service etc was 
outstanding.     Post covid, the theatre has gone from bad to worse. Multiple requests were made to 
speak to management, about concerns and were dismissed. The theatre has a revolving door of staff and 
techs, almost all of whom don't know the theatre. Double booking the venue. A poor ticketing system, as 
a promoter.     The current management and staff are a disappointment to Whanganui, with staff using 
the venue / out of town events, such as Six60 to promote their own production companies.     We are not 
returning to the Opera House in 2025 due to cost, poor building standard and disappointing staff / 
management. (We are a local 112 year old theatre group, who loaned the opera house funds back when 
it was built) 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not buildings or venues that are currently used daily. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

2 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Most large companies are subcontracting / acting as project managers, clipping 
the ticket.     In roading, if the council had their own traffic management crews, they could save 
thousands daily. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 230 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Karen 
 Last name:  Sellwood 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The library is a haven for so many people, people who are lonely and have no safe, 
friendly place to go to. The books, audio books, magazines, etc are an important part of their lives, so are 
the staff who are friendly and welcoming to them all. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The pool is a place for locals (children and adults) to have fun and also learn to 
swim and be safe in the water. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The aviary is substandard. The lake and its surrounds have many birds and ducks 
etc. We all enjoy seeing them and their freedom. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: These baskets are a delight to everyone who sees them, well worth the ($5) per 
household 

  
New Zealand Glassworks Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 

buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: The glassworks are a drawcard to people who live all over nz. Well worth keeping. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep the library open, it's so important to young and old 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The winter gardens are a part of the Virginia Lake experience, they are well kept 
and a must to keep. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  



Submitter Comments: too risky for the ratepayers 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments: nice to dream of option 3 and /or 4 but we can't afford it. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: The surf lifesaving service is a must to keep, safety is paramount. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: We can't afford it. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  



Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 496 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Marcus 
 Last name:  Sellwood 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

1 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1262 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Sharon 
 Last name:  Semple 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Implement a new counterweight flying 
system only within the existing stagehouse building 
structure (add $44 per property per year for 20 
years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Settlements have already happened so surely there is  return on investment  for 
them to spend 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 609 Speaking 
 First name:  Clinton 
 Last name:  Sewell 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Close the pool and don't waste money with the feasibility study. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Tender the demolition so council will get paid to have it demolished and the 
materials can be reused privately. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep the aviary open. But look for community sponsorship. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Again, I'm sure most businesses would be happy to sponsor them if asked 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not sure we need to sell as I would've thought it should be able to pay for itself 

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Again, seeking community sponsorship would be the  answer. And yes I would put 
my money where my mouth is 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: If our core infrastructure isn't strong, what do we have as a city? 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Council should not enter business or hospitality to this extent. If private investors 
aren't willing, it kind of says its not wise spending does it not? 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 

with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: This is not necessary spending 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Marae are the responsibility of their iwi. If you invest in these you will have to 
invest in other gathering places (ie churches) to show neither prejudiced or racist notions 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Surely community sponsorships  could help 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Waste of extravagant amount of money. Put it towards a new bridge so heavy 
traffic can stay away from the riverfront 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Waste of money for a small amount of people (40 odd?)wanting it. Use the money 
where it's actually needed not wanted 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  



Submitter Comments: Long term better to keep assetts 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Honestly, most people don't want to lose anything we have (including myself). We 
need to stick the essentials needed and not wanted. If rates need to increase, make it what is needed and 
get it over and done with. It will hurt us all but our infrastructure would benefit 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1188 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Rebecca 
 Last name:  Sewell 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We use the whanganui east pool in summer and would like to keep it operational. 
Also think you are greatly inflating the costs required to keep it operational. You asked the public to use 
the pool more over summer and we did. We have held up our end of the bargain 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  



Submitter Comments: It would be devastating to close the glass works, it is important for our art and 
culture. Please keep it 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I visit gonville library regularly and it is an important centre in the suburb. I agree 
to keep it 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We particularly need to improve water quality. It is a travesty that our pipes are 
being ruined by the water with so much lime and it contributes to my son's excema.  Please fix the water 
quality. I would be willing to pay more in my rates to see this significantly improved 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments: The theater is fine as it is that is way too much money to pay for a theatre which is 
largely only used by the affluent in the community 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I agree to invest in marae,  probably a lesser amount such as 2m a year 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: That is way way too expensive for a road crossing. Think of a better way to honour 
paikatore than this 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 



  
Submitter Comments: In general selling off assets is a bad idea. It's also silly to say it's all or nothing. I 
don't think anyone can make an informed decision on that without knowing what the assets are and 
perhaps providing a middle ground amount as well 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1062 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Elspeth 
 Last name:  Shand 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Monday sounds a good idea. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Until one knows what the options are for a facility for all Wanganui it is hard to 
answer this one.  We already have the Splash Centre, but not everyone has the facilities to travel there 
from Wanganui East. Has a study of the alternative been done as it should have before the public are 
asked to decide. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Wanganui is an old town, and once was a city, so many buildings are old. To me 
they could be attended to, one a year, so drastic action would not be necessary. Once again I do not know 
how often the building is used but i do know that it produces good entertainment and a place for 
amateur theatre needs to exit in a town. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I recently took out of town visitors to the Aviary and met the present caretaker 
who was interesting and very knowledgeable.. I would not like to see it go. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I thought each business bought their own baskets from the Council.  I remember 
when they were first introduced, about 1997, after a local resident had visited     Shrewsbury and seen 
the idea.  I took a letter about it all from the Wanganui Council to Shrewsbury Council in 1997,  Each store 



can buy its own. The watering system, if still connected, could be provided by the council with a cost to 
the Stores or Mainstreet. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: I know the Council wants to cut costs and seems to want to attack 
pleasures that locals enjoy, and each area od Wanganui often need its own because of travel. I saw that 
the fact they were only used by SOME of the community was a reason for cutting them out completely.  
However the ART  GALLERY  is only used by SOME of the population too and there has been/is no limited 
to the expense there.  75 million was the last cost i heard of. SEEMS TO BE SOMETHING WRONG IN THE 
LOGIC THERE. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  



Submitter Comments: Jobs need to be DONE AND COMPLETED AT THE SAME TIME. Would  completing a 
small number each year, and I mean completing, be advisable.  So often one is started and not completed 
and by the time the next year comes around they are still on the agenda. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: For years this has been a cry for Wanganui, to attract tourists etc.  I have been 
involved in large functions held here and there is always enough accommodation found. How often 
would there be a large function and what happens for the rest of the year. I can imagine our present 
Mayor would love to build something large and flamboyant but this is Wanganui.  I was schooled here, 
went away for tertiary education and came back much later married with 3 children and the same cries 
were being heard, the population hard not increased much and the same pipe dreams were being 
considered. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments: The Opera House covered much of its own expenses at one time.  When the 
Council took over, in recent years. more conditions and costs seemed it be incurring. Please keep it going. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Can they not upgrade their own Maraes as people do in other institutions. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: This service is vital for the city population. Would there be sponsors to help the 
Surf Life Saving Club. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 



feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Once again one needs to know what assets would be sold. If the assets are never 
used, sell. If the assets bring in an income, they be worth keeping.  The council is short of money but it 
wants to borrow 55million plus for a hotel. Who does the budgeting for the Council???? 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

2 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Asas the Council is dealing with the expense of the Art Gallery I think they should 
stay with things as they are until that is finished and the final costing is known.  Someone on Council 
decided to build the Art Gallery and they surely knew how costs would rise and all the other 
complications that come with building, so I am afraid the present Council has to deal with the matter.  
The population did not decide to build so why should they have to suffer.  And now you want a Hotel as 



well.!!! I thought a Mayor and Councillors were there to look after the city, not create their dreams or 
monuments to their time with the Council and expect the population to pay for it. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 113 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Susan 
 Last name:  Shand 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This would be a good investment for families and community 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This seems like a small price to pay for stabilizing the nak and allowing for future 
opportunities for this valuable spot - whether the building is renovated or removed. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: The trail would be a 'nice to have' - but I would rather see a safe passage for 
walkers and cyclists along Moston Rd. I was almost hit by a large truck on this road whilst cycling several 
years ago.  When I wrote to council officers about the possibility of a cycleway along there, I was told that 
this was on the council's longterm plan.  However, i now see no sign of this.  Moston Rd has much new 
housing and is, of course, in heavy use with the Mill Rd Industrial Park. ( Lets keep our commuting cyclists 
safe)  Also I hope that the Rivercycleway will eventually finish at the Nth Mole. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 152 Speaking 
 First name:  Dr Roger 
 Last name:  Shand 
 Organisation:  Montgomery Reserve Group (spokesperson)  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Increase entrance fee 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish  



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Reduce by 50% until financial position improves 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Get by as best I can until finances improve. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Reserves and open spaces be permanently exempt from sale (divestment) Reasons 
attached. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

2 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1026 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Winni 
 Last name:  Sharma 
 Organisation:  n/a  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish Don't know 



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: Any thoughts on reducing the councilors salary and office expenses. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 124  
 First name:  ROD 
 Last name:  SHARP 
 Organisation:  No i am not submitting on behalf of an organisation 
but as an individual  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is an easy saving. 6 days a week for the library is fine. Closing monday i think 
is a good idea. Being open on weekends is more important. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I'm a plumber located in Whanganui East. The pool is an asset and my kids use it. 
I'd like to see it retained. The gonville pool closed and was a shame. I'm a fan of assets that socially help 
the community lead better lives. Keep this in mind WDC....the community is powerful. We as rate payers 
have many skills and attributes and abilities.  Why not draw on your ratepayers who have the required 
skills for support in helping keep the pool open and even in completing upgrades. I'm a certifying 
plumber with 21 years trade experience. I could be a valuable community asset in retaining the pool and 
keeping upgrade costs down through volunteer work. Something to consider. I am only one person but 10 
of me would make quick work of the required upgrades if working to a adequately professionally 
designed hydraulic services upgrade plan. It can be done. We love our community and want to see things 
retained, not mothballed. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I think closing it would be the most cost effective solution. The building is quite 
dated. I am aware some in the community go to this theatre or partake in the productions. The Repertory 
theatre could continue at the opera house possibly? It shouldn't be forced into closure but be given a 
lifeline for an alternative venue for these rate payers and members of the community to continue their 
passion for performing. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  



Submitter Comments: The aviary is quite well known in the community and NZ in general as is Virginia 
Lake. This is one of the many things that makes Wanganui/Whangnaui unique. Its on a state highway and 
sees many visitors per year. To cover costs, look at introducing better signage advertising the aviary to 
peopple passing on the state highway. The cafe is nearby for food stop & coffee as well. Look at the 
feasibility of introducing a payment system and signage that the cost covers the upkeep of the aviary. 
There are many bird lovers who pass through that would pay a few dollars towards the upkeep to walk 
through this unique aviary. This could net thousands a week possibly. Payment could be made in a variety 
of ways but turnstyle with digital entry is one possibility. Does anyone even know how many people walk 
through each month or year? This should be monetised, but not at a cost that puts people off paying to 
walk through. A community committee group could be established to help the council with management 
and upkeep of the facility as well as future upgrades. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I think the hanging baskets are a nice feature for this city and id like to see them 
remain. There are many other areas where money is overspent or wasted so cutting hanging baskets 
seems ridiculous when lined up against a proposal for a $800k pedestrian crossing between pakitore and 
the awa etc. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Yes it needs a buyer. If its viable as a business someone in the glass community will 
surely step forward and make it successful. If its not financially viable and their is no buyer then it should 
close in the future. Yes it brings tourists who spend money, but if rate payers have to keep it afloat 
financially, what is the point? 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I agree. If there is no council drop off point, more human beings will dump rubbish 
and leave it. I've seen these rural drop off points around the district and they work well. An asset to 
peoples lives in the rural community. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Could do the same as the Davis library and close one day of the week. I agree 
books are important. Keep the library in Gonville. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Look at a user pays initiative. I know many people who go here for wedding 
photos. Its really common. Market the gardens more,  make more of an attraction of it. Same as the 



aviary, a digital turnstyle system for entry for the purpose of contribution to maintenance, upgrade and 
upkeep? 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: I dont know enough about the actual good the community grants do for the 
overall communities benefit to be able to comment sorry. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is definitely a private matter. A hotel is a private asset. If its needed im sure a 
hotel chain would see the opening in the market and be willing to invest and build. I do  not agree Dave 
Moore of Villa Services would be someone the council and rate payers should join up with. I have done 
work for him as a business owner and self employed plumber and he is difficult to work with at best. he is 
low on funds and wants to partner with council and rate payers as his cash cow. Be warned! 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Maori have been paid billions by the crown and tax payers. Why do rate payers 
have to provide further funding to enhance maori dwellings? Isn't that what the waitangi tribunal is for? 

  



Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Way too expensive! 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  



On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1021 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Joleen 
 Last name:  Sharrock 
 Organisation:  Birthright Whanganui  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close Davis Library for one day on the 
weekend instead of a weekday (add $0.90 per 
property per year to the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 

new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments: Guyton street raised crossings surely didn't cost that much and have considerably 
slowed down traffic. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1088 Speaking 
 First name:  Mandy 
 Last name:  Shaver 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep the current rates.  Instead, assess whether funds are publically value-tested 
and effective.  It's nice to support hobbies, but such hobbies could be supported by club fees.  If a club 
wants to be more inclusive and provides true value to community, for example, then qualitative and 
quantitative support must for shown by that grant receiver.  Religious organisations should not be exempt 
from same measures. Effective altruism can be praticed for the benefit of Whanganui citizens 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Along with the issues brought up, grafitti should be minimised.  To do this, more 
policing is needed as well as community service for those who offend (cleaning up grafitti across 
Whanganui). The same enforcement is needed for dumping and littering.  Instead of a fine at first, 
offenders have required community service to clean up streets and remove rubbish. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  



Submitter Comments: I see the need for better accomodation as Whanganui's hotels do not meet most 
international standards. However, the cost of car parks (especially in a city which should aim to be more 
walkable for tourists) and the cost of a new hotel does not seem like a reasonable way to spend money 
now. Yet, there could be incentives for hotels to upgrade.  Food and retail services are also a bit behind 
for the most part.  Perhaps, it is time for Whanganui to modernise (more in-line with New Plymouth and 
Wellington) whilst still maintaining its heritage. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: I would possibly life to comment. Pests need to eliminated, especially possums 
and hedgehogs in parks and then see about cats.  Although, my main concern is safety, in particular for 
vulnerable people.  Whanganui, and New Zealand in general, needs to reduce violence.  The only way to 
successfully reduce violence is effective policing, economic incentives for men, empowerment for 
women, and matching sentencing for crime.  I am not for punishment for the sake of simple vengence.  
Instead, punishment should act as a deterrment for safeguarding communities.  I live in Whanganui East, 
where I need to feel safe as a woman in the home I own.  As a social scientist as well as a woman who 
was attacked in Auckland, I have knowledge and first-person experience of what can work, how police are 
actually trying, and how the current justice system is failing victims.  The rising violent crime rate is not a 
Whanganui only problem.  Yet, Whanganui can take the lead for the nation in providing evidence-based 
policing and community iniatives from the ground-up.  There has been press about military camps for 
men...women need employment opportunities embedded in community that empower women not to 
put up with violence and not to see ourselves as only victims.  Until attitudes change as to what is 
acceptable in intimate relationships and family life, violence against vulnerable peoples will continue in 
New Zealand. However, the rates of violence will decrease over time as criminal sentences match crimes 
and opportunities match communities. New Zealanders do not have to settle for being poor and without 
options. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 



 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1368 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Mikayla 
 Last name:  Shaw 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: $2.30 isn't enough savings per house to justify someone/ a couple of someone's 
not having work for a day a week. Plus just the annoyance of  having the library closed one day a week 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: If I didn't have the east pool growing up I would not know how to swim. I went to 
Wanganui east school and having that pool for swimming lessons was great. Consider the children. With a 
new pool no doubt the entrance fee will be too costly for alot of families. Plus if you are getting rid of 
Wanganui east pool will that land be given back to the school? 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It's part of the enjoyment of the lake 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Meh if you can afford to live rural find they can find their own rubbish disposal 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Use the town Library if needing to. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 714 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Michi 
 Last name:  Shaw 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1154 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Pauline 
 Last name:  Shaw 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 48 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Jennifer 
 Last name:  Shaw 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep open and charge swimmers. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Implement a new counterweight flying 
system only within the existing stagehouse building 
structure (add $44 per property per year for 20 
years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: I need to know what you intend to sell. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1196 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Sam 
 Last name:  Sheenagh 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Don't know 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1329 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Joseph 
 Last name:  Shepherd 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Just keep it open 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Wanganui needs this pool. The Splash Centre cannot cope now. At least it is still an 
option unless you are thinking of building an outdoor pool in Springvale this pool needs to be kept. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: As long as the facade can be kept for the new building otherwise option 2. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It is a great drawcard for young people in our community, keep it. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: These have been here for years. We were one of the first cities in NZ to have them 
and the comments, commendations, and praises have not stopped since. Take these away and the 
character of Victoria Ave will be lost. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  



Submitter Comments: I don't know whether option 1 or 2 but I do believe the Glassworks have to stay. 
We have a huge arts community in Wanganui and a substantial percentage of them will be glass artists. It 
is a character/trait of Wanganui. We have a history of glass industry in some form probably going back 
close on 100years. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Rural households pay rates also. They should have the same opportunities as 
suburban households. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: It is a community asset. One day closed this time, two next time, soon it is closed 
all together. Why??? 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Another asset well visited by locals and visitors alike. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: As you keep saying, everything is going up in price. Community organizations' 
require this . 

  
Further comments on service cuts: You talk about the "importance and support community facilities and 
services provide" but here you are getting rid of or diminishing their capacity. You also talk of wanting to 
increase the population of Wanganui. If you keep reducing or removing services and facilities, there will 
be no drawcard for them to come in the first place.  the increase in prices for the use of the Splash 
Centre. These prices are already higher than a lot of similar facilities throughout the country. Maybe 
looking for a major facility naming sponsor could assist in this area. I paid for 2 x adults, 1 x child, and 3 x 
pre-school children plus 2 x slide passes at a facility recently which cost me $17.50. It would have been a 
minimum of $25 in Wanganui. You might think that is a big difference but if you are taking them regularly 
it is.    There already doesn't appear to be enough money set aside for trees, annuals and shrubs. Here 
you are talking of reducing it. I can't think what state the trees round town will look like. Already there 
are issues (Halswell St) with overgrown trees. I have name one, there are other places that appear to not 
receive the attention they require. Please don't reduce this budget. The sight of overgrown trees,lck of 
srhub/flower gardens round the city will just detract from people visiting here or wanting to live here.     
And councils should not be in the business of building or running motels. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  



Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: If you think more people are going to come to live here our infrastructure needs to 
be robust. Already I think to many sections are too small and hence putting a strain on our infrastructure. 
More households on these subdivided sections are of a size you would find in a much larger city, not 
Wanganui. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: As I said previously, councils should not be in the business of motels. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments: Like the Art Gallery, unlike the velodrome, do this properly first time. It is not only 
a local treasure but a national treasure. It should be round for another 100 years for people to enjoy. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: no comment 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Absolutely. They have deserved this for years. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: I don't want this to become an eyesore. Where are the lost carparks going to be 
replaced to? And how do the truckie firms feel about this? To bring more people into the city we need 
more industry. Tucking is a part of industry. There are already enough judder-bars in that area for the 
truckies without adding another very long one. Where will the coffe cart go? He has established a good 
business and cliental from there, obviously with permission from the council. It would be a shame if he 
had to move from the area. 



  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not required at this stage with so many other projects in place. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: I cannot make an informed decision without knowing the assets being sold. It 
almost sounds dodgy. It would almost be like buying a house, but you're not allowed to view it! I am sort 
of against selling assets as what do you do next time? 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: I am hoping like mad that the rest of Wanganui do not want services cut or 
reduced as I actually think some are already well underfunded. Wanganui is a wonderful city because of 



what we have and the people who live here. People choose to live here for a great number of reasons. 
Apart from the fact I grew up here, and have returned for my career, Wanganui is a wonderful city with 
an amazing history. We don't want to lose that history, old or recent. I grew up using all the facilities 
available, Wanganui East pool, Williams Domain, Kowhai Park (don't touch that), Cooks Gardens, Virginia 
Lake and so on. And my children also enjoyed these facilities and their children are now enjoying them. I 
know money is tight but once you take something away, history shows that you won't get it back. Many 
people, visitors included, enjoy our city because of what we have now. Don't change that. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 836 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Jill 
 Last name:  Shepherd 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: How does keeping the Davis library open for 52 days cost over $1000 per day? 
Operate with less Librarians on a Monday or close for one day only 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Apply for a grant to upgrade using branding on slides like Mitre 10 did with the 
Splash upgrade. Powerco, Fonterra or similar a big brand.... Wanganui East School children need this 
facility as do other local schools in this lower socioeconomic area. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It is a drawcard for the area for tourists and locals. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Half the number of baskets or plant longer term hardier plants... 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 

new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: I agree to this with the proviso that the aesthetic and integrity of the theatre is 
retained. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Marae have millions in iwi funding that should cover this already through multiple 
agencies. Power backup generators have been funded in the past and not installed. No 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Invest part of this 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 328 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Belinda 
 Last name:  Sherman 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 604 Not Speaking 
 First name:  craig 
 Last name:  Sherman 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Reduce the number of libraries. All the schools have libraries. Mobiles are good 
but they have added costs associated 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The splash centre cannot cope with the customer base now..keep this important 
venue open..we are a seaside town and kids need to learn how to swim 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: These old buildings create wanganui's heritage appeal..Demolishing them starts to 
erode that aspect 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: If the council charged $20 per night to freedom campers who frequent Anzac Pde, 
Market Area,Springvale Park and Mowhanau, that would produce income of around $300,000 to 
$500,000 per annum. We now have meters that can be paid for with cards and have a fine system for 
those that dont pay. These people who come to town are not poor and we have to pay for their rubbish 
removal, toilet cleaning etc. If the dont pay then do we really want them here. I am sure this charge 
would not stop them coming and staying here. With the kerbside recycling being introduced who will pay 
for there's? 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Creates a nice impression and is apparently what attracts visitors 



  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Dont throw iconic businesses away 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: No other sector of town has its own library 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Tough time need tough calls 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Dont join any other council. We have paid dearly for what we now have where 
other centre's have not done anything and I dont want to be subsidising them 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Let a private investor do this if its feasible or reinstate the Collegiate motel to a 
classy accomodation/restaurant venue 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not enough shows to warrant a lot of money. We have spent heaps already 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Maybe provide for 1 marae but not all of them. They have been given a settlement 
which could go towards upgrades if they need one. We do not have enough emergencies to warrant us 
waisting rate payers money especially when times are tough and we are facing a big rates increase . Our 
rates are too high now and this is a wish list item not a must have 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Absolutely rediculous. Cannot understand the thinking behind this when we are 
trying to reduce costs. Dont do this 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: The number who ride this road do not justify the cost..another nice to have !! put 
the money into getting the council berns mowed more regularly so our town always looks beautiful..thats 
what brings people to a our lovely hideaway 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  



We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments: Dont sell the family silver..Once its gone we never get it back..Powerco was a 
classic example although i know the council did not own 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: In the real world, we would like everything but we cant. Wanganui already has 
some of the highest rates in the country and if we keep making silly investments or changes then people 
will be forced to relocate to somewhere they can afford. every increase gets past onto tennants in a 
rental property. In the end the council is here to serve its rate payers and invest if oportunities that will 
lower rates not increase. The 3 big issues for me are  -   1.  The free freedom campers when we have to 
pay. Make them pay a minimal amount per night..still cheaper than a camping ground but at least the city 
gets a sizeable income of it that could go towards the Wang East pool and the Bird Aviary which are 
places that give our young ones enjoyment.    2. The Motua garden road crossing..serves no purpose the 
majority other than a a nuisance to drive over..What an earth are you thinking !    3. Funding for upgrades 
to Marae's.  We dont pay towards other clubs that benefit our youth on a more regular basis than maraes 
do. A big no from me. We cannot afford this nice to have...with no real benefit for most 
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 737 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Fiona 
 Last name:  Sibbald 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

1 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 929 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Rosamund 
 Last name:  Sigley 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Move it to a new location and earthquake strengthen. Or strengthen/renovate, 
banks etc. Alot of history there. Would be good to keep this building. I've been to a Jamie Mcdell concert 
in there, was fantastic, have seen a few plays and even performed in a play myself many years ago, my 
mother has also acted in plays there. I know an electrician who worked there for years also. My point is I 
would be devastated to see this closed and demolished. We need to revive our performing arts/plays 
scene and bring more to Whanganui. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: What will happen to the birds if this closes is my question? I love taking my 
daughter to this aviary and speaking to the cockatoos but 10.20 per year is too much 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It's beautiful and makes me feel proud of our city. We really have an attractive 
looking main street so lets keep it that way please, totally worth $5 per year in my opinion 

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 171 Speaking 
 First name:  Bill 
 Last name:  Simmons 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish  



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: POLICY REQUIREMENT   Extending the kerbside collection to areas outside the 
urban zone warrants a new, specific, council policy.    Page 12 of the LTP consultation document states 
that Council intends to widen the kerbside recycling service to "other" rural properties over the next few 
years, where it can.  Ministry for Environment requires all Councils to introduce kerbside recycling for 
urban areas only, as explained by MFE Guidelines published in January 2024..  The MFE requirements on 
Council therefore do not include kerbside recycling in rural areas,   The Whanganui District Council has 
nevertheless signalled its intention to add some rural areas in the service to be introduced in July 2024.  
This is a decision made without notice or consultation, in the case of the Rural Lifestyle Zone.  The rural 
residents in these areas feel that democracy and transparency have not been properly applied and that 
no consideration has been given to District Plan Provisions and objectives for their zone or the wider 
impacts of and effects introducing kerbside recycling  in rural zones.     The present proposal to include 
some rural areas and not others appears to be inconsistent, ad hoc, cherry picking that is neither 
necessary nor approved under any approved Council policy.  There is therefore, an obvious need for 
policy around the inclusion of zones or areas not covered by the MFE directive because this inclusion 
potentially raises other environmental concerns or  risks.   Rural areas are laid out very differently to 
urban areas, they have relatively low housing densities, different land uses, less developed streetscapes, 
higher amenity and other rural characteristics such as low service and infrastructure levels which are 
fundamental to the more self-reliant, independent rural lifestyle.  Open spaces make them much more 
sensitive and susceptible to noise and visual impacts however.   A policy must be developed under full 
consultation, with stakeholders and should include consideration of at least the following:  Will the costs 
be outweighed by the benefits to the environment and rural ratepayers?  Assessment of potential 
adverse effects and impacts on traffic and pedestrian safety, livestock disturbance and their protection 
from ingesting plastic, windblown litter accumulation and its removal, and other issues?  Is the service 
warranted or necessary or do current arrangements meet the desired environmental outcomes?  Will bin 
aggregations at certain points be a problem?  It is important that the consequences of introducing the 
service to any area be properly thought through using pre-determined procedure prescribed by policy, 
before the kerbside service is introduced in any area outside the urban area.  Thank you. 
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 803 Speaking 
 First name:  Wiremu 
 Last name:  Simmons 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Mondays and Fridays would be better to provide contingency for cost overruns 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep the pool operational and offer a commercial management concession for the 
facility with a council contribution provided from savings made by reducing costs at the Splash Centre 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Options include selling land and building or selling building with land lease as the 
area is a separate parcel C/T WN25D/829.  Retention of the land may be desirable in the long term. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Past its use-by date.  Sell the mesh and poles to chicken farmers! 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: They are nice but expensive! 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Cost saving measures need to be sought for both Gonville and the main library.  
The demand for library resources should have declined with internet availability in most homes and 
country-wide library access portals such as epukapuka 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Commercial opportunities at Virginia Lake and Funky Duck need better terms and 
certainty to attract and maintain commercial interests operated under concession arrangements. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Times are tight.  Funding should be maintained but not increased. 

  
Further comments on service cuts: There are much wider opportunities to reduce service levels across 
many discretionary areas without denying residents and visitors the opportunity for access to these.  
Shortening opening hours, reducing days per week and seasonal closures are a fact of life in other many 
other places.  Cuts so far are rather superficial.  Discretionary spend can be reduced further. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Our history of avoiding or deferring maintenance and upgrades of core 
infrastructure while while funding a range of nice to haves, has created many problems in this area, as 
have some poor decisions surrounding wastewater treatment, soft water and stormwater which in 
combination have seen tens of million dollars  wasted.  We need to address this urgently after seeking the 
best available advice.  The cost of this should be shared between those who benefit directly and rural 
people should not pay for loans covering services they do not use. 

  



Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: The commercial risk for ratepayers is significant in contrast for the low expected 
NPAT (7.3%) after the 13 years of proposed rates contribution.  Hotel accommodation has become a niche 
market in NZ with most visitors preferring the self service option of affordable, tastefully designed, self-
service, short stay accommodation. The $55m investment risk is too high whereas a $20m facility with 
higher occupancy rates might provide better returns and provide opportunity for additional development 
at a later date.  Private sector investment or a councll-private partnership arrangement is suggested. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is the wrong economic climate in which to be  committing tens of millions of 
dollars to stage props. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Wealth re-distribution amounting to billions of dollars in treaty claim settlements 
has allowed most Iwi to restore their dignity and mana whenua, and to invest in commercial ventures 
making significant financial returns.  The maintenance and upgrading of cultural buildings important to 
tangata whenua should be covered by these sources after the government funding ends. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: An essential service and facility achieving public safety. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: While this may be an important symbolic gesture, the substantial cost of the 
gesture is not justified by the deliverables.  The use of public funds for this purpose would be 
irresponsible. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 



  
Submitter Comments: This is an expensive proposal which will be used by a small sector of the 
community.  Rapanui road is an inherently dangerous, wind-affected road and a cycle trail would be 
better established elsewhere, for example along on of the more scenic, less wind-blown unformed legal 
roads running inland towards Tayforth from the Castlecliff - Broadbeach areas. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Agree - but market value, not a fire sale! 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: I am particularly concerned about the inclusion of the Rural Lifestyle Zone (RLZ) in 
the kerbside recycling collection area due to:  1.      Parts of the RLZ appear to have been "cherry-picked" 
for inclusion.  2. During the consultation, there was no hint that the 
RLZ would be included (as required by s14 LGA) in the collection area  3. The RLZ is outside the 
mandatory urban kerbside collection areas described under MFE January 2024 guidelines - the inclusion 
is a Council decision, not an MFE one.  4. RLZ residents are already managing their recycling 
effectively and conveniently via the Resource Recovery Centre   5. The adverse effects of kerbside 



collection in the RLZ, would conflict against operative District Plan objectives for protecting the amenity 
and rural character of the RLZ  6. The requirements of duty under s17 of the RMA 
require every person to avoid adverse effects on the environment.  7. An increased risk to traffic and 
pedestrian safety will occur in RLZ areas with narrow roads, no footpaths and no street lighting, through 
bins on grass refuge areas normally used by vehicles passing in opposite directions.  8. Unacceptable 
animal welfare risks to livestock via noise disturbance and windblown plastic ingestion.  9. Proper 
consideration by Council of these zone-specific risks include the effects due to long sight and sound 
distances across open spaces, and a lack of infrastructure and buildings to reduce sound and visual 
impacts especially for elevated homes close to bin aggregation points.  I seek a council enquiry on this 
matter with a decision compatible with the RLZ District Plan objectives and purposes of s17 of the RMA 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 578 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Ngaire 
 Last name:  Simms 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Hope this will allow for continued operation if the right buyer is found. Ambience 
hard to replicate in amdram, otherwise. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Most important is cared-for traffic islands and entranceway in every route to 
Whanganui. Mowed lawns. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not negotiable. Photo opportunities covered when inclement weather - for bridal 
parties, and great for a colourful retreat. Lifts the spirits and is a tourist attraction. Love the themes. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Regretable but we have to stick to a community budget the same as we do at 
home. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Not negotiable. Clearly needed. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: No no no ceiling on this. Any council involvement should be completely restricted 
to attracting a hotel. One foray into hospitality had a negative impact on the airport, our gateway. Let's 
stick to our knitting on this. Investing in an attraction campaign no problem. 

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Surely this community facility would be worthy of Lotto funding? Full upgrade 
would be great + attract good shows. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Important role in a climate change and Whanganui awa environment. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Must be a community facility with dedicated WSLS area. Lotto grants surely in the 
picture? 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments: A straightforward pedestrian crossing like by the Dublin Street bridge is surely 
sufficient. ie $60 contribution for every ratepayer?? 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 



  
Submitter Comments: Without more detail - once the assets are sold there's no more to sell. Which 
ones? 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 703 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Antonia 
 Last name:  Sims 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The library is a vital hub for the community in terms of educational and social 
wellbeing 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Investigate leasing the theatre to 3rd parties to use during hours not required by 
the actors ie increased utilisation and possible income stream for continued development 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It improves the look of the city for visitors and makes it more welcoming. Happy 
visitors spend more. What are your calculations on potential loss to the city and businesses if cut. 
Removing could be a costly false economy 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Add additional drop off points for outlying suburbs like Castlecliff and North 
Aramoho 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Increase community funding by $50k 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Council does not have the funds nor required expertise to turn this into a 
profitable exercise. Hamilton City Council is a good example of losses related to councils getting into 



development projects outside of their normal functions. Instead create incentives for 3rd party 
developers 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Ensure there are good procedures for accountability in expenses to ensure 
maximum community benefit 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: No 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 467 Not Speaking 
 First name:  john 
 Last name:  singleton 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: week end opening allows more to use the library 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: the concerns of many are the drownings in nz, so lets help youngsters learn to 
swim 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: do this work and sell the building to the company, then they can go for grants 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: it is too small to give the birds a decent life 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: many visitors i have had the chance to talk to are pleased to see us providing the 
flowers and the traffic islands planted out 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: this is a unique venue for visitors and us alike 



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: rural people need to feel they are a part of whanganui 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: we have the mobile vans to take up the slack 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: this compliments the lake enviroment 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: to keep our city vibrant we need to support groups in their various endevours 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: roads and footpaths are always going to be a big cost, putting some early effort 
and money in will pay dividens in the future, but i would add not huge costs to put a walk and cycle path 
to Kai Ewi 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: i dont think we are in the business of hotel running, many hotel chains do not own 
the building they operate from 

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments: this our unique venue and needs to be up to date not to put future shows off 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: owner operators look after the buildings, settlement monies should be a big help 
for them 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: safety in the enviroment 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: our city should maybe change its name from river to road humps, it certainly has 
enough of them 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: i put comment on this earlier, we have bigger problems in the future, Dublin 
Bridge for one, that much layout for bikes etc is beyond the pale 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



  
Submitter Comments: pockets of land not in use could go 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: rates are always going to seem too high but then we like to enjoy the enviroment 
and cervices, can`t have both 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 269 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Candace 
 Last name:  Sixtus 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: • Do not support closure of Davis Library one day a 
week, this service is an important community service that is accessible and utilised by a huge majority of 
the city population. However, the proposition is unclear as is without reference to the other library 
facilities including their utilisation and opening times to support closure of Davis Library (assume this is 
the town library) as the only option 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: The pool should not be closed until the feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
options has been completed which may recommend an opportunity to upgrade WE Pool or expand 
Splash Centre. • Consideration also needs to be given to the impact on the community with closure 
including access for school swimming programmes, community summer swimming option and create 
inequity for those who are unable to afford the Splash Centre fees 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is a heritage building and should not be demolished 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: The community has already spoken on this matter recently with funds already 
invested in the welfare of the birds and this option should not be on the table 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  



Submitter Comments: Low hanging fruit option that deflects from the need to really focus on finding 
efficiencies. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Support sale as this is not the business of local council 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Is further consultation required for the entire library services (facilities and 
mobile). Reading the information on Gonville Library, accept the importance of community hubs, 
however, is there a need for a better understanding of the role of libraries in community hubs and how 
hubs are funded which should not all be attributed to the library. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is not an environment for community grant funding and other funder options 
need to be explored. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: An ambitious dream for the council. If this was a viable option, then corporate 
interest would be realised.  As outlined by Prime Minister Christopher Luxon in the Whanganui Chronicle 
on April 30th 2024, “local councils must stop doing dumb stuff and take responsibility for their own 
affairs”.     “Local council need to focus on the must-do, not the nice-to-do and deliver well on core 
services” 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments: Doing nothing is not the right thing, however the cost to the ratepayer is not 
insignificant and should council consider other funders due to the historical significance. Has 
consideration been given to selling assets e.g. there are 149 community parks in this district, are all 
required? 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Iwi settlements should be covering marae upgrades. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: Would support council being a partner in a joint arrangement. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Would be nice to have but not part of core services     As outlined by Prime 
Minister Christopher Luxon in the Whanganui Chronicle  on April 30th 2024, “local councils must stop 
doing dumb stuff and take responsibility for their own affairs”.   “Local council need to focus on the must-
do, not the nice-to-do and deliver well on core services” 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 



  
Submitter Comments: Would be a nice to have but not needed in this environment 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Before service cuts are considered, the ratepayers need confidence that the 
council has critically reviewed their own resources, roles, processes and have clear measurable outcomes 
that benefit the whole community. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1229 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Marie 
 Last name:  Skidmore 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The children in WE may not be able to afford to come to Splash centre and this is a 
very affordable activity.. keeps them off the sts and into healthy sport 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Kinder to the birds! 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: A  buyer would likely transfer it to their city 

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1586 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Simon 
 Last name:  Skill 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: No matter which day I visit the library, there are always plenty of people present. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: As you said in the consultation document, "This pool has provided a great space 
for the wider community to cool off, get active and spend some time together." It is a long way from 
Whanganui East to Splash Centre so people are likely to give up rather than go there instead, reducing 
their level of exercise and entertainment. We should not cut costs at the expense of cutting community. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Provide assistance for the theatre society to make use of AmDram's theatre 
instead. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: The aviary is nice but is not large enough to allow the birds to live their best life. 
We would be better off investing in the pest control measures at Bushy Park instead so that people can 
see native birds in their natural habitat.  There are plenty of other attractions at Rotokawau in any case. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: 10 cents per week is literally a small price to pay for some nice decorations along 
our main street. 

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: A private owner will focus on profit at the expense of all else, so the entire 
experience (for the artists and visitors) will suffer. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: When there are no easy options, people will dump rubbish wherever they can. 
This is also a good reason to have adequate rubbish bins around town. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Per my response above, costs should not be cut at the expense of community. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: As above re maintaining community. 

  
Further comments on service cuts: The only way our town will attract people to live here is if we have a 
vibrant and expansive community, and we will not have that if we cut back services to the point where 
the city is just a collection of houses connected by roads. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: If we cheap out now then we'll be paying more in the long run. It happens every 
single time and is astounding that the option to pay less now is on the table. 

  



Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I selected option 1 only under the understanding that you'll first ensure the 
business case makes sense. If there is demand for a hotel, then it would be great to have it remain under 
public ownership where the dividends will be reinvested in the town instead of being taken (most likely) 
offshore. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments: I would like to select option 4 but feel this might be worth doing in a few years 
once we've got a few of the other things under our belt. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: "As well as being a central part of Iwi and Hapū culture, Marae perform many 
important roles into the wider community." Then let us provide an even $4 million since it's only a few 
more cents per week per property. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Without a surf lifesaving service, people will die. The service should be fully 
funded. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments: This area badly needs a pedestrian-priority crossing in any case. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  



Submitter Comments: If it's being used for walking and running and exercise, then we should fund it in 
precedence to the road. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments: Without knowing which assets would be sold, there is no way I'd agree to consider 
asset sales. It would be far better to find a way to make them more productive than to sell them to a 
private owner who would buy it with the specific purpose of making it productive and turning a profit. 
After all, if there was no potential then no one would buy them... 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: We can reduce the rates burden on lower-income/lower-property-valued 
ratepayers by increasing the proportion on the higher-income/higher-valued ratepayers. E.g., not just one 
rates unit per $10k or whatever, but one up to this level, a higher one up to the next level, etc., the same 
as our income taxes work. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 



 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 896 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Karyn 
 Last name:  Slade 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We can’t lose this! We need to use it more. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It a feature of our lake, don’t take it away. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is an amazing place and is part of our amazing arts scene 

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: We need to keep this. It’s a beautiful part of lake rotokawa. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: Don’t add more debt to Whanganui if it flops. We do need it, but it would be 
better to have outside business do it 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



  
Submitter Comments: This is important to preserve. Also important to upgrade for more opportunities 
for bigger shows 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Absolutely we need to invest in this. There’s a big proactive group out there who 
are supporting our community. They have shown they can revitalise the club over the last couple of years 
and are an integral part of Whanganui and keeping us safe. Piha’s new club is incredible, let’s build 
something worthwhile to benefit surf and the community 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments: Connection and safety is important. This space is important to our history. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: Safety is so important and there’s so many more bikers on the road. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1486 Speaking 
 First name:  Bradley 
 Last name:  Slater 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Offer for community "donations" of time (maintenance and running the pool 
during swimming season) and funding. This could be an advantage to businesses through advertisement 
(visual and/or name sake rights) and whatever costs are left be covered by council. This is a valuable asset 
and part of Whanganui history. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Sell the grounds and building off. Possibly transform the land into lease held so it 
still belongs to Whanganui council? If this is the case then have it a very low price with some sort of 
contract that whoever buys this (say even at $1) will complete all required works and own the lease for 
10 pr so years. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Offer to businesses/community to donate and/or run this through volunteers over 
hours or monetary donations. This could have a private enterprise essentially run this (possibly 
investigate how the running of the zoo in New Plymouth by the bowl of Brooklands is currently run)Again, 
businesses could have advertising rights through name or signage. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  



Submitter Comments: Offer for submissions from local businesses for naming rights to donate for this 
and have their name to it. Volunteers from the community also for time/donations towards upkeep. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Seek donations from local businesses for advertising rights. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: There is a serious need for the footpath and road to be repaired (and an actual 
footpath installed at the top of the hill) in Marybank as it is very unstable and in a very bad state (cracks, 
uneven surface to the point of danger levels). There are many new properties being built and proposed to 
being built in the near future here also - with a very large future subdivision that has been on the books 
(similar to the tirimoana estate) for some time. The footpath leading up the hill is in such bad condition 
that I would encourage all council members to visit and walk this. The road is starting to collapse also and 
needs serious investigation. If the works were to be done to fix this, a water pipe could be placed under 
the road to bring water to all properties as it has already been brought to the bottom of Marybank hill. 
This would eliminate the need for rural water tanks required for firefighting and encourage even more 
building to occur as I know that having 45 000L of water is a large hindrance for many to subdivide and 
build up Marybank. Please call me to discuss this and prove that these points have been read and 
discussed - Bradley Slater 0273494245 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1336 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Hilary 
 Last name:  Slight 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 
$10.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1564 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Matt 
 Last name:  Slight 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1491 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Michelle 
 Last name:  Slight 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I really think the investment to the pool is needed for Wanganui and especially for 
Wanganui east school 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: If it can be run by volunteers for a love of birds this would be a investment worth 
keeping. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: No way, rather see money go to Avery upgrade 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 233 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Rachel 
 Last name:  Smith 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: There are other ways of saving money from the library budget that would have 
less impact on services to the public. The Library Management Team should be consulted to find those 
other savings before any consideration is give to reducing the opening hours of the Davis Library.  Closing 
the Davis Library one day per week will have an impact on the other branches, especially the Alexander 
Library, and may therefore merely shift costs from one branch to another. The Alexander Library has 
minimal staffing at present, especially when taking into account staff annual leave, sick leave, and other 
events that take staff offsite. If Davis Library patrons decide to use the Alexander Library instead when 
the Davis is closed, more staff may be needed in the Alexander Library. Also, more computers may be 
needed in the Alexander Library to cater for people who normally use those in the Davis Library.  Closing 
the Davis Library for one day on the weekend would have an impact on families, especially those with 
working parents, as the weekend is often the only time they can visit the library together. It will also 
disadvantage many working people, as weekends are often the only time they can visit the library. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 

Something else (state below) 



assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Without knowing which assets could be sold, it is impossible to make an informed 
decision on this. 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 92 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Andrew 
 Last name:  Smith 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Seems a small price to pay to keep such an essential community hub, I know cuts 
are very trendy right now, but when and where do they stop? Are we sure reinstate things once they have 
been taken away? Any small changes to the way the library is run will have a larger impact on the 
community that relies on it. With a city of this size, you'd expect the library to be open seven days. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I understand there are a lot of families who enjoy the lower prices of admission 
and the open air of the East pool. Also being a town with only one pool centre does sound kind of sad 
and retiring. To have a fun vibrant city with a growing population we need to offer a range of fun and 
exciting options. Once it's closed without any real commitment to reopening it until we feel more cashed 
up, seems likely to be a death sentence for the pool. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is an important part of Whanganui's history which should be retained. Surely 
in this day and age we shouldn't be considering demolishing such an important building. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: It's cruel the way the bright lights are on all night. I doubt the birds have a very 
good quality of life in that space. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: These are a bit passe and cost a lot per year. 



  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is an iconic Whanganui facility that draws visitors from all over. If we seek a 
buyer we risk it failing and losing it. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: How ridiculous that you would even ask this - of course we should keep drop-off 
points for rural rubbish. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Gonville Library is an important community hub in a low socio-economic area. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Doesn't seem to have any really exotic or interesting plants. Perhaps put the 
money into a garden in a more central location. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: We get a lot of value out of these - increase the funding. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: It's a no brainer. 

  
Hotel and Car Park Something else (state below) 



Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Yes to the hotel - seek a buyer for it. But why isn't the multi-storey carpark a 
separate question? Who wants a big ugly carpark right in the centre of our CBD. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Implement a new counterweight flying 
system only within the existing stagehouse building 
structure (add $44 per property per year for 20 
years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments: Let's have some respect for this iconic old beauty and keep its original charm 
intact. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Yes - marae are a cultural hub and important in an emergency. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: Go the surf lifesavers. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is a small amount to pay to improve this important historic site. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is a worthy project but in this economic climate we need to make some trade-
offs - I'd rather have the Whanganui East Pool open for tamariki in a low socio-economic area than see 
another cycle trail added only used by a few. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  



We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 438 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Debbie 
 Last name:  Smith 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Maintain the current level of funding, 
which isn't enough to get us to where we need to 
be. Noting assets will deteriorate further (save $56 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 769 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Chris 
 Last name:  Smith 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Increase funding by $50k 

  
Further comments on service cuts: Get rid of curbside recycling. Those who want to recycle already do 
so. Those not interested will not use roadside recycling! 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is a ludicrous change when we are trying to save money! 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: How many assets do we have? What if we sold less than $16 mil what would that 
mean. Need more options! 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  



Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1166 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Adrienne 
 Last name:  Smith 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This theatre is so well-used every week for all ages in the community. Whanganui 
Performing Arts group are currently breeding the next generation of performers. It plays a significant part 
of our cities art scene also hosting musicians. The intimacy and acoustic of Repertory is such a unique 
space for both performers and audience and you feel connected. It's facade is something special and 
needs to be protected for its heritage and history associated with it. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Do this instead of the Davis Library 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: I'm wondering how much scrutiny is done across council consulting 
fees and other frivolous operating costs! All these cuts proposals only seem to reduce the opportunites to 
provide places that 'our community' can connect with one another. THIS IS the essence of what makes a 
community work and Whanganui a desirable place to live. What a pity our new world-class? art gallery is 
costing way more than budgeted!! Hope you get the revenue back on that.... 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: It is interesting that even though we have had significant population growth and 
new dwellings built across the city. This surely brings in greater rates revenue but we are still subjected to 
high rate rises per property to just maintain status quo. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments: Why are local productions charged at the same rates of 'overseas' shows making it 
often not a viable facility to use! 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 

Don't know 



return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1611 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Wendy 
 Last name:  Smith 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: They haven't been maintained well recently and have no colour or appeal. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 
$10.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Try to find a buyer. If no one wants it, close it down. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish Don't know 



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: If a hotel was financially feasible at this time for this city, a private investor would 
have already started on this project themself. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments: Enough money has been spent on it the last few years. There are venues in 
Wanganui where outdoor concerts and shows can be held and this would be a better option in this tight 
economic landscape. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I don't know where these 20 marae are. I only know of one up Aramoho way. They 
can fund their own places, in the same way churches fund their own locations. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Maori are forever shutting down this road when they have protest events there, so 
there is no need to have a pedestrian crossing if all traffic has been stopped by Maori blocking the street. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Sell the pilot training school too. It has run at a loss for too long. 
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1381 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Natasha 
 Last name:  Smith 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: This is a facility used by members of the community from all walks of life. It is 
essential that it can be accessed 7 days a week. It provides knowledge and enrichment to our community. 
It's not enough of a saving to rates to warrant closing it 1 day a week. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Council takes the lead with the 
development of a hotel and carpark, subject to 
outcome of detailed business case (Council's 
preferred option - this would add $30 per property 
per year from 2025/26 through to 2038/39, after 
which the returns from the hotel and carpark will 
start to offset rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 4 - Full upgrade, including front of house 
improvements (add $74 per property per year for 20 
years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1093  
 First name:  Jeff 
 Last name:  Smith 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Close and sell property 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Option 1. Put an end date of locating a buyer. 30june25. If no buyer close down. 

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Increase fines for illegal dumping 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Close on 30 June 25 unless a private operator found maybe tie in with cafe lease 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: Yes please stop the financial input to the recycling scheme asap. It's 
not required. It doesn't work. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Option 3 sorry. Please don't get involved however please don't obstruct any 
developers that wish to explore the opportunity. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Something else (state below) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Option 1 but stakeholders (not ratepayers) to fund 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Think outside the square. Communityt groups / central govt to fund feasibility. 
Find a revenue sponsorship model. Friendly landowners plus community. (Council to not drive this 
project) 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  



Submitter Comments: Very comfortable in district selling all land and assets)apart from guyton st hq) and 
having a policy of no further capital investment in land and property 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: Reduce debt. Sell assets. Balance with making sure decisions are put in place 
today so that Wanganui is a great place to live in 100 years time 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 443 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Robert 
 Last name:  Smith 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 673 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Rory 
 Last name:  Smith 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: To close the pool would be a travesty for our young people both now and into the 
future. Most schools have closed their pools now. The pool is not a luxury, it is a "must have" to give our 
youth water confidence in a controlled environment. If closed now the Councillors responsible won't be 
at the table by the time the devastating effects take hold. It shouldn't be this easy to escape 
accountability. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: The baskets are our 'front display window'. They are universally admired and have 
become part of the fabric of Whanganui and a big part of our overall presentation to the outside world. 
This is not the time to turn Whanganui back to the ho-hum 

  
New Zealand Glassworks Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 

ownership (no impact on rates) 



Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  



Submitter Comments: Council is looking at this from the wrong end. The reason Developers are to date 
disinterested is because Whanganui's tourism income (approx $140m) and performance languishes pretty 
much at the bottom of the heap, certainly in North Island terms.  Get the Tourism marketing sorted with 
some proper measurements and controls on performance and ability and the hotel proposal will likely 
look after itself 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 218  
 First name:  haydee 
 Last name:  smith 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: The Whanganui East pools should stay open because the pool is deeper. Its the 
only out door pool. Its a safe place to hang with your friends. The hydro slide is better than the splash 
center's hydro slide. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 



  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   



  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 116 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Sara 
 Last name:  Smith 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Do what's right for the birds not the internet trolls who believe the aviary is a 
tourist attraction. Close it down 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Mainstreet does little to activate the CBD. There are better ways to encourage 
business and attract visitors. Do something with the barren empty space that is Majestic Square and 
make Mainstreet earn the money that get from ratepayers 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  



Submitter Comments: Unlikely to be an attractive business opportunity. Keep it for arts and heritage 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Too many Kiwis are the opposite of clean and green and happy to dump rubbish. 
Maintaining status quo hopefully prevents things getting worse 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Don't take a vital service away from a low socioeconomic community 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Outdated and irrelevant. If it can't pay its own costs, close it 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Grant offerings already pretty generous 

  
Further comments on service cuts: What other efficiencies are being sought by Council? Why cut the 
visible and front line activities first? 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Business case was done by W&P not that long ago. Council is not a commercial 
operator. If the numbers stack up, an experienced hotel operator will take up the opportunity 

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments: Opera House is wonderful but we aren't a rich town. Hard decisions are needed 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Please ignore the racists. Marae were vital in Cyclone Gabrielle we will need them 
to help us all in future emergencies 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I dont see a strong case being made for this 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Seems expensive for small number of users 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: Tell us what assets then we can decide how we feel 



  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1206 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Violaine 
 Last name:  Smith-Howell 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 549 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Eileen 
 Last name:  Snell 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: 1. The Splash Centre and parking are operating at their maximum  2. There is room 
in Whanganui East to build a full length 50m pool  3. Children in this area need easy access to a pool.  4. 
Because there is intended population growth, we need to look to the future and provide such an amenity 
in Whanganui East  5. It is important that children are able to have easy access to a pool to learn to swim. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: 1. As owner of Repertory, the Council, has failed to meet is obligations. NO funding 
for last 5 years!  2. Repertory is an important asset to the city. This was clearly expressed at the meeting 
held by Helen Craig.  3. The Council appears to prefer professional theatre e.g. the Opera House as to 
amateur theatre.  4. Repertory is important in developing the artistic skills of young people in this city. 
Young people at the meeting expressed how important 'Rep' was to them. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: 1. Birds need to be able to fly freely. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: 1. Hopefully some businesses will hang their own baskets.  2. 10 years is a long 
time. Perhaps council will re-instate the funding when the economy improves.  3. The flowers certainly 
enhance the attractiveness of the town. 



  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: 1. This is an asset to the City. But I do not feel Council should have any 
involvement in maintaining the Glassworks. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: If there are not drop off points, some people will drop their rubbish anywhere & 
be an eyesore. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Gonville Library is a great asset to this part of the city. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: 1. It is a place out of town people like to visit.  2. The Christmas display gives a 
great deal of pleasure both to adults and children alike.  3. The lady running it, should be acknowledged 
for the outstanding job she does. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: 1. Suggest this could be reviewed when the economy improves. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 



Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: 1. The Council should not be involved in such a venture. The cost would land on 
the shoulders of ratepayers, already hard hit.  2. Possibly in the future as city grows, this could be 
something a developer could look at BUT not Council. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments: 1. Take It Easy tours often take people to large shows out of town.  2. As Helen 
Craig says, Palmerston North is only an hours drive away. They have the population to support larger 
visiting shows, so Whanganui does not need a bigger facility at this stage.  3. The seating capacity limits 
visiting shows. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: As seen in past weather events, the Marae has helped to come to the aid of 
affected people. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: This reinforces the need for a pool in W. East. If people learn to swim, they are less 
likely to get into trouble and need the help of WSLS. 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: I would like a crossing but the cost of constructing a raised pavement, seems 
prohibitive. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: $12.50 per property for 15 years seems exorbitant. 
  



Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: * Service cuts - Depends what services would be affected.  ** Long-term 
investment - Of course it is necessary to plan ahead. To do nothing would make the City go backwards. 
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1268 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Ingrid 
 Last name:  Snoek 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close Davis Library for one day on the 
weekend instead of a weekday (add $0.90 per 
property per year to the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish Don't know 



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Raised crossings are not safe for pedestrians and a pain for cars. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: What are the assets? And how well do they perform? 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 20  
 First name:  Paula 
 Last name:  Snowden 
 Organisation:  Health New Zealand  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish  



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1624 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Rose 
 Last name:  Soame 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: open it year round, have swimming lanes available with a designated play zone, 
consider having child free hours in the daytime for more dedicated swimmers 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: although what will you do with the birds.. hopefully not kill them? sell them to 
someone or gift them? but keeping birds in cages is not something i want my rates to go towards, thanks. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  



Submitter Comments: it is ridiculous to even consider closing this! if a buyer can't be found then it 
should definitely remain in council ownership. 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: don't close libraries! 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Significant increase of funding to bring 
our core infrastructure up to a reasonable state 
sooner (add $56 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: why would the council spend money on building a hotel for tourists when our own 
people don't have safe places to live?? capitalism at it's worst. 

  



Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments: more active transport options everywhere, please! 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 261 Speaking 
 First name:  Frank (Toddy) 
 Last name:  Sollitt 
 Organisation:  Personal Submission & for Whanganui East 
Swimming Club - Chairman  
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Re - option 1.  Totally reject Coucil's proposal to close this pool.    the Council 
needs to find a way to continue to operate the pool for a further year.    At the same time Council needs 
to proceed with the proposed feasibility study for an outdoor swimming in Whanganui.  The feasibility 
study needs to incorporate an option for the Whanganui East pool to be replaced with a new complex or 
for further upgrading of the existing pool, for continued community operation and access.    Re Option 2. 
Personally and for the Swimming Club this is our preferred option for this year.    A way needs to be found 
for the continued operaton of the pool for the 2024-2025 season for;    - Community use,  - School use 
and  -Whanganui East Swimming Club use.    The Club would like to discuss with Council the time period  
(Days)that the pool can be made available for use.    Also for an arrangement for the Club to have access 
to the pool (in the evenings) for the purposes of club training and events 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 

 



assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents Yes 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1457  
 First name:  arne 
 Last name:  sorensen 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: not councils' business running hotel. just attract a operator to run one and a 
investor to build one. being friendly and helping the consenting pathway should be all the help the 
council needs to offer in this space 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 

with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: unnecessary expense at this time - seems a very large amount for not much 
benefit 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: is there another funding stream for this? any government money available for 
cycleways? not a bad idea but cost to ratepayer benefit it's only going to benefit a few. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1450  
 First name:  Iona 
 Last name:  Soulsby 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Swimming outside is great! Well used over summer by all demographics 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I don’t think keeping birds in cages is a great thing anyway - 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I’m amazed that hanging baskets cost 95k annually! Why not replace with 
permanent native options? 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Dumping will become  More frequent with removal of service 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Would be better to keep main li 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Let community increase efficiencies and seek further funding with funding from 
councils. 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Outsource! I dont think council could do this as efficiently as outside operators 
that have experience in hotel building and  Operations 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 

with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments: Do it! I think it is actually a moral obligation considering how marginalized some 
marae are, at risk of floods and climate change etc 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments: They need to engage with community and hapu 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Partial sale of assets? 
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 246 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Adrian 
 Last name:  Soundy 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Makes town centre far more inviting. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 931 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Vanessa 
 Last name:  Spence 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Provide partial funding and seek additional funding from other organizations. 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 158 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Jan 
 Last name:  Spicer 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Our kids have to learn to swim. Whanganui is surrounded by water. feasibility 
studies cost and is 'dead' $$$ 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: A part of Whanganui's history, so the theatre must provide for our kids and adults 
alike. 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Birds should not be caged. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We just can't lose beautification and they're so loved by our visitors to the city. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: If no buyer can be found option 2 



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: utilize 'cost' admin better under a  better  structured year and not a 'annual' 
planned year. There are ways to get more done in just 12 weeks! 

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Don't know 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Construct new raised pavement crossing 
between Pākaitore and the awa (This is Council's 
preferred option, and would cost $6 per property 
per year for 10 years from 2029/30) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  



How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: We need balance and great management for this to occur. 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 364 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Andrew 
 Last name:  Spier 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(save $9.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 73 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Georgina 
 Last name:  Spratt 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

5 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

5 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 63  
 First name:  Hoana 
 Last name:  Stachl 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I don't personally use the pool, but would consult to find out how well used it is: 
and if there is strong feeling that it adds community value then keep it. Otherwise, yes a feasibility study 
but make sure the study is also cost-effective! 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Look at ways to generate council revenue from the aviary, so it can pay for itself?   
I don't visit the aviary but it is a tourist attraction for people passing through... Could we enhance 
revenue from it offset rates for maintaining it? Market the aviary to visitors as a destination, site more 
businesses/retail around it to create council income that is tourist specific? 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Find a way to create revenue for the city by marketing the flowers...? Offset that 
income against costs to reduce rates...   Sell flowers to pay for flowers?   I love the flowers. Visitors to the 
city love and comment on them. Friends from other places like the Main Street landscaping, and would 
consider moving here because of it. Does it really cost less to remove them, if they're possibly bringing in 
revenue to other council tourist destinations with a charge or fee such as museum/art gallery cafes? 



  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Something else was also ticked - Sell a share and keep an interest or percentage 
with council? Reduce finance size + fuel cost.     The glass works needs to be run as a profitable business, 
contributing revenue to council if we keep it. If it isn't, then it becomes a “rates cost”. sell to somebody 
who knows how to reduce operating expenses and generate a profit.  Consider part-share ownership with 
council? 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Something else was also ticked - Can we keep the drop off points but make them 
cost less to run?     More or less option 1. What do rural rubbish/waste disposal users and residents 
prefer? Give them what they need to keep our rural environment waste-free and clean! 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: I love this little library and visit regularly. It's grown into a great community hub 
and popular with a range of locals from children through to people of advanced years! Wonderful centre 
of community spirit, very valuable and a great way to bring council “services” out to the gonville and 
surrounding area. 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Something else was also ticked - Can we bring in some revenue from these 
gardens, to help them pay for themselves somehow (or supplement or rates support)? 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It's great that our local council loves to support the community but there are many 
other funding options for community organisations... And really we need to encourage small 
“community” businesses to generate their own revenue independently? can we downscale grants or 
make sure they're really going to reach the broadest number of people and be of greatest value to 
everyone? 

  
Further comments on service cuts: This is a wonderful little city with a lot going for it. One of our biggest 
draw-cards is “community spirit”, and we should retain services that build and maintain the great local 
community focus we have here.   …Noting the main art gallery has been closed for reconstruction, that 
possibly caused a stall in council revenue as well as created cost? We should look at ways to generate 
more council revenue from the main art gallery and museum when the gallery re-opens, to help off-set 



council costs and reduce rates in the long term. What business innovations can we develop to generate 
more council revenue from a well recognised and established gallery/museum precinct? 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Budget! Make sure we're getting value for money. Be wary of upscaling funding 
that may cause inflation and not necessarily offer more long term purchase power or value. Sort of 
“option 1” but with the brakes on, being very fiscally prudent and aware when budgeting. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I like this idea but we need to make sure we don't create too many costs by 
looking into and developing it. Yes generating council revenue from a hotel is a great idea but we still 
need to keep overheads recoverable and expenses within reason. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: It's an important cultural feature of the city, but the options so far look expensive. 
We should keep it, but put doing anything on hold till we can find a cost effective way of doing this 
without becoming a drain on low-income ratepayers 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Yes, important historically and culturally in this region. Explore funding possibilities 
in combination with other existing/previous/industry deals? Can Marae apply for funding or negotiate 
with other business partners with council support... Do funds for this need to be extracted from raids or 
can they be recovered through other iwi/business shares deals or developments? As with all other local 
resources we need to generate revenue through services provision to supplement council costs. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  



Submitter Comments: What else could we do to help the service reduce costs, apart from providing 
funding. Can we help them with applications for sponsorship to other funders? 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

 

  
Submitter Comments: A culturally sensitive site. Whatever we find here in terms of landscaping will need 
longevity and full community support. Do we need to rush in to do this? What do people want? Done 
well, it could definitely enhance the city culturally and scenically and be welcomed by everyone. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Great idea. But the cost? Is there a great demand for this? What do locals want, 
will it attract measurable extra income from visitors to the region? And how much will a feasibility study 
in itself cost? 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 

3 



lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 
  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: What other areas can we reduce council costs and overheads in? How can we do 
all this great stuff and start delivering profit to the community. In a fantastic future, I imagine if we were 
so profitable we could pay ratepayers instead of charging them! 
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 574 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Carla 
 Last name:  Standen 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: If this is decided, in conjunction with closing Gonville Library one day per week, 
please let these be on different days.  Our whanau would prefer having the library closed one day, but 
remain open after hours on one to two days per week. We can only access the library out of work hours 
and there is something exciting and special about going in the evening. We think the library staff are 
amazing.  Could there be more opportunity for voluntary workers to assist in the library to keep costs 
down? 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: We feel very strongly that this building should be retained in some capacity - this 
is also evident when looking at the amount of social media discussion around this topic.  Why should the 
building be retained in some format?  1) The building is in a high traffic area in the Whanganui "old town" 
area. This area has experienced beautiful rejuvenation in recent times, winning awards as it has done so! 
Demolishing a building in this area will be obvious and will detract from current beautification and 
expansion of this beautification. Ultimately, this becomes obvious to visitors.  2) A major part of the 
charm of this part of town, is the beautiful Victorian / Georgian buildings. The Repertory Theatre is one of 
Whanganui's older buildings (built 1882). If we start demolishing all buildings that are no longer fit for 
purpose, we will soon lose the whole character of our city. This is a taonga; this is part of our identity.    
Could we perhaps consider stabilising the bank, then selling the building, with a requirement that the 
facade is retained? Looking at other building in the same area that have been converted to apartments 
etc - these are very popular and BEAUTIFUL! I have seen on social media platforms that people have 
suggested "working bees" to build the retaining wall. While I recognise that this is more fanciful than 
realistic, there was so much talk about this, that I do wonder if there is a case for somehow getting 
enough of the community on board to provide required services at very reduced rates. (E.g. having 
contractors operational costs met but labour volunteered.) Has there been an engineer report? Could this 
be made public so that solutions could be found? 



  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Ask businesses to sponsor a basket.  Have basket competitions, supplying the 
plants.  These baskets add necessary detail to our main street - the sort of beauty that visitors notice, 
that complement our beautiful buildings and that form part of the "whole picture". The details matter. I 
often see visitors taking photos of this. FInd a creative way to fund them, please. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Potential for income generation. If no impact on rates, please keep this asset. 
(Assets are good things!!!) 

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep this pease - assuming that these properties already pay at least what other 
properties pay for their waste removal. We currently pay approx $5 per week for the smallest wheelie 
bin, so would expect those households pay at least as much. 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Ensure closing day is not the same day as Davis library's closed day.  Not weekend! 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Our family definitely support investment into projects that will generate income. If 
that is a hotel (which also meets the accommodation needs of visitors who can spend money in our town, 
then great.) However, this needs to be guaranteed financially profitable! Perhaps there are other 
investment options that also have a big return that can be considered.  Not sure about the car park 
though... more information, please. Is this for hotel clientele use? For visitors to town? At the moment, 
we don't think there is a great need for a paid carpark. There is enough other car parking available 
around town.  So, in favour for hotel if profitable; not in favour of carpark. 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: As per option 3, plus improved orchestra pit.   Either way, the scaffolding NEEDS to 
be removed one way or another, with winged curtaining reinstalled. There is no point in having this 
remarkable, unique and sought-after facility if the bigger shows don't want to come here any more. It's so 
hard to access stage now!   Also, consider letting larger productions have their own sound and lighting 
staff to provide the technical support (i.e. less council staff wages, with the expertise of knowing their 
own shows.) 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Provide support, but perhaps not as large a sum as additional $27 per property. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: A simple pedestrian crossing - lines on the road.  This is a heavy traffic route. We 
don't need all the unnecessary bumps! Also, I've noticed the raised ccrossings can be very confusing. 
They often don't have zebra lines painted on them. Should cars be stopping? Should pedestrians be 
waiting for cars? I usually see people just assuming they're crossings. What's the correct rule?! Without 
clarity, this is a bigger safety hazard than having no crossing!!  Yes - in favour of a crossing, but PLEASE 
don't spend so much on it! Invest in pain and a couple of road signs! 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1 – Provide full funding for this project at 
$2.4 million, provided that a feasibility study is 
conducted (this is Council's preferred option and 
would add $12.50 per property per year for 15 years 
from 2032/33) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: There are some underused parks etc that could be sold 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 

4 



lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 
  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 82 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Mark 
 Last name:  Standley 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It would be such a pathetically small saving; I support keeping it open the extra 
day even though I will never use it. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: It is worn out; start again with a more central location. 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: If you do keep it, it needs tidying up and restoring to look more like it used to.... 

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: 100% keep it AND improve it; it is loved by many and a real point of difference and 
somewhere visitors love to stop at when entering Wanganui and visiting Virginia Lake. 

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Cheers up an otherwise very dull main street. 

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 3: Close New Zealand Glassworks (save 
$10.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It should be user pays - a business. 



  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: n/a 

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: One library is enough; let Gonville have a 'village hall' or 'community centre' . 

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: Keep along with the aviary. 

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments: Let people fund raise for what is important to them. 

  
Further comments on service cuts: no 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments: We need pipes and pavements but not cycleways. 

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: It would be the biggest white elephant imo - definitely wouldn't want any of the 
jokers in council to have any part in this!! 

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 

with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 



Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments: Do nothing. 

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: Utilise schools etc more for civil defence and emergency management resources; 
are more central in many instances. 

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: Cheaper rebuild.  You could do have a few skyline garages for a lot less that would 
do the job!! 

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: Change the road layout to divert around Moutua gardens and be done with it - 
once courthouse etc is demolished. Do nothing until then. 

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments: none 
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  



Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

3 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments: no apart from save the aviary ...... 
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1400 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Jo 
 Last name:  Standley 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the Whanganui East Pool and 
complete a feasibility study for outdoor swimming 
in Whanganui (this is Council's preferred option and 
is included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the theatre for demolition (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the hanging flower baskets (add $5 
per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish Don't know 



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 3: Close Gonville Library completely (save 
$12.50 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Cut Community grant funding by 10 
percent or $110,000 (save $11.20 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Provide no funding to the project (no 
impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

2 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 387 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Emma 
 Last name:  Stanic 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close Davis Library for one day during the 
week, i.e. a Monday (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3: Invest in the stabilisation of the retaining 
bank, demolish the existing building and build a new 
theatre (add $10 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep New Zealand Glassworks in Council 
ownership (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish Don't know 



Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: Close Gonville Library for one day during 
the week, i.e. a Monday (save $1 per property per 
year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Maintain the community grant funding at 
its current level (save $5.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Build a new stagehouse and implement a 
new fly system (Council's preferred option - add $38 
per property per year for 20 years from 2026/27) 

  
Submitter Comments:  



  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2 - Do not provide grant funding for Marae 
upgrades beyond 2027 when the central 
government funding ends (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments: It would depend on what assets the council is thinking about selling 
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents No 
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 807 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Becky 
 Last name:  Stanley 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Keep the aviary open (add $10.20 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Remove the hanging flower baskets (this 
is Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  



Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep the drop off points for rural rubbish 
(this is Council's preferred option and is included in 
the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Do not close the Winter Gardens (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts:  
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 
carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 3 - Do nothing (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Do nothing – leave stagehouse as it is 
with scaffolding and restricted level of operation 
(add $3 per property per year for three years) 

  



Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2 – No changes to existing road layout in this 
location (no impact on rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 2 - Do nothing and focus on road safety 
improvements to benefit all users (no impact on 
rates) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 
assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 2: No assets are sold to repay debt (add $23 
per property to next year's proposed rates rise of 
10.6% and $43 per year thereafter) 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  



Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

4 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

4 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Supporting documents  
 
 



Long-Term Plan 2024-2034 
 
Submission # 1434 Not Speaking 
 First name:  Maddie 
 Last name:  Stanley 
   
 

Consultation Question 
 

Submitter Feedback 

Proposed Service Cuts 
  

  

Davis Library 
Our preferred option is to close Davis Library for 
one during the week i.e. a Monday. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 3: Keep the Davis Library days and hours as 
they are (add $2.30 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: It seems like a very small price to pay for such an incredible service. My second 
choice would be for it to be closed on Mondays, but I'd say the money saved per year isn't worth it.    I'm 
utterly devastated to read that it's already been decided that the libraries will have less budget for 
purchasing books. Whanganui Library is phenomenal for the range and quality of books it contains and it 
makes it the most unbelievably valuable resource available to us. I use the library constantly and it will 
impact my life enormously to not have the quality new books available. 

  
Whanganui East Pool 
Our preferred option is to close the Whanganui 
East Pool and complete a feasibility study for 
outdoor swimming in Whanganui. Which option 
do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the Whanganui East Pool 
upgrade and continue to operate the pool (add 
$22.40 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments: I'm concerned by how disproportionately the decision to close Whanganui East 
affects Māori and lower income families. The pool is well used and loved, especially by Māori. I feel it 
would be a big loss to see it go 

  
Repertory Theatre 
Our preferred option is to close the theatre for 
demolition. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Invest in the permanent stabilisation of 
the retaining bank required so the building can be 
sold (add $0.60 per property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rotokawau/Virginia Lake Aviary 
Our preferred option is to close the aviary. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Close the aviary (this is Council's preferred 
option and is included in the proposed 10.6% rates 
rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Mainstreet hanging flower baskets 
Our preferred option is to remove the hanging 
flower baskets. Which option do you prefer? 

Something else (state below) 

  
Submitter Comments: I feel the baskets add a great deal to the feel of our city and add a cared-for 
feeling. I wonder if any of our thriving local businesses are willing to sponsor them. 

  



New Zealand Glassworks 
Our preferred option is to keep New Zealand 
Glassworks, but seek a buyer. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Option 1: Keep New Zealand Glassworks, but seek a 
buyer (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Drop off points for rural rubbish 
Our preferred option is to keep the drop off 
points for rural rubbish. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Gonville Library 
Our preferred option is to keep Gonville Library 
days and hours as they are. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1: Keep Gonville Library days and hours as 
they are (this is our preferred option and is included 
in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Winter Gardens 
Our preferred option is not to close the Winter 
Gardens. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 2: Close the Winter Gardens (save $7.50 per 
property per year) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Level of Community Grant Funding 
Our preferred option is to increase the 
community grant funding by $100,000. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1: Increase the community grant funding by 
$100,000 (this is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Further comments on service cuts: I'm very sad to see that both the disestablishment of the Youth 
Council and the cuts to purchasing library books have already been approved. I disagree with both of 
them. 
  

Proposed Future Investments 
 

  
Funding of core infrastructure – roading, 
footpaths & three waters 
Our preferred option is to increase funding for 
our core infrastructure to get us to a reasonable 
state in the future. Which option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Increase funding for our core 
infrastructure to get us to a reasonable state in the 
future (This is Council's preferred option and is 
included in the proposed 10.6% rates rise) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Hotel and Car Park 
Our preferred option is for Council to take the 
lead with the development of a hotel and 

Option 2 - Seek an operator to develop a hotel and 
carpark for Whanganui (no impact on rates) 



carpark, subject to the outcome of a detailed 
business case. Which option do you prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Royal Whanganui Opera House 
Our preferred option is to build a new 
stagehouse and implement a new fly system. 
Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Marae Development 
Our preferred option is to provide grant funding 
of $3.5 million over the seven years (2028 to 
2034) for Marae upgrades. Which option do you 
prefer? 

Option 1 - Provide grant funding of $3.5 million over 
the seven years (2028 to 2034) for Marae upgrades 
(This is Council's preferred option and would cost 
$27 per property per year from 2028-2034) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service 
Our preferred option is to provide funding of $1 
million to Whanganui Surf Lifesaving Service as a 
contribution to its facility rebuild project. Which 
option do you prefer? 

Option 1 - Funding of $1 million to WSLS as 
contribution to this project (This is Council's 
preferred option and would cost $7 per property per 
year for 10 years from 2027/28) 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Pākaitore Reserve Paving and Crossing 
Our preferred option is to construct a new raised 
pavement crossing between Pākaitore and the 
awa. Which option do you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  

  
Rapanui Road Trail 
Our preferred option is to provide full funding for 
this project at $2.4 million, provided that a 
feasibility study is conducted. Which option do 
you prefer? 

Don't know 

  
Submitter Comments:  
  

Asset Sales 
 
 

  
We have the opportunity to sell some of our 
assets which could then be used to repay debt 
and off-set rates. We want to understand how 
comfortable you are with selling assets.  
Our preferred option is to sell $16 million worth 
of assets to repay debt – noting that we would 
return to the community with specifics on which 

Option 1: Sell $16 million worth of assets to repay 
debt - noting we would return to community with 
specifics on which assets could be sold (this is 
Council's preferred option and is included in the 
proposed 10.6% rates rise) 



assets could be sold. Which option do you 
prefer? 
  
Submitter Comments:  
  

How would you strike the balance? 
 
 

  
Service Cuts   
  
Based on the proposed rates rise for next year, 
and on the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to reduce and 
close more services to get the rates lower and 5 
being to keep more services open but see a 
higher rates rise) 

3 

  
Long-term investment  
  
On the sliding scale, what would you prefer? 
(Rating scale of 1-5 with 1 being to make the 
lowest possible investment in our core 
infrastructure and long-term projects and 5 being 
to increase investment in our core infrastructure 
and long-term projects to future-proof 
Whanganui) 

 

  

Final comments or questions on the Long-Term Plan 2024-34 
  
Submitter Comments:  
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